Revelation Series

230820-1 Re 14, From Christ’s 144,000 in Glory to the Winepress of the Wrath of
God-CThurman

In the 13 chapter John wrote of five things.

First, he wrote of a beast that rose up out of the sea. The description given
of this beast was of the fourth and final kingdom of this world. (vss.1-4) The
final form of Gentile power, a ten-nation federation under the Antichrist
which precedes Christ’s everlasting kingdom. (vss. 1-4)

Second, he wrote of this kingdom becoming personalized in a man. This
beast is the Antichrist, the man of sin, the son of perdition. He made war
with the saints and overcame them. (vss.5-8)

Third, he wrote a warning against leading into captivity or taking up arms
against the Antichrist and his kingdom. Here is the patience and faith of the
saints. This is to be the Christian’s proper attitude in that day, not to yield
to or combat this kingdom and its man in that day, but rather endure
faithful to the word of Jesus Christ to the end. (vss.9, 10)

Fourth, he wrote of another beast that rose up out of the earth and
exercised all of the power of the first beast. This is the false prophet. This
man causes all whose names are not written in the Lamb’s book of life to
worship the Antichrist and his image, and to receive his mark, or die. (vss.
11-17) And,

Fifth, he wrote that the number of the beast is 666. (v.18)

The 14™ chapter is the last of the three-chapter interlude (chs.12-14), which some
also call one of the parenthetical sections of the Book of Revelation. This interlude
presents the beginning and the ending, or the rise and fall of the fourth and final
kingdom of this world prior to the Lord Jesus’ second coming to set up His
everlasting kingdom.

In the 14t chapter John'’s attention is turned to the following:
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o The Lamb on mount Sion in glory with the 144,000 virgin, male,
Jewish servants of God (vss.1-5),

o The three angels, each with their own message (vss.6-11):
— Fear, glorify & worship God (vss.6,7 ),
— Babylon is fallen (v.8), &
— The certain condemnation of them that worship the beast (vss.9-

11).

o The Patience of the Saints (vss.12, 13),

The harvesting of the earth (vss.14-16), and,

o The gathering of the vine of the earth into the winepress of the
wrath of God (vss.17-20).

O

Chapter 14
The Lamb on mount Sion with the 144,000 virgin, male, Jewish servants of God in
glory (vss.1-5),
19 Andllooked, and, lo, alamb stood on the mount Sion,
behold

stood, €0TnkOC, nom. sing. neut. part. perf. of the verb To-Tm1, tss.
to establish, to appoint, to present, to set, to stand forth, to stand up.

Jerusalem that is presently on this earth appears to be the daughter of Sion.

Mt 21:5 Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto
thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.

Joh 12:15 Fear not, daughter of Sion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting
on an ass’s colt.

Here, Sion or mount Sion appears refer to the heavenly city, perhaps even
to the New Jerusalem which is eternal and presently in glory; but which
shall come upon the new earth in the eternal age.

Heb 12:22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company
of angels ...
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Ro 11:26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall

come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from
Jacob ...

Of this mount Sion it is certainly in an heavenly location. See the next verses
where it is that the 144,000 sing from heaven (v.2), and are before the
throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders (v.3), which creatures are
in glory. (Re. 4.1-6)

and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father’s
(the Lamb’s)
i
name written in their foreheads.
upon

foreheads, petwnwy, gen. pl. of the noun pétwmnov, petd after +
0’6\|/, Liddell & Scott, ‘the eye, the face, the countenance; nétwmov, is
only found in the Book of Revelation. (Re.7.3; 9.4; 13.16; 14.1, 9;
17.5; 20.4; 22.4)

These 144,000 are the very same male, virgin Jewish servants of God that
were sealed with the seal of God in their foreheads in Re.7.1-8. They do
not represent the nation of Israel as many suppose. As we shall read the
144,000 are called firstfruits to God and to the Lamb. That means theyare

but a small sampling of a much larger group TO BE REDEEMED of the nation
of Israel.

1 Kat eidov kat idou, dpviov €0TnNKOC €Ml TO OpOC LWV Kal LET a0TOD
EKOTOV TECOOPAKOVTO TECOAPEC XIALASEC Exouaal TO dvopa Tol atpog
aUTtol YeypaUUEVOV ETTL TRV HETWTIWV QUTOV

dwvn, a noun bwvn
2 And |l heard a voice from heaven, as the  voice = of many waters,
sound, noise sound, noise
hwvn bwv

and as the voice of a great thunder: and | heard the voice of harpers

3
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sound, noise sound, noise
This voice or sound appears to made by many souls came from heaven.

