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The Sacrifice of Devotion, Part 2 
 
In Matthew 7 we read these words: 
 

Matthew 7:7-8, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you:  For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened.” 

 
Now I don't know about you but this sounds like a pretty good proposition.  You claim a promise of the 
Lord, and He'll give it to you.  If you want money, ask.  If you want health, success, or a brighter future, 
all you have to do is request it from the Lord.  
  
Right? 
 
That's what Matthew 7 seems to be saying.  But then we read this: 
 

James 4:3, “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your 
lusts.” 

 
From this we discover that there is far more to prayer than simply asking!  Prayer is not as simple as at 
first it may seem.  And you know, that is the case when it comes to living a life of devotion to the Lord. 
 
Previously, we began looking at the call that God placed on Hannah's life.  We found that her barrenness 
was from the hand of the Lord.  We also found that she had been set aside by God to demonstrate His 
glory in her.   And thus Hannah was left to serve the Lord in a rather difficult situation. 
 
And yet, you must know that Hannah's sacrifice of devotion was NOT simply a matter of “Just doing it.”  
Neither was it just a matter of the will.  Rather, Hannah's sacrifice of devotion contained specific elements 
which provided for her commitment. 
 
What are these elements? 
 
What is involved in Kingdom service? 
 
What must occur for us to live a sacrifice of devotion unto the Lord? 



 
 

The Environment of Commitment 
 

1 Samuel 1:9, “So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drunk. 
Now Eli the priest sat upon a seat by a post of the temple of the LORD.” 

 
Recall what we discovered  in verses 7 and 8. 
 

1 Samuel 1:7-8, “And as he did so year by year, when she went up to the house of the LORD, so 
she provoked her; therefore she wept, and did not eat.  Then said Elkanah her husband to 
her, Hannah, why weepest thou? and why eatest thou not? and why is thy heart grieved? am 
not I better to thee than ten sons?” 

 
As we saw, at first Hannah didn't handle her bitter providence too well.  The eating referenced in verse 7b 
was not her daily food, but the meal of the peace offering.  In other words, on account of her barrenness 
Hannah refused to participate in the most important and intimate part of worship, the fellowship meal 
wherein the worshipper feasts with God.1   
 
And yet here we read, “after eating and drinking in Shiloh.”  Wait a minute.  I thought she didn't eat and 
drink? I thought that she was angry at God such that she “thundered” against the Lord?2    
 
All of that is true, at first! Yet brothers and sisters, it didn't last.  She couldn't be alienated too long from 
the One who died for her sin! And neither can we.  And thus we read that indeed she did participate in the 
meal.  Eventually she did come around — God saw to it.  In fact, far from just “coming around,” notice 
the text. 
 

1 Samuel 1:9-10, “So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drunk. 
Now Eli the priest sat upon a seat3 by a post of the temple of the LORD.  And she was in 
bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the LORD, and wept sore.” 

 
These verses indicate that at the close of the meal of the peace offering — when most would be sitting 
back enjoying the moment and reflection upon all that had just transpired, and thoughts of the coming 
week were perhaps filling the mind of some and the issue of clean up the minds of others — Hannah was 
back at the temple/tabernacle4 praying and pouring her heart out before the Lord! 
 
Now this text is stressing that Hannah here is in a context of formal worship because Eli was sitting on 
THE SEAT by the doorpost of the temple of the Lord.  The word seat is an official word in the Old 
Testament for “throne,” “seat of honor,” or “authority.”5 As such, Eli here is not just lounging by the 
temple.  Rather, he is seated (due to his age6) in his official capacity as overseer of the worship at Shiloh.  
 
And hence we see that Hannah's struggle was not separate from the worship of God, but was part of it.  
Having been bereft of her Lord for the brief time that she refused to worship, she is back on her knees 
                                                 
1 Once again, this is why Hannah is such an encouragement to us — she is real.  Yes she is a woman of grace (as her name 
would imply), but she also is a sinner.  Who here cannot identify themselves with her in her struggle with God! 
2 Compare 1 Samuel 1:6 
3 aok k���e’ kis-say’ 
4 From 2 Samuel 7:4-29 and Psalm 78, the sanctuary at Shiloh was less than a fixed temple, but more than a tent.  Accordingly, 
it is best to see the reference in 1 Samuel. 1:9 as describing something in between.  
5 It is used 135 times in the Old Testament — the majority of which (122/135) use it in reference to an official capacity.  
6 Compare Numbers 8:23-26 
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pouring out her heart before God.  She is sharing her burdens with the Lord.  From this we derive the 
environment in which the sacrifice of devotion is offered is sincere/soul-moving worship! 
 
