
Raising Children 
Family Fundamentals 

 

 Good morning, everyone.  As we continue in our short series called “Family Fundamentals” 

today, our focus shifts to that of raising children.  And I want to start by praising God for the 

family He has given to me and the life-changing journey that loving and leading them has been.  

For those of you who are visiting or new, I’d like to spread my feathers like a peacock for a 

moment and show you a picture of my family.   

 

 
 

Now when I look at a picture like that I feel a lot of things.  I feel joy and maybe a bit of pride.  

I feel thankful and encouraged.  I feel hopeful.  But I also see a lot of work getting that group to 

where they are and a lot of prayers.  I feel some fear about all the big decisions that are ahead 

and growing up that still has to be done, and much of it without mom and dad nearby. 

 

So while we have a lot ahead of us with our children moving on, our nest emptying out, and 

perhaps different ones coming back for awhile, weddings, and so forth.  There is a lot we have 

the privilege of looking back on. 

 



We’ve laughed, we’ve yelled, we’ve taught, we’ve celebrated, we’ve disciplined - too harsh 

sometimes and too little other times.  And we’ve prayed… oh how we have prayed, and still do.  

Can you relate?   

 

We’ve been confused, frustrated, proud, fulfilled, and a host of other feelings.  Every season 

brings new challenges in this business of raising children.  And God has been with us every step 

of the way.  And His word has kept us centered and focused and consistent throughout these 

years. 

 

When Angi and I were newly married, we were unsure we would even be able to have children.  

Doctors were skeptical.  But once they started coming, it was hard to get them to stop.   

 

On December 13, 1990 when our firstborn arrived, everything changed in a big, big way.  We 

entered the raising children adventure and have been treading water ever since.  We now get 

glimpses of what it’s going to be like with just the two of us again.  But this journey of raising 

children sure has been quite a ride. 

 

But that’s enough nostalgia.  Here’s the track we’ll be on for the next 30 minutes or so. 

 

We’re going to visit the first family and see what we can learn from them about God’s design, 

and what hinders God’s design. 

 

Then I’m going to dare to close the message with some advice that comes from what we’ve 

learned over the years.   

 

Let’s pray, shall we? 

 

I like to encourage you to open your bibles to Genesis. We’ll be reading from Genesis 1 and 4.  

These passages take us to the very foundation of bearing and raising children and give us a 

glimpse of the first family.   This first passage is known as the “Creation Mandate.” 

 

Gen 1:26-28  Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and 

let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over 

all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 God created man in 

His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 God 

blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; 

and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that 

moves on the earth."   

 

That part of God’s plan is going quite well.  The earth’s population is getting on 7 billion 

people.  Unfortunately, things got off track rather quickly.  In Chapter 3, before the arrival of 

the first baby, Adam and Eve brought sin into the picture.  In Genensis 3 we learn about how 

that took place and how God said it was going to affect things.  They were removed from the 

Garden of Eden.  Their relationship with God and with each other was messed up.   

 



So let’s read Genesis 4:1-10 

 

The theme of Genesis 3-4 is the subject of sin.  The people of Genesis 3-4 are the first family.  

The first husband, the first wife, and the first kids.  And when sin intersects with families, 

God’s plans and God’s design gets off track.  For today I simply want to share with you some 

simple fundamentals about raising children that can be observed from these texts.  For me, these 

texts clarify what our task is, what we are up against, and what we have working for us in 

raising children for God’s glory.   

 

 Fundamental #1: All Children Need Mom and Dad 

 

We know from Genesis 2 when God brought Eve to Adam that marriage was instituted by God, 

and this statement in Genesis 1 had to come after that.  God first created marriage and the 

physical, spiritual, emotional and relational union called marriage between the man and the 

woman. 

 

Then He commanded the man and the woman, the husband and the wife, to be fruitful and 

multiply.  So God’s plan and design was for children to have a mom and a dad.   

 

And the only thing that can or ever has interrupted that plan has been sin related.  Can you think 

of one possible scenario where a child would not have both a father and a mother to raise them 

that you cannot trace back to sin? (conception by rape, promiscuity – sin.  Separation by death 

or divorce -- sin.)  Any diversion from God’s plan is traced back to sin in one way or another, 

whether by the parents or merely back to Adam. 

 

When Jesus was questioned about divorce, He referred people back to Genesis 2.  “In the 

beginning it was not so…” 

 

Now every since the Garden of Eden people have been trying to raise their children with sin 

pounding at the door, pretending to be something it’s not to lead them down the path of 

destruction.  Some of you are fighting the battle of raising kids without their dad or without 

their mom or as a part of a mixed family.  And there is nothing you can do about it.   You have 

to do your best with what you’ve got. 

 

But it needs to be understood that unequivocally that God’s plan for raising children involves 

both a mother and a father. 

 

Moms can’t be dads, try as they might.  Dads can’t be moms, try as we might.  Both dad and 

mom play very important roles.  And without the dad being the father God wants him to be or 

the mom being the mother God wants her to be, the child is put at a very real disadvantage. 