Re 19:6 And | heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as
the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings,
saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.

pwvn
and | heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps:
sound, noise

2 kal fikovoa ¢wvnVv €k To0 oUpavol w¢ dwvhAv LEATWVY TTOAADV KAl WG
dwvnv Bpovtiig peyaing kat pwvnv Akovoa KIBapwdwv KLOapLloviwy &v
Tol¢ KIBapalg aTOV

3 And they sung as it were a new song before the throne,
(the 144,000 specially
selected servants of God)

and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn
was able (to)

that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed
from the earth. had been bought

were redeemed, nyopacouévol, nom. pl. masc. part. pref. pass. of the
verb o’Lyopo’L(;w, tss. to buy (28), to redeem (3).

3 kat adouaolv wg wdnv kawvnv évwriov Tol Bpovou kal Evwriov TV
TeE00APWV {wwV Kol TV mpecButepwv Kat ovdelc AdUvaTo pabelv TV
wonv el YN ai €katov tecoapakovia TEcoapeC XIALASEC ol flyopacpEvol
o T yig

4 These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These
are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed
bought
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from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.
of the first, chiefest

were ... defiled, €époAbvOnoav, 3pl. aor. ind. pass. of the verb
polvw, always tss. with the English to defile (3).

were redeemed, nyopacOnoav, 3pl. aor. ind. pass. of the verb
o’Lyopo’LQw; see prev. verse.

firstfruits, amapyn, dré + dpy, lit. of the first, of the chief or
principle, and always tss. with the English firstfruit (8).

firstfruits — Firstfruits are the first of a larger group. There is the firstfruits
of a man’s labor. For example, when a man labors in the field, then the
produce which that field yields first is called the firstfruits. (Pv.3.9) When
Paul labored to preach Christ in places others had not yet come, the first
souls that came to Christ there he called the firstfruits. (Ro.16.5; 1Co.16.15,
firstfruits of Achaia) Christ is the firstfruits of His elect that have died.
(1Co.15.20, 23) In other words Christ is the very first of the elect that has
been raised from the dead glorified. (Those which have the notion of the
saints being glorified immediately at death need to stop and give this some
thought.) So, the 144,000 is a small sampling of a much large group that
shall be redeemed of the nation of Israel. The 144,000 are the firstfruits of
the nation of Israel to God and to the Lamb. They are dedicated to a special
service around the Lord Jesus, forever.

‘These ... are clearly precursors (since they are “the first fruits”) of
others from among Israel who will be redeemed.’

‘They are a forerunner of a host of Jewish people who will survive the
Day of the Lord and come to the Savior at the end of the seventieth
week.” Marvin Rosenthal, The Pre-wrath Rapture of the Church, p.74,
Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nashville (1990)

‘In the 144,000 there is seen the firstfruits unto God and the Lamb.
They will be the firstfruits from the Jewish harvest, the firstfruits of

5
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the new beginning of the Israelite people for their fathers’ sakes
which will come when the times of the Gentiles has run its course.’
G. E. Jones, A Verse by Verse Commentary on Revelation, p.160,
Capital Off-Set Printing Co., 6 Printing (1981)

4 ouTtol iolv ol peta yuvak®v oUK €poAlvBnoav mapBEvol yap eiolv outot
elowv ol akoAouBolvteg T apviw Omou av UTtAyn outoL AyopdcOnoav Amno
TV AvBpwnwv amapxn T® Be® kal T dpviw

5 And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the
throne of God.

guile, 86\og, a noun, subtility, deceit, craft, guile.

without fault, uwpoi, nom. pl. masc. of the noun dpwpog, o
negative particle + pwpog, blemish; tss. to be without blame, to be
without blemish, to be without spot.

In the 7" chapter, where the 144,000 are first mentioned, following the
loosing of the 6% seal and just before the seven trumpet judgments begin
to fall, there is an angel that cries out with a loud voice to the four angels of
the four winds not to hurt the earth until after we (evidently several angels
involved in this work) have sealed the 144,000 servants of God in their
foreheads; 12,000 from each of the tribes of Israel. These servants are
virgin, male Jews. (cf. Re.7.1-8) Immediately after they are sealed there is
the account of a great, innumerable multitude of souls standing before the
throne and before the Lamb in glory. Of these it is said that they came out
of great tribulation. (cf. Re.7.9, 14) The next time we read of the 144,000
servants of God (Re.14) they are standing on mount Sion with the Lamb in
heaven. How and when these 144,000 came to be in glory IS NOT
REVEALED. But if I could posit an opinion here against the popular notion
that the 144,000 were preaching the gospel during the tribulation period.