In other words, in her sorrow and sadness at the difficult ministry given to her by the hand of the Lord, 
Hannah didn't forsake God.  Rather she ran to Him!  She poured out her heart before the Lord!  This is the 
environment of the sacrifice of devotion. 
 

John 4:24, “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” 
 

Here in John 4 we find the heart and soul of Biblical worship.  The contrast in this verse is not between 
true and false worship.  It is between one approach to God versus another.  Recall that the Jews had the 
entire Old Testament plus the Mishnah from which they became “professional” worshippers.  They knew 
the correct ceremonies.  They had all the teaching you could ever want on how to offer an animal.  Yet 
according to Isaiah 29:13 and Mark 7:6 their “heart was far from God.”  On the other hand, there were the 
Samaritans who also worshipped the true God — but they too had a problem.  They only recognized the 
first five books of the Bible.  As such, their worship violated many principles of God's word.  And yet, 
they had this going for them: they were zealous.  They worshipped with their heart.  Their offerings 
flowed out of conviction. 
 
Thus when Christ in John 4 says that God ought to be worshipped in “spirit and truth” we understand that 
Christ is exhorting us unto the best of both worlds.  Yes, we must worship God according to the standards 
and commandments of His word.  But our worship must also flow from the heart!  It must be genuine and 
real.  It must be that which flows from conviction, not just lip service!  This is the heart and soul of the 
sacrifice of devotion —worshipping God not as a show or pretension but with conviction, integrity and 
honesty! 
 
And that is what we see in Hannah.  She didn't “forget about herself, and concentrate on Him and worship 
Him.”  She came warts and all. 
 

1 Samuel 1:10, “And she was in bitterness7 of soul, and prayed unto the LORD, and wept sore.” 
 

Hannah was in bitterness of soul.  This Hebrew language uses this idea of a bitter taste to express tragic or 
unpleasant experiences.  It is one thing to say, “I am going through a hard time” —who knows what that 
means?  Yet when I say, “My life is mar/bitter” — you can almost taste what I am going through.  
Well that is the word here.  It is used elsewhere in reference to the loss of a child8  or to the experiencing 
of great physical pain.9    
 
That is the state in which our passage finds Hannah as she approached God to worship — exceedingly 
weighed down, heavy of heart, crushed in spirit! 
 
Yet, notice that she doesn’t fake it.  She doesn’t stay away from God until she can change her attitude.  
She doesn’t go to her husband for support —or anyone else for that matter.  Rather she runs to the Lord 
— warts and all!  She goes to the house of God.  She pours her heart out before the Lord.  In essence, she 
worships in spirit and truth! 
 
                                                 
7 rm mar mar 
8 Compare Ruth 1:13, 20; 2 Kings 4:27; Zechariah 12:10 
9 Compare Job 3:21; 7:11; 10:1; and Isaiah 38:15.  It is interesting to note that in Scripture, this kind of pain/bitterness is only 
relieved by divine intervention.   
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Is this your relationship with God? 
 
Or better yet, would your understanding of God allow this? 
 
We tend to have the idea that we must clean up our act before we can approach God.  Like Adam and Eve 
before us who after they sinned they endeavored to clothe themselves, so we too attempt to clean up our 
act before we come to God.  We see it in the Old Testament priesthood, don't we?  We note all the fine 
clothes and sanctified garments that they had to wear in order to approach God.  And we conclude that we 
must do the same.   
 
Yet listen!  We have misunderstood the priesthood, worship, and God. The priests of the Old Testament 
were not adorned so that they could approach the Lord.  They were so adorned because God had 
approached them and set them apart unto His service.  And so it is with every one of us in Christ this day! 
 We do not clean up our acts to enter into God's presence rather, we enter into God's presence — warts 
and all — because God judicially has “cleaned up our acts.”    
 

Mark 2:17, “When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have no need of the 
physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

 
And that is the environment which leads to the sacrifice of devotion.  From 1 Samuel we learn that God is 
not after our show.  He is not looking for Oscar winning performances when it comes to our relationship 
with Him.  Rather, He is after the broken and contrite.10  He is looking for the genuine worshipper who 
utters words which reflect his heart.  He is after integrity! 
 
