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1 Peter 4:16-19 16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let 
him glorify God on this behalf. 17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the 
house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the 
gospel of God? 18 And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and 
the sinner appear? 19 Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God 
commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. 
 
16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God 
on this behalf. 
 

Matthew 5:10-12 10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and 
shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be exceeding 
glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were 
before you. 

 
Luke 6:22-23 22 Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you 
from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of 
man's sake. 23 Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward is 
great in heaven: for in the like manner did their fathers unto the prophets. 
 

To suffer as a Christian in the words of Jesus Christ is: To be reviled, persecuted, spoken against in 
evil and false ways. To be hated, separated from others, reproached, called evil. 
 
But Jesus says that we are blessed because our suffering is proof that our reward is great in heaven 
and that the knowledge that our heavenly reward is great should produce in us rejoicing, gladness, and 
joy. 

 
John 15:18-21 18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 19 
If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 20 Remember the word that I 
said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they 
will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 21 But all 
these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him 
that sent me. 

 
And Jesus says (as Peter wrote in verse 12: think it not strange) the world hated him first, and 
persecuted him first, and the world does all these things because they do not know God. 
 
17a For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: 
 
What is the house of God? 
 

Hebrews 3:1-6 1 Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the 
Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; 2 Who was faithful to him that 
appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all his house. 3 For this man was counted 
worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath builded the house 
hath more honour than the house. 4 For every house is builded by some man; but 
he that built all things is God. (Continued) 
(Continued) 5 And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of 
those things which were to be spoken after ; 6 But Christ as a son over his own house; 
whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope 
firm unto the end. 
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The writer writes that we are God's house. 
 

Hebrews 10:19-24 19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the 
blood of Jesus, 20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, 
that is to say, his flesh; 21 And having an high priest over the house of God; 22 Let us 
draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil 
conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the profession of our 
faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 24 And let us consider one another to 
provoke unto love and to good works: 25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as 
the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 
approaching. 

 
1 Peter 2:5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

 
The writer writes that Jesus Christ is the high priest over God's house. 
 

Ephesians 2:19-22 19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 20 And are built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone; 21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an 
holy temple in the Lord: 22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation 
of God through the Spirit. 

 
Paul writes that the Jesus Christ is the cornerstone of the house, which is the temple of God, which is 
us. We are the house of God. We are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets. 
 
What is the judgment? 
 
It is possible that Peter is reckoning judgment to be what was soon to happen at Jerusalem, but it is 
more likely that Peter is referring to the judment of suffering which was coming upon and would 
continue to come upon the house of God (the church). 
 

1 Corinthians 11:32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we 
should not be condemned with the world. 

 
Hebrews 10:26-31 26 For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of 
the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, 27 But a certain fearful 
looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. 28 
He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses: 29 Of how 
much sorer punishment, suppose ye , shall he be thought worthy , who hath 
trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, 
wherewith he was sanctified , an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the 
Spirit of grace? (Continued) 
(Continued) 30 For we know him that hath said , Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will 
recompense , saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. 31 It is a fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of the living God. 
 
Hebrews 12:3-10 3 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against 
himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. 4 Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, 
striving against sin. 5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto 
children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art 
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rebuked of him: 6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth. 7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for 
what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? 8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof 
all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our 
flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in 
subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they verily for a few days chastened us 
after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his 
holiness. 

 
17b and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of 
God? 18 And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner 
appear? 
 
Peter is paraphrasing from Proverbs. 
 

Proverbs 11:31 Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth: much more 
the wicked and the sinner. 

 
The progression of Peter's argument is: God's obedient children will be judged and will suffer in 
judgment. God's disobedient children (though righteous through the blood of Jesus Christ) will 
scarcely be saved. The ungodly and the sinner (antichrists) will be punished even more so than God's 
children. 
 
The song of Moses, given to him by God before Moses' death and before the Israelites passed over into 
the land of Canaan. This song describes God's judgment and vengeance upon all three of the groups 
Peter identifies. 
 

Deuteronomy 32:1-43 1 Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the 
words of my mouth. 2 My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as 
the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass: 3 Because I will 
publish the name of the LORD: ascribe ye greatness unto our God. 4 He is the Rock, his 
work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, 
just and right is he. 5 They have corrupted themselves, their spot is not the spot of his 
children: they are a perverse and crooked generation. 6 Do ye thus requite the LORD, O foolish 
people and unwise? is not he thy father that hath bought thee? hath he not made thee, and 
established thee? 7 Remember the days of old, consider the years of many generations: ask thy 
father, and he will shew thee; thy elders, and they will tell thee. 8 When the most High divided 
to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the 
people according to the number of the children of Israel. 9 For the LORD'S portion is his 
people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. (Continued) 
 