THERE IS NOTHING IN SCRIPTURE THAT SAYS THAT THE 144,000 WILL BE
PREACHING THE GOSPEL DURING THE TRIBULATION PERIOD. It is thought
that the reason there could appear an innumerable multitude of martyred
souls suddenly before the throne of God and the Lamb was because the

6
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144,000 had been preaching the gospel then. After all, so the theory goes,
being the church has been raptured out before the start of the tribulation
period, and because it cannot be denied that Christians are being
slaughtered during this time, someone must be preaching the gospel and so
soul are being saved even then. But, brethren, this entire idea is without
biblical basis. Itis a dream, and a bad one at that.

Let’s be honest. There is scant information about the 144,000 servants of
God, and nothing that tells us how they came from living on the earth to
being in glory. BUT given the order of events as recorded in the 7" chapter
of Revelation the implication is that they suffered martyrdom at about the
same time that the innumerable multitude did, during the great tribulation.

5 Kol &€v T otopatL auTt®Wv oU) eUPEON SOAOC: AuwHoL yap elov Eévwriiov
tol Bpovou tod Beold

The three angels, each with their own message (vss.6-11): The First Angel: Fear &
glorify God (vss.6, 7).
6 9 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven,

(cf. Re.8.13) flying

fly, netwpévou, gen. sing. masc. part. pres. of métopat, and the verb
is only this once in the NT; another verb, also only used in the Book
of Revelation is is meTdopau, is also tss. to fly (Re.4.7; 8.13; 14.6;
19.17); the noun TeTe1vOV, is tss. fowls, birds.

midst of heaven, peocoupavnpuaty, dat. sing. of the noun
pneoovpdvnua, néoog among, between, mid-, midst, etc. +
oﬁpavég tss. air, heaven, heavenly, sky; pegovpdvnua, is only
found in the Book of Revelation, Re.8.13; 14.6; 19.17.

This is the first angel to be mentioned in this chapter. Earlier John saw an
angel fly through the midst of heaven.

Re.8.13 And | beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of
heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of
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the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three
angels, which are yet to sound!

having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell
gospel of the ages declare are dwelling

having, €xovta, nom. sing. masc. part pres. of ’éxw, to have, to
possess. (Re.7.2; 14.6)

gospel, eﬁayyé)\lov, a noun always tss. gospel (77).

to preach, ebayyehioay, aor. infin. of el’)ayye)\igw, tss. to preach the
gospel, to shew the glad tidings, to preach (Re.14.6), to declare glad
tidings, to declare (Re.10.7).

that dwell, katowkoOvtac, nom. pl. masc. part. pres. of KAToKéw, tss.
to dwell, to inhabit.

on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,

another angel ... flying through the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting gospel, and saying — Perhaps at this text we are given a glimpse
into the unseen realm concerning the spread of the gospel in the earth.
Now, with this in mind, it seems to me that angels are appointed a work to
do; some jurisdiction in which they operate. For example, the angel of the
bottomless pit, the angel of the great River Euphrates (each of the angels
having the seals, the seven trumpets were charged with a particular duty),
Michael stands for the nation of Israel and particularly for Daniel’s people,
Gabriel with revealing the things of God to men. Is it that this angel with
the everlasting gospel is charged its dissemination in the earth?

‘The interests of God on earth are all more or less under the
guardianship of angels. An angel had charge of the healing in
Bethesda’s pool, and angels have charge of God’s temple too. The
Archangel Michael presides over the affairs of the children of Daniel’s
people, and in the time of the Antichrist it is prophesied that he shall
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stand up for them. (Dan.12:1)" J. A. Seiss, The Apocalypse, p.361,
Zondervan Publishing House, 16" Printing (1976))

So, as we share the gospel with others there is working in the unseen realm
at least this angel. (cf. Dan.8.16, 17; 10.12-14)

Heb 1:14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation? (cf. He.1.7)

Isa 55:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my
mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish
that which | please, and it shall prosper [in the thing] whereto |
sent it.

The angels are created creatures which God has given certain works to do,
whether in heaven or in the earth. Yes, angels are greater in power and
might than we are. (cf. 2Pe.2.11) We don’t worship (cf. Col.2.18; Deu.4.15-
19) or pray to them. We don’t look to them. We look to God.

everlasting gospel — This is the only time in the Scriptures that the gospel is
described with the adjective everlasting, eternal, endless, infinite.

