
REVELATION – SERMON 48 
 

THE WAR IN HEAVEN 
 

Revelation 12:7-12 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
• War is one of the evil fruits of the fall, and the entrance of sin 

to the world 
 
• There would be no war if there was no evil 
 
• In both the physical and spiritual realm, those on the side of 

righteousness have a duty to fight against evil. 
 
• God himself is described as a “man of war” (Exodus 15:3) 

who is “mighty in battle” (Psalm 24:8) 
 
• The first, and greatest, war began about 6,000 years ago 

when Lucifer rose up against God. 
 
• That war continues today and will not end until Satan’s final 

onslaught at the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:7-10) 
 
• In this war, Satan seeks to take dominion over God’s creation, 

particularly man, who is made in God’s image 
 
• In the opening verses of this chapter, John was shown a 

vision of a woman, representing Israel, being opposed by a 
red dragon, representing Satan. 

 
• Verse 4 described Satan’s initial rebellion and fall (Isaiah 

14:12-15) 



 
• Today’s verses look to a future downfall of Satan during a war 

which will take place at the mid-point of the tribulation 
 
I. THE ARCHANGEL’S EJECTION OF THE DRAGON FROM  
   HEAVEN (7-9) 
 

A. War in heaven 
 

1. This is the “third heaven” (2 Corinthians 12:2), where 
God and the angelic hosts dwell 

 
2. After his fall, Satan has continued to have limited 

access to heaven (Job 1:6; 2:1; Zechariah 3:1; Luke 
22:31; Revelation 12:10) 

 
3. Note that Satan’s seat/throne is on the earth 

 
a. This throne has been at various locations 

throughout history, including Babylon (Isaiah 14:4ff), 
Tyre (Ezekiel 28:12-19), Pergamos (Revelation 
2:13), Rome (Revelation 17:18), and in the 
Tribulation will be set up in the temple in Jerusalem 
(Matthew 24:15) 

 
4. This will be a war fought by spiritual beings in the 

spiritual realm with immense spiritual energies 
 

B. Michael and his angels 
 

1. His name means “Who is like God?” 
 

2. He is called “the archangel” in Jude 9 
 



3. His is “one of the chief princes” (Daniel 10:13), “your 
[Israel’s] prince” (Daniel 10:21) and “the great prince” 
(Daniel 12:1), having a special role in protecting Israel 

 
4. His voice will be heard at the Rapture (1 Thessalonians 

4:16) 
 

5. He has a long history of contending with the devil (Jude 
9) 

 
6. “His angels” would indicate his command over the 

inferior holy angels 
 

C. The dragon and his angels 
 

1. Satan bears many different names 
 

a. Dragon – indicates fierceness and violence 
 

b. That old serpent (Genesis 3:1) 
 

c. The Devil (diabolos) – slanderer 
 

d. Satan – adversary, opposer 
 

2. He “deceiveth the whole world” 
 

a. Sin and the curse entered the world by means of 
the deception of Satan (2 Corinthians 11:3; 1 
Timothy 2:14) 

 
b. He is the father of lies (John 8:44) 

 



c. The philosophies and belief systems that 
overspread the world are the work of the deceiver 
(Colossians 2:8-9) 

 
d. The prince of darkness often appears as an angel of 

light, and his ministers as ministers of righteousness 
(2 Corinthians 11:13-15) 

 
e. The beast and false prophet, under the control of 

Satan, will deceive them that dwell on the earth (2 
Thessalonians 2:9-12; Revelation 13:13-14; 16:14) 

 
f. He will again deceive the nations of the world at the 

end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:8-10) 
 

3. He is the “accuser of the brethren” 
 

a. Throughout history, Satan has opposed believers by 
accusing them before God (Job 1:6-12; Zechariah 
3:1-5) 

 
b. While the tribulation takes place on earth, the 

Judgment Seat of Christ for believers takes place in 
heaven (Romans 14:10-12; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15; 2 
Corinthians 5:10-11), and the devil may be present, 
continuing to bring accusations against the saints 

 
c. Despite the devil’s constant accusations, the 

believer has an Advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the Righteous (1 John 2:1-2) 

