
If: The Result of Salvation and Understanding God’s Law - John 14:15 8-14–22
The first word of this verse is a big word that must be dealt with right away, which is this. 

If the first part of this statement is true, then the second part, the result, will happen. This is 
important. And how we understand a lot of pieces to this is important. What makes this important 
even further is that this is talking about obedience to God’s law. This is important, because we 
often get uneasy when the law is brought up. We often don’t know how to handle it. We either 
think that the law of God has been completely done any with, so it has no bearing on us after the 
work of Jesus or we think that the law of God and obedience to it is how we come to be saved or 
we think that the law of God is relevant today, but we really aren’t sure how, so we kind of just 
put it off to the side and give it a nod, but move on. This is one of the problem areas for the 
church today, because there is a lot of practical implications that come out of this that affect a lot 
of what we face today. So it is really important to understand what Jesus is saying here.

1) Condition or result? 2) Result 3) Application: Ceremonial, moral, and civil and 
sovereign grace

When we take this verse in its biblical context we should easily see that this is not a 
condition for salvation, in order to be saved where our obedience to God’s law is how we are 
saved. This is abundantly clear in Scripture, but yet so many people have believed that it is by 
our obedience in whole or in part that we are saved and when this belief continues, then it is a 
belief that proves to be fatal to the soul. There is no way we can do good enough in our 
obedience. This comes from a fundamental reality of our human nature, that we are not good and 
good enough inside. But this is such a struggle for so many, which is why we can distort this 
whole issue. We can distort this, because we often see that obedience is very important and it can 
seem to come across as the condition for salvation like passages where Scripture says that God 
will judge us by what we’ve done. So a confusion sets in that we don’t examine biblically. 

One major distortion here that I’ve heard a lot of people elude to is that we may believe 
in Jesus, but we aren’t fully Christians yet and we won’t be until we stand before God and find 
out whether we’ve done enough good. Many people are not sure if they are there yet. They are 
trying to do good and are trying to be a good Christian, but they are just not sure if they are fully 
Christian yet. “Are you a Christian?” “I’m trying,” they say. Many people think that there’s truly 
no way to know if they are fully Christian in this life. So though on the surface they may say that 
they are saved by believing in Jesus alone, but when it comes to living that salvation out, that’s 
where the uncertainty comes in. They are just not sure how they are doing, because they are 
commanded to obey, but they know they fall short in their daily life, so the answer they come up 
with is, “I don’t know if I’m fully Christian right now.” This is a theological problem that affects 
our life. The problem stems from not understanding the law and the gospel, the purposes of the 
law, and is a confusion between justification and sanctification. We can’t reconcile these things. 

Along with this is something else that does not help this confusion. It is how we 
minimize this idea of obedience to just a sincerity of effort. We do this by creating our own 
standard of what we think obedience is and therefore come up with the idea that if you feel like 
you are obeying, then you are. We look inward to our emotions for assurance of salvation too 
often, because we’ve made that our primary standard. We like to minimize things today. We like 
to make things easy. We like to customize our life to our way. But the problem that happens here 
is that when the standard of assurance is our feelings primarily, then what happens when we are 
struggling? Too often then we are riddled with doubt, which does the opposite of helping our 
understanding of salvation and how it relates to obeying God’s law. 



Obedience is not a condition for salvation, because our salvation depends on Jesus’ 
obedience. Since we have broken God’s law as a result of what is inside of us, then we need 
someone to obey for us. God commands us to obey, but we can’t in any way. When we disobey 
once we have ruined it all. So this issue of obedience is the whole of why Jesus had to come. 
God has commanded us to obey, but we’ve disobeyed. So we need to be punished for our 
disobedience and we need to right our wrongs and obey or else that punishment will be eternal. 
So this is where we see Jesus’ obedience come into play as a Substitute. He obeyed His Father’s 
commands perfectly, not for Himself, but He did it for those that the Father gave Him. He acted 
in their place for them, you if you are in Christ or if you truly come to Christ in your lifetime. So 
then too often as we see it we see that Jesus obeyed the law of God when we couldn’t, so 
therefore we can easily think that since He obeyed the whole law for our salvation, then the law 
is really not applicable for us today. This is another result of minimizing the scope of the law of 
God where we see it in just one dimension. That dimension is strictly how Jesus obeyed the law 
for our salvation, therefore what comes from that is often the idea that the law then is really not 
relevant and any need to obey the law is really not necessary. It is helpful, but not necessary. This 
is where the antinomian heresy concerning salvation has come from and where many other 
antinomian mentalities and responses have existed. Anti= against and nomos= law. We can think 
that the law of God has been completely done away with, so it has no bearing on us after the 
work of Jesus. Is that true? No. Are we really obligated to obey since it is not a condition for 
salvation that’s dependent on us? No for salvation, but yes for what this verse describes. And that 
has many implications for all of life. 