 

Kids learn by watching.  Kids learn through discipline.  They learn so much just being around 

their parents.  Now regardless of your situation, your take away here is simply this: Your child 

needs you.  Without you they are going to struggle.  

 



But they need more than that don’t they?  I’ve seen many situations where the mom and dad are 

so messed up that the kids are watching and modeling after walking destruction; and what 

multiplies is not healthy adults who are able to raise their own healthy children.  They not only 

need you…. 

 

Fundamental #2: Your Children Need A God-Fearing You 

 

But they not only need you.  They need the “you” that God created you to be.  They need the 

best you.  A you who loves God and loves them.  A you that will raise them for God.  A you 

that will by the power of God’s spirit protect them spiritually and set an example for them 

spiritually. 

 

Having and raising children started with God and is an act of obedience to God’s command in 

Genesis 1:28.   

 

We are raising our children for God, not for ourselves; and not even for themselves.  We are 

raising them for God. 

 

The bible says in Psalm 127 that “children are a gift of the Lord.”  They are entrusted to us by 

God, which means we are accountable to God for raising them for His purposes.  We may be 

their parents, but God is their creator. 

 

Many parents think their job is a job well done if their children can stand on their own two feet 

in this world.  And granted that’s an important part of it.  But God expects more than that.  God 

is wanting to fill the earth not with good employees, but with God-fearing God glorifying men 

and women who reproduce a Godly generation. 

 

Your children need their father to be a Godly man and need their mother to be a Godly woman.  

This means your own relationship with God and spiritual growth is so important.  Your 

example, your wisdom, your discernment is going to need to grow into greater godliness as 

your children grow older. 

 

There is a lot my children are getting from me today that I didn’t have when they were born, 

and those things come from growing in Christ as a God-fearing and worshipping man.    

 

Fundamental #3: Your Child is a Sinner and Needs Jesus 

 

Where do I get that from in our texts?  Cain and Able had to make a sacrifice to worship God.  

Both of them were sinners, or no sacrifice would have been needed. 

 

What was right about Abel’s was that it was one of faith in the shed blood of the future 

Redeemer.  What was wrong with Cain’s was that it was a work of his own hands.  Now I can’t 

take the time that would be necessary to explain all that.   

 



But the book of Hebrews and Chapter 11 makes it clear that Able’s sacrifice was from faith and 

that was what established it as acceptable to the Lord. 

 

Now every acceptable sacrifice in the Old Testament was a foreshadowing of Christ’s ultimate 

and final sacrifice. 

 

So what we can learn from the first family is the importance of teaching your children about sin, 

about faith, and about Jesus.   

 

The fundamental responsibility of every mom and dad is to teach, live and model the gospel.   

 

Fundamental #4: Realize Your Child is ultimately Accountable to God 

 

The story of Genesis 4 is tragic and shows us what sin can do to a family.  But there is some 

encouragement from this story if you look for it.   

 

First, notice that God is dealing with both Cain and Able.  Parents are never raising children on 

their own.  God is in it with us.   

 

Secondly, Cain and Able had the same parents with the same issues.  And each one ultimately 

made their own choices.  One was teachable and submissive to God.  The other rebellious and 

independent.   

 

Adam and Eve couldn’t blame their own upbringing for they had God Himself as their parent 

and teacher.   I know a many God-fearing moms and dads whose children, after having received 

a good example and loving environment and gospel teaching etc., have had sin creep in and 

capture the hearts of one or even more of their children. 

 

Moms and dads have a job to do, and it’s over all of our heads.  We need to partner with God in 

this and we need to pray like crazy, love unconditionally, and never give up or quit being their 

mom and dad.  The job is never done.  And the story is still unfolding. 

 

So if you’re not seeing what you wanted to see, keep your knees bent and heaven hearing your 

voice.  Keep connected with your children and building your relationship with them.   

 

Learn from God what it is like to be the father of the prodigal son who is always ready to 

receive back that child who has wandered, rebelled, disrespected and fallen short of God’s plans 

for them.  If they see that grace in you, they will be more likely to believe they will find that 

same grace in God. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

After 3 weeks of focusing on God’s design for the family, we’ve probably all realized that 

we’ve fallen short of God’s design in one way or another -- being the husband we are called to 



be, or the wife, or raising children by God’s design.  Every one of us is or has missed it 

somewhere. 

 

And this is always the way it is with teaching God’s holy standard.  It imparts wisdom, but 

reveals gaps.  It is at this point where we must emphasize the good news of grace. 

 

There are so many points and places on the journey where Satan attracts us to something less 

than God’s design. 

 

Promiscuity before marriage 

Adultery 

Materialism instead of spiritual maturity 

Disrespect and cutting remarks 

Failing to love your wife and support or build up your husband. 

Neglecting your children or making them split time between their parents in separate homes 

Misguided priorities that puts career over family, money over God 

 

In each and every case God’s word calls us back, holds us accountable, and most importantly 

extends grace and forgiveness. 

 