Mt.18.8; 25.41, everlasting fire ... referring to endlessness of
perdition, the infinite punishment suffered for sin against God.

Mt.19.16, 29, eternal life ... referring to the endlessness of life, the
hope of infinite life with God.

The gospel did not begin with time, and it will not end with time. The
gospel is the eternal report or declaration of the Son of God. It might also
be called the everlasting covenant.

Ge 17:7 And | will establish my covenant between me and thee and
thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant,
to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.
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God has great interest in His creation, and that interest is eternal. His love
for the elect is eternal. God didn’t begin to have interest in His creation
after He created it. He didn’t begin to love the elect after He chose them.
There was never a time, so-to-speak, that God wasn’t interested in and
loved His own. The gospel is the declaration of His eternal interest and love
among men. And the proof of His love is to give His only begotten Son to
stand representatively for all His elect. His elect came into human form, His
Son took upon himself the same human form. His elect fell into sin, He
took upon Him the full punishment due for all their sins. He raised from the
dead bodily; they shall be raised from the dead bodily. The Son of God lives
forever before God the Father, and the elect shall live eternally in the
presence of His God and Father. This is the everlasting gospel of Jesus
Christ.

6 Kai eibov aAAov AyyeAOV METWLEVOV €V LECOUPAVILATL EXOVTa
gbayyEALoV alwviov evayyeAioat Touc katolkoUvtag £l THC YAG Kot mav
£€0vog kal duAnv kal yAdooav Kal Aaodv

dwvi) peyain
7 Saying with a loud voice,  Fear God, and give glory to him;
Is saying
fear, ®oBronte, 2pl. aor. imper. mid. of PpoBéw, to fear.

give, 86te, 2pl. aor. imper. of 818w, to give.
This angel is described with three adjective clauses:

o flying through the midst of heaven

o having the everlasting gospel to preach to them that dwell on the
earth

o saying with a loud voice, Fear, glorify and worship God.

The main point of this statement is that he has something important to say;
fear, glorify, and worship God. But we are sure of this, that this statement
says nothing about the 144,000 preaching the gospel during the great
tribulation. The word of God says no such thing.

10
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‘[W]e must be careful not to bring our own beliefs to the text but
allow the text to inform our beliefs. ... [W]e need to know and we
need to understand what God says before we try to figure out what
God means ... What is Reconstructionism (Theonomy)? Timothy Scott

Saying — To whom is the angel’s commandment directed? to John? o the
two witnesses? to the elect of God, to the unsaved, to those on earth, to
those in heaven, or to everyone without exception everywhere?
for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven,
worship, mpookuvnoarte, 2pl. aor. imper. of TpoTkvVéw, to worship.

and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.

saying, Aéyovta, nom. sing.masc. part. pres. of Néyw, tss. to say, to
call, to tell, to name.

The whole heresy of evolution comes to the forefront in the end.

If what this angel says is heard by all it is certain that not all will hear it so
that they obey it. The same may be said of God’s imperative upon every
soul to repent.

Ac 17:30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now
commandeth all men every where to repent ...

Though all hear, perhaps in the declaration of the gospel the need to fear,
glorify and worship God, few will.

Mt 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.

7 Aéyovta év dwvii peyain, ®oPrnbnte tov Beov kal §6te avT® §oEav OTL

NABev 1 Wpa TH¢ Kploewg avTtod Kal MPOOKUVHCATE T( TTOLOAVTL TOV
oUpavov Kal TRV yiVv kal Badacoav kat tnyag udAatwv

11
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The three angels, each with their own message (vss.6-11): The Second Angel:
Babylon is fallen (v.8).
8 And there followed another angel,

This would be the second angel in this chapter. So that after the angel that
was flying through the midst of heaven there is this angel. (cf. v.6)

saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations
drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.

fornication, mopvelag, gen sing. of the noun mopveia, and always tss.
with the English fornication. (Re.2.21;9.21; 14.8; 17.2, 4; 18.3, 9);
the verb mopvedw, to commit fornication is in Re.2.14, 20; 17.2;
18.3, 9); the noun mopv, is tss. harlot, whore (Re.17.1, 5, 15, 16;
19.2); the noun mopvog, is tss. fornicators, whoremonger (Re.21.8;
22.15). Fornication can refer to all sexual activity that is beyond the
proper relationship between a husband and his wife. (cf. He.13.4;
Ro.1.24, 26, 27, 29; 1Co.5.1, 9; Eph.5.5)

This is the first mention of Babylon in the Book of Revelation, and it is twice
connected to and is that great city, Rome.