Foundationally, the effect or result of salvation will be evident. When Olive plays with 
her toys she can make quite a mess. Toys are all over the floor. That is a result or an effect of 
what she has done. She is the one who has caused it to happen and the result is that there is 
evidence of her doing something. When it comes to salvation, God alone is the cause of our 
salvation. Jesus alone is the one who worked for our salvation, securing it for His people in His 
life, death, resurrection, and ascension. The Holy Spirit alone comes to give us that eternal life 
that was purchased and secured by Jesus and He gives it to us through the gospel by His 
regenerating grace where He brings us to life and causes us to repent of our sin and believe in 
Jesus alone. Out of this gracious Trinitarian work there is an effect, a result, which often is 
described as fruit. When God causes salvation to happen then there will be evidence as a result. 
When God saves someone He shows what He has done by working in and through that person to 
bring them to obey. This is living out that new life under the Lordship of Jesus. 
 Notice in this verse that Jesus says, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” 
There is no question that there will be evidence, biblical evidence, but there is also no question, 
given the rest of the testimony of Scripture, that this evidence is not perfection in every area that 
we are to obey. Here again is the important of knowing the difference between justification and 
sanctification. In justification we are declared right by God solely based on what Jesus has done 
and that declaration will never change. It will never go away, nor will it ever increase or 
decrease. Sanctification on the other hand is what God does within us after we are saved and 
justified. That is an ongoing work that does not result in perfection this side of heaven, but all 
actions live under the perfection of Jesus. Of course, we still sin when we are truly saved, but 
that doesn’t take away the fact that we will show evidence of salvation by obeying God’s law. 
And that obedience will grow over time as this looks ahead in the Christian life. So in this sense 
obedience is an obligation. We must purposefully strive to obey God’s law as a Christian. This 



takes practice and discipline. Often times we have to force ourselves to obey, because by nature 
we don’t want to obey. But when I say that people may say, “Ah! You are a legalist!” There is a 
major difference between disciplining ourselves and forcing when love exists and forcing 
ourselves when love doesn’t exist. So any legalist accusation comes from a confusion of the two. 
 This existence of love is the result. Obedience is a result, because love is a result first. 
What is this love and where does it come from? This love comes from God and is not something 
we possess or can produce without a new heart and eternal life in Christ and without the Holy 
Spirit working. From within our sinful nature comes a love for darkness, which is every form of 
lawlessness like believing falsehood and giving over to the passions of the flesh. Everything not 
done by faith is sin and sin is lawlessness, disobedience toward God and His law. And faith is an 
active result of the new heart, not the cause of the new heart, so even if the action seems pleasing 
to God, when done in the flesh it is filthy rags to God. So since we do not possess this love for 
God and cannot produce it, this very love itself must be given to us, implanted within us by God 
Himself. Speaking about one of Jesus’ commands to love one another that we studied not too 
long ago 1 John 4:7 says, “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever 
loves has been born of God and knows God.” Once this love is made alive within us we begin to 
love God back, because He first loved us in Christ. This love of God automatically goes back to 
God as soon as He begins the good work of regeneration in us. And that love continues and 
grows from there outward toward others. This is a love that we are conscience of. This is a love 
that reflects the biblical description of what this love is according to God. At the heart of this 
love is a denial of self, because it is reflective of the love of self-denial that Jesus exhibited for us 
while we were dead in sin. From this love comes a desire, a true and abiding desire, to live under 
the Lordship of Jesus in obedience to God and His law, because of salvation coming through the 
gospel. In this sense it is a love that cannot be forced, because the transformed natural reality of 
the new heart now is that it lives and is produced by God, not us. So it will exist naturally, 
because God is in us and is at work. And this comes back to the “if” of this verse. Though we 
may fight against it, if this loves exists within us then the abiding fruit of obedience to God’s law 
will happen. That part cannot be forced, because no one can force God to do anything. The 
action of this love is God doing something in and through us. That is fundamental to see.   
 But as we look at this from our perspective we should be able to see the necessity of 
discipline where we force ourselves to do what, by nature, we don’t want to do. This forcing is 
the striving, the practice, the intentional walking in being deliberate in how we walk. This is how 
we look at all the commands of God from the perspective of someone who is a Christian. God 
calls us to obey, so with this new desire produced by God that comes from the love God 
produces is then the action to discipline ourselves and practice obedience. This is where Jesus is 
driving His disciples to, because we have to remember that Jesus just told them that He is 
leaving. So they will need to focus on how God calls them to live. This is the beautiful third use 
of the law, which talks about the Christian life after someone has been saved where we follow 
Christ, which is following His active obedience to the law in this context. We follow in His 
footsteps, so we follow in His obedience. But if we keep trying to force obedience when love 
doesn’t truly exist then we won’t have peace in our conscience. When we know that the standard 
is God’s law and not our feelings, but we continually don’t have peace and assurance then 