 
4. The devil marshals an army of fallen angels, devils, 

and unclean spirits which form a great infernal 
hierarchy (Ephesians 6:11-12) 

 



D. The dragon cast down 
 

1. The devil sought to “cast down” the Lord Jesus during 
his time on earth, but failed (Matthew 4:6; Luke 4:29-
30)  

 
2. Throughout history, Satan has been repeatedly cast 

down by God 
 

a. He was cast down from his exalted position after his 
first rebellion against God (Isaiah 14:12; Ezekiel 
28:16) 

 
b. He was cast down to the ground after tempting Eve 

in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:14) 
 

c. Christ’s death and resurrection marked Satan’s 
defeat and sealed his future casting down (John 
12:31; Colossians 2:15; Hebrews 2:14) 

 
d. He will be cast out of heaven by Michael (Luke 

10:18) 
 

e. He will be bound and cast into the bottomless pit at 
the coming of Christ (Revelation 20:2-3) 

 
f. After 1000 years he will be cast into the lake of fire 

(Revelation 20:10) 
 

3. From this point, Satan will be the “prince of the power 
of the air” no longer, confined to the earth for 3½ years 

 
 
 
 



II. THE ANSWERING EXULTATION OF THE DWELLERS IN  
    HEAVEN (10-12) 
 

A. A cry of triumph (10) 
 

1. The “loud voice” is probably from the redeemed in 
heaven, as they refer to “our brethren” 

 
2. The casting out of Satan brings anticipation of the 

imminent kingdom of Christ 
 

B. Praise of the overcomers (11) 
 

1. All believers are defined as overcomers through Christ 
 

a. “Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that 
believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John 
5:4-5) 

 
b. “Ye have overcome the wicked one” (1 John 2:13-

14; 4:4) 
 

c. “Nay, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us.” (Romans 
8:37) 

 
d. Those who fall away were never saved (1 John 

2:19) 
 

2. By the blood of the Lamb 
 

a. The blood of Christ is the only means of salvation 
(Revelation 1:5) 

 



b. Justification during the tribulation, as in every 
dispensation, is by grace through faith 

 
3. By the word of their testimony 

 
a. As true believers, they evidenced their faith by their 

witness for Christ (Revelation 1:9) 
 

4. They loved not their lives unto the death 
 

a. The true Christian “hates his own life” (Luke 14:26), 
and is willing to “lose his life for Christ’s sake” (Mark 
8:35) 

 
b. The martyrs’ blood does not represent a victory of 

Satan, but a triumph of faith, and the coronation of 
the faithful, for whom death means entering into 
Christ’s presence (Revelation 2:10) 

 
C. Rejoicing in heaven, woe upon earth (12) 

 
1. Those in heaven, both angels and the redeemed, 

rejoice that the devil is forever banished from heaven 
 

2. The unrepentant inhabiters of the earth must now 
suffer the intense wrath of God in the seven vial 
judgments, as well as the furious wrath of Satan who is 
confined to the earth 

 
3. He knoweth that he hath but a short time 

 
a. That time period is 3½ years (vv.6,14) 

 



b. This shows that though the devil is highly intelligent, 
he is also mad in his war against God, knowing full 
well he will ultimately be defeated 

 
CONCLUSION  
 
1. God has prepared a place for the woman (Israel), and Jesus 

is preparing a place for his disciples, so God has prepared a 
place for the devil and his angels (Matthew 25:41) 

 
2. The devil is certainly a formidable foe, and we must be 

vigilant against him (1 Peter 5:8); we must not be ignorant of 
his devices (2 Corinthians 2:11); we must not give place to 
him (Ephesians 4:27); and we must resist him (James 4:7) 

 
3. The church can take comfort in Christ’s promise that “the 

gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18) 
 
4. The believer looks forward to the day when “the God of peace 

shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly” (Romans 16:20) 
 
5. Are you among the number of those who overcome the devil? 
 
6. Is all your hope and trust in the blood of the Lamb? 
 
7. Does your conversation bear the word of testimony for Jesus 

Christ? 
 
8. Do you love not your life unto the death? (Acts 20:24) 