Re.16.19 And the great city was divided into three parts, and the
cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance
before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of
his wrath.

Re.17.1 9 And there came one of the seven angels which had the
seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; | will
shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon
many waters:

2 With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and
the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of
her fornication.

3 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and | saw a
woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy,
having seven heads and ten horns.

12
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4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and
decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup
in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication:

5 And upon her forehead [was] a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON
THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE
EARTH.

18 And the woman (v.5, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.) which
thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the
earth.

8 Kait &AAog ayyehog nkoAoUBnoev Aéywv, "Emeoev: €necev Bafulwv i
TLOALG | LeyaAn OTL €k ToU olvou tol Bupol Th¢ mopvelag alTAC MEMOTIKEV
mavta £6vn

The three angels, each with their own message (vss.6-11): The Third Angel: The
condemnation of them that worship the beast (vss.9-11).

9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man
worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his
hand,

9 Kal tpitog dyyeAoc nkoAoUBNoev autoic Aéywv év pwvij peyain, EL tig 1o
Bnplov mpookuvel kal TV eikova avtod Kat AapBavel xapaypa €mni tol
HeTwTou avutol A €nt TNV xelpa avtod

10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out
without mixture into the cup of his indignation;

which is poured out, kekepaopEVou, gen. sing. masc. part. perf. pass.
of kepdvvup, tss. to pour out (Re.14.10), to fill full (Re.18.6).

. . s ’ . b4
without mixture, dkpdtou, gen. sing. masc. of the noun dkpaTog,

only this once in the NT, a negative particle + kepdvvupi, to pour
out, to fill full. (see kepdvvuur directly below)

13
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and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy
angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:

shall be tormented, ... 3pl. aor. subj. pass. of the verb Baogavifws,
tss. to torment (as the disease of palsy) (Re.9.5; 11.10; 14.10; 20.10),
to toss (as the waves of the sea), to toil (in rowing a ship all night), to
vex (Lot being vexed in his righteous soul), to pain (the pain of
childbirth) (Re.2.2); the noun Baoavioudg is always tss. with the
English torment (5 [Re.9.5; 14.11; 18.7, 10, 15]).

brimstone, BelwbeLg, acc. pl. masc. of the adj. Be1wddng, which adj. is
only this once in the NT, but the noun B¢€iov, is always tss. brimstone
(7), once in Lk.17.29, and the remainder is in Revelation (9.17, 18;
14.10; 19.20; 20.10; 21.8).

10 kai abtog nietal €k to0 olvou to0 Bupod tod B0l Tod KekEPpAOUEVOU
AKPATOU £V TO moTnpilw TH¢ 6pyic altol Kal Bacaviobroetal év mupl Kal
Belw évwriov TV aylwv ayyEAwv katl évwriov tol dpviou

eic aldvag alwvwv
11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever:
into the ages of the ages

ascendeth, of the verb dvaBaivw, dvd up + Baivw, LXX, to go, to
tread; dvaBaivw, to go up, to spring up, to come up (Re.4.1), to
enter, to grow up, to ascend up, to go up on.

Re.4.1, come up — 7.2, ascending — 8.4, ascended up — 9.2,
arose —11.7, that ascendeth — 11.12, come up & ascended up —
13.1, rise up — 13.11, coming up — 14.11, ascendeth up — 17.8,
ascend —19.3, rose up —20.9, went up

and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and
whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.

14
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Not only the rulers of this last kingdom, but its citizens shall be punished for
ever and ever without rest. This is the end of everyone that is without
Christ. But these prove their present condemnation by the things they do.

11 kat 6 kamvog 1ol Bacaviopod adT®v avaBalvel eic al@vacg alwvwy Kol
oUK €XOUCLV AVATIOUCLY NUEPOG KAl VUKTOC Ol TPOoKUVOUVTEC TO Bnplov kat
TNV €ikova avtod kal €l Tig Aapfavel To xapayua 1ol ovopatog autod

The Patience of the saints (vss.12, 13).
12 Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.

patience, of the Greek noun vmopov, Umé under + pévw, to abide,
to continue, to dwell, endure, remain, stand, and tarry; 1°m0u0m‘| is
tss. patience (Re.1.9; 2.2, 3, 19; 3.10), patient continuance, patient
waiting, enduring.

saints — This term only applies to the baptized, believing, church-related
disciples of Jesus Christ. These are the only children of God considered
during this time. Believers at large doubtless shall continue, but they
haven’t the blessing for identifying with Christ during this time. There shall
continue, stand, endure, dwell, remain, tarry under the hardships involved
with refusing the mark of the beast.

patience —

‘Patience ... in its biblical usage, conveys the idea of enduring in the midst
of affliction. Itis frequently used in the context of the seventieth week of
Daniel (Luke 21.19; Rev. 13:10; 14.12).

