
THE LIFE OF JOSEPH – SERMON 11 
 

A MAN IN WHOM THE SPIRIT OF GOD IS 
 

Genesis 41:1-36 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
• In this chapter, Joseph’s situation takes a dramatic turn for the 

better. 
 
• In one day, he is suddenly brought from the prison to the 

palace; from being prisoner to being a prince; from rags to 
riches. 

 
• In the morning, he sat in the dungeon; in the afternoon he rode 

in Pharaoh’s chariot, with all of Egypt bowing the knee to him. 
 
• Genesis 41 gives us one of the clearest demonstrations of 

God’s sovereign hand over the affairs of man. 
 
• Joseph is 30 years old at this point (v.46) 
 
• His story is far from over – it would be at least another seven 

years before he saw his brothers. 
 
• In his exalting of Joseph, Pharaoh describes Joseph as “a man 

in whom the Spirit of God is” (Genesis 41:38) 
 
• Pharaoh, though an idolater, recognised that Joseph, by his 

skills of interpreting, acted under a divine influence far greater 
than the gods of his own magicians. 

 
• The Spirit of God was indeed upon Joseph, guiding and 

leading him. 
 
• When the Spirit indwells a person, the effect will be evident to 

all (John 3:8) 



 
Notice three areas of the Spirit’s influence in Joseph: 
 
I. HIS SUBMISSION TO THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD (1-15) 
 

A. Our lives are a continual series of providential steps that 
God orders before us 

 
1. Many of these steps involve the decisions of people 

 
a. God worketh all things after the counsel of his own 

will (Ephesians 1:11).   
 

b. The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the 
rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will. 
(Proverbs 21:1) 

 
2. For Joseph, most of those events were “negative” and 

unpleasant 
 

3. There are many things we would not choose for 
ourselves, yet they are steps in God’s plan. 

 
B. It is our duty to trust God during these times 

 
1. We can take the bitter way, resenting trials and become 

crushed under the weight of them 
 

2. We can take the better way, seeing them being sent 
from above, by our heavenly Father, for our good 

 
3. God shapes us and moulds us, preparing us for what is 

yet to come (Psalm 105:19) 
 

4. “The pressures of life are the hands of the Potter upon 
the clay” 

 
5. Instead of asking, “How can I rid myself of this problem,” 

ask, “How may this make me a better servant of God?” 
(2 Corinthians 1:3-4) 



 
II. HIS SELFLESS GLORIFYING OF GOD (16) 
 

A. Joseph understood that his chief end was to glorify God 
 

1. God’s glory comes before personal advantage 
 

2. God’s faithful servants have always humbly given God 
credit for all they have done (Daniel 2:27-28; Acts 3:12; 
14:14-15; 1 Corinthians 15:10) 

 
3. Those who treat God’s help lightly will lose it (Judges 

16:20)   
 

B. “It is not in me” should be our constant confession (2 
Corinthians 3:5) 

 
III. HIS SPEAKING THE TRUTH OF GOD (17-36) 
 

A. It is the duty of God’s servants to bring others to a 
knowledge of the true God 

 
1. We do not point to people ourselves, but to Jesus (2 

Corinthians 4:5) 
 

2. God gives us opportunities – we must be prepared to 
use them (1 Peter 3:15) 

 
B. Preach without fear 

 
1. Joseph proclaimed the true God to an idolatrous king 

(25,28,32) 
 

2. He preached God’s power, sovereignty, and truth 
 

3. In our witnessing, we must not compromise our 
message to accommodate the false views of our 
hearers 

 
C. Preach with conviction 



 
1. Joseph not only told Pharaoh what would happen, he 

told him what he must do (Isaiah 55:6-7; Luke 3:10-14; 
Acts 2:37-38; 17:30-31) 

 
D. Preach with concern 

 
1. Joseph’s counsel showed his concern for Pharaoh and 

the nation 
 

2. We need to have that same spirit that has a genuine 
concern for the lost (cf. Acts 26:29;  Romans 10:1; 1 
Corinthians 9:22) 

 
3. The Son of man came not to destroy men’s lives, but to 

save them (Luke 9:52-56; 2 Peter 3:9; Ezekiel 33:11) 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
1. We are commanded to “be filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 

5:18) 
 
2. The Spirit filled life will have the evidence of the fruit of the 

Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) 
 
3. Am I in humble submission to God’s providential hand in my 

life? 
 
4. Am I careful to give God all the glory at every opportunity? 
 
5. Am I fulfilling my duty to be a faithful witness of the Lord Jesus 

Christ? 