If you and I are going to live a life of devotion, we must not run from God, but ever and always go to Him 
with our burdens! 

Hannah’s Attitude 
 

1 Samuel 1:11, “And she vowed a vow, and said, O LORD of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on 
the affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give 
unto thine handmaid a man child, then I will give him unto the LORD all the days of his life, and 
there shall no razor come upon his head.” 

 
What is being shown by Hannah's words in this passage? 
 
Notice the woman praying here is not one who has mustered enough boldness to stand in the presence of 
God and bark out orders.  Rather, we see an afflicted individual moved by the greatness of her Lord.  For 
example, notice how she addresses God. 
 
She says, “O LORD of hosts.”  Recall that this title speaks of God's greatness and majesty.  God is the 
Lord who rules the hosts of heavenly and earthly armies.  And yet this expression also speaks of an 
intimacy with Him — Yahweh is the covenant name of God.11  
 
Now brothers and sisters, you've got to understand that Hannah's use of this name is significant.  

                                                 
10 Compare Psalm 51:1-7 
11 Compare Exodus 6:3 
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Throughout this chapter she addresses God on four different occasions.12  Each time she uses God’s 
personal name.  In contrast Eli — a foolish old priest, as we'll see — addresses God formally, never using 
His personal name. 
 
From this we conclude that Hannah's words reflect an intimacy with the Lord.  She is not approaching a 
Zeus-like god, but her Savior who rules the hosts of heaven and earth. 
 
Her prayer continues, “if Thou wilt indeed look... remember... not forget... and wilt give.”   Hannah is not 
demanding or making a claim against her Lord.  Rather, she is humbly petitioning Him to look upon her 
difficulty and address it in His time. 
 
On the surface it may appear that Hannah is bartering with God.  “If you do this for me, then I'll do this 
for you.  You rub my back; I'll rub yours.”  However this is not what is going on here.  This is a Biblical 
vow!  

Theology of Vows 
 
In Scripture one is never require to take a vow, they are optional.13  Furthermore, vows have to be 
Biblical.  This means that they must be that which God already commands of His people.   
 
Well then, why take a vow?  
 
Because in doing so you are promised greater blessing from the hand of the Lord if you fulfill it. 
 
Now in this context notice that there are two types of vows mentioned in Scripture.  First there are 
unconditional vows.  In these the worshipper promises to do something with no strings attached.  An 
example of this type of vow is a membership vow, marriage vow, or baptismal vow.  Secondly there are 
conditional vows.  In these the worshipper promises to do/give/act if God provides what is necessary to 
do/give/act.  In Genesis 28 we find an example of this.  Here Jacob is fleeing for his life — knowing that 
his future was all but certain.  And so he makes a conditional vow to God. 
 

Genesis 28:20-21, “And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in 
this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on,  So that I come again to 
my father’s house in peace; then shall the LORD be my God.” 

 
This is what Hannah is doing here.  She is not saying, “God if your rub my back, then I'll rub Yours.”  
Rather at a time when everyone did what was right in their own eyes and most mothers would shriek at 
the prospect of their child living a life wholly devoted to the Lord Hannah is recognizing that before she 
can give her son to the Lord, God must provide her with a son. 
 

1 Samuel 1:11, “And she vowed a vow, and said, O LORD of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on 
the affliction of thine handmaid14, and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give 
unto thine handmaid a man child, then I will give him unto the LORD all the days of his life, and 
there shall no razor come upon his head.” 

 

                                                 
12 Compare 1 Samuel 1:10, 12, 26, 27 
13 Compare Deuteronomy 23:21-23 
14 hma ‘amah 
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Here we find Hannah referring to herself as a handmaid or maidservant.  In the ancient Near East when 
one stood in the presence of a king or someone in authority, you spoke of yourself as a “servant” to stress 
your position of humility.15   That is the idea behind this word.  In fact, its New Testament equivalent16 is 
a title which speaks of one's unworthiness. 
 
That is the idea of handmaid here.  That Hannah employs this language once again stresses her 
brokenness before God. 
 