Patience is enduring or remaining steadfast in the midst of adversity. Itis
to overcome difficulties, to persevere, to stand firm, to stand one’s ground.’
The Pre-wrath Rapture of the Church, Marvin Rosenthal, Thomas Nelson
Publishers, Nashville, pp.236, 237

12Q6¢e vmopovn TV dyiwv €otiv- wde ol Tnpolivieg TaC £vtohdg tol Beod
kat TAv miotwv’Incod
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13 91 And | heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write,
(John)

write, ypaov, 2s. aor. imper. act. of ypddw, to write. (12 times in
this book the apostle John is commanded ‘write!’(Re.1.11, 19; 2.1, 8,
12,18;3.1,7,14;14.13; 19.9; 21.5)

VEKPOG, ad;j.
Blessed are the dead which  die in the Lord from henceforth:
(which have patiently are dying
endured for Christ’s sake)

dead, vekpog, adj. always tss. with the English dead (ones), and 13
times in the Book of Revelation.

which die, &moBvrjokovtec, nom. pl. masc, part, pres, if AToBVTKwW,

Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours;
be eased, refreshed

labour, the noun k0mog, tss. trouble, labour (Re.2.2; 14.13),
weariness.

works, €pya, is either nom. or acc. pl. of the noun ’épyov, tss. deed,
work, labour, doing. (Re.2.2, 5, 6,9, 13, 19 [twice], 22, 23, 26; 3.1, 2,
8, 15; 14.13; 15.3; 18.6; 20.12, 13); ’e’pyov isin the texts Re.2.22;
9.20; 16.11; 22.12).

and their works do follow them.

First of all, notice that the saved of Christ are here during this time. So, yes,
it will be for them a very difficult time. Dying is to rest, to be eased from
these struggles. Thank the Lord, these troubles cannot follow after us.
Never again will we be troubled by the wicked.

13 Kat ikovoa ¢pwvic €k ol ovpavold Aeyouong pot, Npadov- Makadplot ot
vekpol ol €v kupilw amoBvrokovteg amapti val Aéyel T mvelpa (va
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Avanavowvtal €K TV KOTwV a0TWV T 6€ Epya a0TWV AKOAOUOET HeT
avT@v

The harvesting of the earth (vss.14-16).
14 And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto
the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp
sickle.
cloud, of the noun veén, always tss. with the English cloud;
(Re.1.7;10.1; 11.12; 14.14, 15, 16). The idea is always with reference
to the misty, foggy cloud with which we are all familiar, though it
might be bright (Mt.17.5), white (Re.14.14) or dark (2Pe.2.17).

sharp, 6&€la, nom. sing. fem. of the noun &b, an adj. tss. swift [to

shed blood] (once, Ro.3.15), sharp (7, Re.1.16; 2.12; 14.14, 17, 18;
19.15).

The Son of man is described in vss.14, 15, 16 as sitting upon the white
cloud. At this point He is not COMING in the clouds.

Ac.1.9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he
was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.

10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up,
behold, two men stood by them in white apparel;

11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into
heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.

Mt 24:30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven:
and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great
glory.

Re 1:7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him,

and they [also] which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall
wail because of him. Even so, Amen.
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14 Kai €idov kai i800, vedén Aeukn Kal mi v vedEAnv KaOReVoq
OpoLoG UL AvBpwTtou Exwv Ml ¢ kepaAfic alTol otédavov xpuoolv Kal
&v T xepl avtol Spémavov 60

15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him
that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap:

| don’t understand why an angel would give commandment to the Lord
Jesus, the angels all being subject to Him. But evidently this is the means
that the Father uses to reveal that it is the time to begin executing personal
vengeance upon the wicked.