(Continued) 10 He found him in a desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness; he led him 
about , he instructed him, he kept him as the apple of his eye. 11 As an eagle stirreth up her 
nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her 
wings: 12 So the LORD alone did lead him, and there was no strange god with him. 13 He made 
him ride on the high places of the earth, that he might eat the increase of the fields; and he 
made him to suck honey out of the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock; 14 Butter of kine, and 
milk of sheep, with fat of lambs, and rams of the breed of Bashan, and goats, with the fat of 
kidneys of wheat; and thou didst drink the pure blood of the grape. 15 But Jeshurun waxed fat, 
and kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered with fatness; then he 
forsook God which made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation. 16 
They provoked him to jealousy with strange gods, with abominations provoked they him to 
anger. 17 They sacrificed unto devils, not to God; to gods whom they knew not, to new gods that 
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came newly up, whom your fathers feared not. 18 Of the Rock that begat thee thou art 
unmindful, and hast forgotten God that formed thee. 19 And when the LORD saw it, he 
abhorred them, because of the provoking of his sons, and of his daughters. 20 And he said, I 
will hide my face from them, I will see what their end shall be: for they are a very froward 
generation, children in whom is no faith. 21 They have moved me to jealousy with that which is 
not God; they have provoked me to anger with their vanities: and I will move them to jealousy 
with those which are not a people; I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation. 22 For a 
fire is kindled in mine anger, and shall burn unto the lowest hell, and shall consume the earth 
with her increase, and set on fire the foundations of the mountains. 23 I will heap mischiefs 
upon them; I will spend mine arrows upon them. 24 They shall be burnt with hunger, and 
devoured with burning heat, and with bitter destruction: I will also send the teeth of beasts 
upon them, with the poison of serpents of the dust. 25 The sword without, and terror within, 
shall destroy both the young man and the virgin, the suckling also with the man of gray hairs. 
26 I said, I would scatter them into corners, I would make the remembrance of them to cease 
from among men: 27 Were it not that I feared the wrath of the enemy, lest their adversaries 
should behave themselves strangely, and lest they should say, Our hand is high, and the LORD 
hath not done all this. 28 For they are a nation void of counsel, neither is there any 
understanding in them. 29 O that they were wise, that they understood this, that they would 
consider their latter end! 30 How should one chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to 
flight, except their Rock had sold them, and the LORD had shut them up? 31 For their rock 
is not as our Rock, even our enemies themselves being judges. 32 For their vine is of the vine 
of Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah: their grapes are grapes of gall, their clusters are 
bitter: 33 Their wine is the poison of dragons, and the cruel venom of asps. 34 Is not this laid 
up in store with me, and sealed up among my treasures? 35 To me belongeth vengeance, 
and recompence; their foot shall slide in due time: for the day of their calamity is 
at hand, and the things that shall come upon them make haste. 36 For the LORD 
shall judge his people, and repent himself for his servants, when he seeth that 
their power is gone, and there is none shut up, or left . 37 And he shall say, Where are 
their gods, their rock in whom they trusted , 38 Which did eat the fat of their sacrifices, and 
drank the wine of their drink offerings? let them rise up and help you, and be your protection. 
39 See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god with me: I kill, and I make 
alive ; I wound, and I heal: neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand. 40 
For I lift up my hand to heaven, and say , I live for ever. 41 If I whet my glittering 
sword, and mine hand take hold on judgment; I will render vengeance to mine 
enemies, and will reward them that hate me. (Continued) 
 
 
(Continued) 42 I will make mine arrows drunk with blood, and my sword shall 
devour flesh; and that with the blood of the slain and of the captives, from the 
beginning of revenges upon the enemy. 43 Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people: for he 
will avenge the blood of his servants, and will render vengeance to his adversaries, 
and will be merciful unto his land, and to his people. 
 

So it is that the righteous suffer, and disobedient are punished, and the adversaries of God are 
destroyed. 

 
2 Thessalonians 1:4-10 4 So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your 
patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure: 5 Which is a 
manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted worthy of the 
kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer: 6 Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to 
recompense tribulation to them that trouble you; 7 And to you who are troubled rest 
with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 8 
In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the 



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
08/16/2020 
1 Peter 4:16-19 

5 

gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 9 Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; 10 When he shall come to 
be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (because our testimony 
among you was believed) in that day. 
 
2 Peter 2:9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve 
the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished: 
 

19 Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of 
their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. 

 
We that suffer for righteousness' sake, or that suffer because of disobedience, should continue in or 
return to well doing (good works) because it demonstrates that our souls are committed to God, that 
we have confidence in our salvation. 
 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 
 
1 Peter 3:17 For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for 
evil doing . 

 
Well doing is demonstrated in our actions, even during suffering (examples: Jesus and Stephen). 
 

Luke 6:30-37 30 Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him that taketh away thy goods 
ask them not again. 31 And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise. 
32 For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love 
them. 33 And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners also 
do even the same. 34 And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? 
for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again . 35 But love ye your enemies, and do 
good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the 
children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. 36 Be ye therefore 
merciful, as your Father also is merciful. 37 Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn 
not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: 