From this we observe the attitude with which the sacrifice of devotion is offered.  It is not forced or 
required.  It flows from a heart or reverence and awe which recognize the greatness of God and the 
weakness of man.  And thus we see that the sacrifice of devotion does not occur when we have low views 
of God rather, it is when we see God in His greatness and us in our utter helplessness that we give 
ourselves to the Lord! 
 
From this we conclude that we always will struggle with service in the Kingdom if God as long as God is 
puny and we are big.  In fact let me get rather personal here. 
 
As I look back upon times in my life when I genuinely struggled with serving the Lord my heart was cold 
and duty was a bad word.  Every time without question I can say that at that moment I was convinced that 
God was in my debt for service rendered, and I was rather full of myself — thinking I deserved better or 
more.  At those times of greatest rebellion against God, I had become rather large in my estimation, and 
God had become quite small.  And yet as I confess this I know I am in good company. 
 

Psalm 50:21, “These things hast thou done, and I kept silence; thou thoughtest that I was 
altogether such an one as thyself: but I will reprove thee, and set them in order before thine 
eyes.” 

 
How is it that God's people went wrong?  How is it that they did their own thing?  It was because they 
thought that God was just like them!  In fact according to Psalm 14:1 the flesh unhindered will always 
say, “There is no God.”  A. W. Tozer put it this way: 
 

“Left to ourselves we tend immediately to reduce God to manageable terms.  We want to get Him 
where we can use Him, or at least know where He is when we need Him.  We want a God we can 
in some measure control.”17   
 
“The heaviest obligation lying upon the Christian Church today is to purify and elevate her 
concept of God until it is once more worthy of Him... In all her prayers and labors this should have 
first place.  We do the greatest service to the next generation of Christians by passing on to them 
undimmed and undiminished that noble concept of God which we received from our Hebrew and 
Christian fathers of generations past.  This will prove of greater value to them than anything that 
art or science can devise.”18    
 

The environment from which arose Hannah's sacrifice of devotion the soil which produced such servants 
like David, Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Joshua the High Priest, and Paul and the other twelve disciples of our 

                                                 
15 Compare 1 Samuel 1:16; 3:9-10 
16 doulh doule  Compare Luke 1:48 where Mary refers to herself as a handmaid. 
17 A W Tozer, Knowledge of the Holy, page 16 
18 Ibid, page 12  
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Lord.  The environment which will lead you to “present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice” (Romans 
12:1) is the ground in which we are humble “servants” of the “Lord of Hosts!” 
 
When we struggle with service in Christ's name ultimately we are struggling with thoughts which fall 
beneath the dignity and glory of God! 

The Essence of Sacrifice 
 
What essentially is the Sacrifice of Devotion? 
 

1 Samuel 1:11, “And she vowed a vow, and said, O LORD of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on 
the affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give 
unto thine handmaid a man child, then I will give him unto the LORD all the days of his life, and 
there shall no razor come upon his head.” 

 
This is quite a striking vow.  Hannah is saying to God that if you give me a child he will be a Nazarite.19  
 
The Hebrew word Nazarite20means to separate or consecrate.  It is close to the Hebrew used in reference 
to a “diadem” or a “crown.21”  And that is what the vow of the Nazarite was all about.  A king’s crown is 
a symbol of His majesty and authority.  And a Nazarite is someone who lives in such a way as to proclaim 
the majesty and authority of God and serves the Lord unto His glory. 
 
In Numbers 6:1-21 we learn that the vow of a Nazarite was an act of consecration unto the Lord that 
could be taken by a man or woman.22   It included the dedicatory vow to. abstain from wine or strong 
drink — or for that matter any product of the fruit of the vine.23  One would not cut his hair as a sign of 
their consecration to the Lord.24   They were to avoid the dead.25   The whole point was total consecration 
which usually lasted anywhere from thirty to sixty days. 
 
And yet, there were some who had been consecrated to the Lord from their birth: Samson and John the 
Baptist.  Their sole purpose in life therefore was to proclaim the majesty and authority of God. 
 
Now according to Hannah's wishes, her son was to be such a servant — which was a big deal.  According 
to the culture of her day, Hannah's life revolved around child-bearing/rearing.  This was the mark of 
blessing — having and raising children.  And yet it was this area that she unreservedly gives to the Lord.   
 
Don't miss it by making her child a Nazarite, she renounces any and all claim that she might have on her 
son.  Though she may bear him, nevertheless he will be the Lord's! 
 