Mt.24.36 But of that day and hour knoweth no [man], no, not the
angels of heaven, but my Father only.

for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe.
hour

thrust, méuov, 2s. aor. imper. act. of Téunw, tss. to send
(79),(Re.1.11; 11.10; 22.16), to thrust (2), (Re.14.15, 18).

reap, Béploov, 2s. aor. imper. of the verb Bepifw, always tss. with
the English to reap. Twice in v.15, and once in v.16. See below,
harvest, the noun form of this verb.

harvest, Beproudsg, a noun always tss. with the English harvest;
Another noun is Bep10T1ig, twice in the NT, reapers (Mt.13.30, 39.)

The time has come to reap the harvest of the earth. The time has come
when the tares and the wheat have come to maturity so that they may be
separated the one from the other.

Mt.13.24 9 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The
kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in
his field:

25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the
wheat, and went his way.
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26 But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then
appeared the tares also.

27 So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir,
didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it
tares?

28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said
unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up?

29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also
the wheat with them.

30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of
harvest | will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares,
and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my
barn.

36 Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and
his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of
the tares of the field.

37 He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is
the Son of man;

38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the
kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked [one];

39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of
the world (age),; and the reapers are the angels.

40 As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so
shall it be in the end of this world.

15 kal aAAog ayyelog €ERABev €k To0 vaol kpalwv v peyain ¢wvij T
KaBnuevw Emt thc vedéAng, MEppov 10 dpEmavov oou Kal BEploov OTL
AABeV oot 1 Wpa Tol Bepioat ATL €ENpdvOn 6 BepLopnoC THC VA

16 And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth
was reaped.

was reaped, £€0epiaBn, 3s. aor. pass. of the verb Bepifw, always tss.

with the English to reap. 21 times in the NT, the number for the
exceeding sinfulness of sin. The earth has corrupted to the point of
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judgment. Sin cannot be left unjudged. The time of the earth’s
judgment is come.

This seems to me to mean that there is some kind of separation, perhaps
some action that separates between the righteous and the wicked. If we
connect this to the next harvest it might be that the separation is that the
righteous would not come against the nation of Israel to the battle of
Armageddon. (v.18)

(cf. Mt.13.30, 37-43, 47-50; 24.37-41 [over-]taken; Lk.17.37, Where Lord?

Mt.13.49 So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come
forth, and sever the wicked from among the just,

50 And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing
and gnashing of teeth.

Mt.24.37 But as the days of Noe [were], so shall also the coming of
the Son of man be.

38 For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe
entered into the ark,

39 And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so
shall also the coming of the Son of man be.

40 Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the
other left.

41 Two [women shall be] grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken,
and the other left. (And to be sure we understand that this is not a
rapture to be with Christ, the evangelist Luke shows the disciples
asking the question about where these were taken (and the Gr. is
taken away or over taken, TapalouBdvw, [see mapd, tss. over,
Lk.11.42]).

Lk.17.34 | tell you, in that night there shall be two [men] in one bed;
the one shall be taken, and the other shall be left.

35 Two [women] shall be grinding together; the one shall be taken,
and the other left.
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36 Two [men] shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the
other left.

37 And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord? And he said
unto them, Wheresoever the body [is], thither will the eagles be
gathered together.

16 kai EBaAev 0 kaBripevog mi v vedhEANV 10 dpEmavov altol £mi v
yijv kail €Beplobn n yi

The gathering of the vine of the earth into the great winepress of the wrath of
God (vss.17-20).

17 And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having
a sharp sickle.

17 Kat &AAo¢ ayyehog €ERABev €k Tol vaol tol €v T oupav® Exwv Kal
aUTOC SpEmavov 6&U

18 And another angel came out from the altar, which had
(of incense)
€fovaolav
power over fire;

authority, right, jurisdiction, strength

power, é€ouaiav, acc. sing. of the noun éEouvaia, also tss. authority,
jurisdiction, strength, right. (Re.2.26; 6.8; 9.3, 10, 19; 11.6 (twice);
12.10; 13.2,4,5,7,12; 14.18; 16.9; 17.12, 13; 18.1; 20.6; 22.14)

This particular angel has the right to receive into his golden censer live coals
from off of the brazen altar and to enter into the heavenly sanctuary to
offer with the prayers of the saints, the baptized, believing, church-related
disciples of Jesus Christ, much incense before the God. (cf. Re.8.3)
Evidently there are saints still offering prayers to God at this time which are
yet being answered. This angel proceeds from inside the sanctuary of the
temple where the altar of incence is situated to come out of the temple
that is in heaven. (cf. Re.8.3) And he cried out with a loud voice ...
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and cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy
sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are
fully ripe.

gather, tpUynoov, 2s. aor. imper. of the verb Tpuydw, always tss.
with the English to gather (3 [Lk.6.44; Re.14.18, 19]), and always has
to do with the gathering of grapes.

are fully ripe, Axpoaoav, 3pl. aor. of the verb o’LKuo'LQw, only this once
in the NT. LXX, 4Mac.2.3, ripe (matured sexually); Liddell & Scott
Lexicon, ‘to be in full bloom, be at the prime or perfection: hence to
flourish, abound in a thing ...