something’s wrong. We should delight in God’s law as David does, but that won’t be true if this 
love doesn’t exist within us from the work of God through the law and the gospel.    
 So with this importance of obedience to God’s law, does that mean we are to obey the 
ceremonial law? And what about the moral and civil law? Here again can come the question, "I 
thought we weren’t under the law anymore?” We are not under the law in terms of our eternal 
relationship with our sin and God anymore, because of what Jesus has done in our place, if we 
are in Christ. There is now no condemnation. We have been freed and have come out from under 
the law and are now under Christ. To understand this more we ought to reflect on this, God’s law 
can be broken up into three categories, the moral, ceremonial, and civil. The ceremonial law with 
its animal sacrifices and offerings and other duties, that whole part of the law pointed to Jesus 
and His fulfillment of that part as our Great High Priest though there are very important 
applications for us from the ceremonial law. That does go away. But He was the once for all 
sacrifice for sin, so all the Old Covenant ceremonial law, that part is done away with. There is no 
need for sacrifices and offerings and the rest like what foods you can’t eat or how you can’t wear 
a blend of fabrics. Those parts were all types and shadows that described the atoning sacrifice of 
Jesus. So since He was the High Priest and since He offered Himself up for sin, then that 
ceremonial law is no longer binding. (HEBREWS 10:1-18)  
 When it comes to the moral law, that is still binding on mankind. It is not binding in that 
we have to obey the moral law in order to be saved. No one can do that. The moral law is 
expressed in the Ten Commandments and that serves two purposes, one before salvation and the 
other after salvation. Before salvation the moral law is to be brought to bear upon the heart and 
mind as a mirror where the sinner can come to a knowledge of sin. If it wasn’t for the law Paul 
wouldn’t have come to understand the depth of his coveting. He describes this in Romans 7. In 
Romans 3:19-20 Paul says, “Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are 
under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since 
through the law comes knowledge of sin.” This is the sense in which we are under the law before 
salvation. And it is used as a mirror to show us our sin and as God works to bring someone to 
salvation they can come to a knowledge of sin, hear the gospel, and repent and believe by the 
work of the Spirit. After salvation the moral law is the path of righteousness we walk on in Christ 
by the Spirit. In salvation we’ve been given a new heart that produces a love for God, so as that 
love is produced by the Spirit we then obey. And the moral law is at the core of that obedience. 
Within that obedience any love toward neighbor comes, because there is a love for God first. 
Further then, the Spirit convicts us in our disobedience and when we disobey, we repent and 
pursue holiness according to God and His law.  
 When it comes to the civil law, this is where it gets tricky for people. But if we look at it 
through an evangelistic lens it may become clear. Rooted in the moral law, the civil law has two 
parts as well, one before salvation and the other after. Before salvation the civil law is to be a 
restraint on sin and wickedness within society. When this is done and a nation’s civil laws reflect 
God’s civil law, founded on the moral, then it will be a tangible conduit through which people 
can come to a knowledge of their sin. It can drive people in very tangible ways to look in the 
mirror and see who they are before God, a sinner who commits lawlessness. This will then, it 
should, open them up to hear the good news of the gospel. This was not only necessary and true 



of the nation of Israel, but it is true and very applicable to any nation. The hard part that people 
struggle with is how is this implemented in different generations and cultures, like ours? This is 
where you extract the general principles of God’s civil and case laws and implement them in the 
current generation. This takes biblical wisdom, but if we see this through that evangelistic lens 
then the need for this should be a no-brainer. After salvation there then should be a recognition 
that God’s civil law applied faithfully to the current time, whenever that is, is 1) a recipe for a 
society that honors God, 2) is evangelistic in nature, and 3) loves neighbor from the foundational 
of what we all know we need, life in Christ.  
 Coming back to this love that seeks to obey the commandments of God, this love will 
seek to understand what we’ve talked about and how it applies to life. And this isn’t just in our 
private lives, but this also affects our lives out in society. This is a theological endeavor, because 
our beliefs influence our behavior. So the more we see God’s truth and meditate on it in life then 
the more we will see change as we pray that the Holy Spirit brings that change. The depth of 
theological truth we must see here is the truth of God’s sovereign grace. If this love exists then 
keeping the commandments will happen. Isn’t that what this says? As we mentioned at the 
beginning, we should know clearly that this obedience is not a moralistic and legalistic condition 
of salvation. Instead, the biblical testimony is that God by the Holy Spirit produces all of this. 
Though from salvation on we are now alive and can choose disobedience, our lives won’t 
ultimately be lives in patterned disobedience, if we are in Christ. “He who began a good work in 
you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ” Philippians 1:6. That speaks clearly to 
this exact reality. Salvation is all of God. Yet in salvation we are alive and we have real desires 
and actions that can now be pleasing to God and displeasing to Him. But even the displeasing is 
meant for good as God disciplines His children as their loving Father, so that they can be refined 
and share in the holiness of Christ. What a beautiful reality this is when the love of God truly 
exists within man. And as God will produce this obedience, verses like this ought to be used to 
examine ourselves. Is obedience a way to be saved? Is our obedience how we are a full Christian, 
which we won’t know until the last day? Do we see evidence of that thinking in our lives or do 
we see evidence of the contrary, evidence that magnifies this sovereign grace of God where He 
powerfully raised us to life and put a new heart in us that now produces new beliefs, new 
affections, new desires, and new actions? Will we find true assurance in verses like this that 
magnify the grace of God in light of His law or will our conscience be convicted, unsettled, and 
without true peace and rest, because we see law without grace?