From this we see the essence of what constitutes a sacrifice of devotion.  It is not just giving ourselves to 
the Lord.  Rather, it is giving to Him that which is most precious in our eyes.  It is giving to God the first-
fruits and thus the best-fruits of all that we have. 

                                                 
19 While the term “Nazarite” is absent from this text, it certainly is presupposed.  
20 ryzn naziyr 
21 Douglas, J., New Bible Dictionary. Includes index. (electronic ed. of 2nd ed.). Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House. 
22 Compare Numbers 6:2 
23 Compare Numbers 6:3-4 
24 Compare Numbers 6:5 
25 Compare Numbers 6::6-8 
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Moses' Act of Devotion 
 
There was a time in Moses' life when he took upon himself the calling of a shepherd.  For forty years he 
labored in the wilderness at the foot of Mt. Sinai tending sheep.  But then God called this man unto His 
service.  You recall the details. 
 
He was out shepherding his flock, when he came upon a burning bush which was not being consumed by 
the fire.26  So he turned aside to examine this amazing phenomenon.27  God then spoke to him and 
commission him unto His service as a sacrifice of devotion.28    
 
Yet there was a problem — apparently God was too small.   
 
So Moses began to fuss.  What if they won't believe me?  I stutter!  My brother would be the better 
servant!  Etc. 
 
So do you know what God did? 
 

Exodus 4:2-5, “And the LORD said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod.  
And he said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and 
Moses fled from before it.  And the LORD said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and take it by 
the tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand:  That they may 
believe that the LORD God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, hath appeared unto thee.” 

 
Do you understand what is going on here? 
 
The staff was the most important tool of the shepherd — with it he protected his sheep.  And thus, God 
took that which represented Moses' life for the past forty years, the most important tool of the shepherd, 
and said to Moses,   “It is mine! That the world might believe that I Am!” 
 
Brothers and sisters that is what the sacrifice of devotion is all about!  It is NOT quitting our jobs and 
selling our homes to go on a life-long pilgrimage.    Rather it is the delivering unto God that which 
represents us and is most precious in our eyes.  It is serving God where we are and with what we have!  It 
is God saying to each and every one of you this morning, “What is in your hand?”29   Is it a career?  Is it 
your family, child, health, independence, or future?     
 
Whatever is in your hand and is most precious to you is the what the sacrifice of devotion is all about.  
Lay it down! 

Joseph and Mary 
 
Brothers and sisters I want you to consider with me the sacrifice of devotion to which Joseph and Mary 
were called.  For you see, they like Hannah had a Son who also would be wholly devoted to God.  Now as 
Christian parents we all want our children to grow up and serve the Lord.  Yet how would you feel if you 

                                                 
26 Compare Exodus 3: 2 
27 Compare Exodus 3:4 
28 Compare Exodus 3-4 
29 Compare Exodus 4:2  
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knew that service meant the horrible death of your child?30    
 
Well that was the calling of this family! But don't miss it as Joseph and Mary released their claim on Jesus 
little did they know that their Son wholly devoted to the Lord would give them back their lives!   
 
And that brothers and sisters is the way it works with the sacrifice of devotion.  As we release our claim 
on life, God stakes His claim in our hearts.  As we give up our glory, we gain the glory of Christ!  As we 
give up our lives on this earth, we gain them in glory!31  
 
God grant us the grace to engage in this calling today! 
 
 

Subscription Information  
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VISIT US WHEN IN Broomfield, COLORADO  
Feel free to visit Broomfield Presbyterian Church when in Broomfield, Colorado. Broomfield Presbyterian Church is located at 
Kohl Elementary School, 10th Street and Kohl, Broomfield, Colorado. The telephone number of the church is 303-469-6912. 
The worship services are at 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. each Sunday. Broomfield Presbyterian Church is a member of the 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  
 
All our sermons can be accessed via the World Wide Web.  The recording of this sermon can be found is found at the  
Broomfield  Presbyterian Church  website. 
 
The address for all sermons at Broomfield can be found out as follows: http://broomfieldopc.sermonaudio.com

About the Preacher  
Greg Thurston preached this sermon on August 15, 2004. Greg is the preacher at Broomfield Presbyterian 
Church.   
 

                                                 
30 Compare Luke 2:34-35 
31 Compare Luke 9;224  
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