Here the angel with this sharp sickle gathers together what is called the
clusters of the vine of the earth. The vine of the earth is perhaps an allusion
to Deu.32.32. Though this text refers to the corrupt of the nation of Israel,
it can be applied to the corrupt of the earth.

Deu.32.32 For their vine [is] of the vine of Sodom, and of the fields of
Gomorrah: their grapes [are] grapes of gall, their clusters [are] bitter:
33 Their wine [is] the poison of dragons, and the cruel venom of asps.

18 Kat dAAo¢ ayyehoc €ERABev €k Tol Buaolaotnplou Exwv €€ouaoiav €mi tod
TIUPOC Kal €bwvnoev Kpauyi LEYAAN TW EXOVTL TO SpEmavov TO 6EL Afywy,
Néudov oou 10 Spémavov To 6EL Kal TpUynoov Tou¢ BoTpuacg THG Yiig OTL
AKHaoav ot otaduAal avthig

19 And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the
earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the wrath of God.

Re 16:16 And he (the Lord Jesus) gathered them together into a place
called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.

Re.19.11 9 And | saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he
that sat upon him [was] called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he
doth judge and make war.
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12 His eyes [were] as a flame of fire, and on his head [were] many crowns;
and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself.

13 And he [was] clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is
called The Word of God.

14 And the armies [which were] in heaven followed him upon white horses,
clothed in fine linen, white and clean.

15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite
the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.

16 And he hath on [his] vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.

Christ is describing Himself as if the battle was done and now ascending
from the south out of Edom ...

Is.63.1 9 Who [is] this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from
Bozrah? this [that is] glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of
his strength? | that speak in righteousness, mighty to save.

2 Wherefore [art thou] red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that
treadeth in the winefat?

winefat, D3, a fem. noun tss. winepress, wine fat, press. Winefat,
archaic, see wine-vat. In Mk.12.1, the man digs a place for the
winefat. An excerpt from the O.E.D. has, (1879) ‘The grapes are
emptied into a tub with holes at the bottom. ... The tub is placed over
another much larger, named the wine-vat. The winefat is also said to
be the trough through which the pressed juice of the grapes flow
from the press to the vat. The picture is of Christ treading down and
absolutely destroying the multitude and multitudes of the forces of
that 4" kingdom which has come into the Valley of Jehoshaphat, the
Valley of Decision, the Valley of Megiddo, the vale of Esdraelon.

3 | have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people [there was] none
with me: for | will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury;
and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and | will stain all my
raiment.

4 For the day of vengeance [is] in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed
is come.
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5 And | looked, and [there was] none to help; and | wondered that [there
was] none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto me;
and my fury, it upheld me.

6 And I will tread down the people in mine anger, and make them drunk in
my fury, and | will bring down their strength to the earth.

Is.34.1 9 Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, ye people: let the
earth hear, and all that is therein; the world, and all things that come forth
of it.

2 For the indignation of the LORD [is] upon all nations, and [his] fury upon
all their armies: he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them to
the slaughter.

3 Their slain also shall be cast out, and their stink shall come up out of their
carcases, and the mountains shall be melted with their blood.

4 And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be
rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf
falleth off from the vine, and as a falling [fig] from the fig tree.

5 For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon
Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to judgment.

6 The sword of the LORD is filled with blood, it is made fat with fatness,
[and] with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams:
for the LORD hath a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter in the land of
Idumea.

7 And the unicorns shall come down with them, and the bullocks with the
bulls; and their land shall be soaked with blood, and their dust made fat
with fatness.

8 For [it is] the day of the LORD’S vengeance, [and] the year of
recompences for the controversy of Zion.

9 9 And the streams thereof shall be turned into pitch, and the dust thereof
into brimstone, and the land thereof shall become burning pitch.

10 It shall not be quenched night nor day; the smoke thereof shall go up for
ever: from generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass
through it for ever and ever.

Joel 3.9 9 Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the
mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come up:
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10 Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears:
let the weak say, | [am] strong.

11 Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves
together round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O
LORD.

12 Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of
Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about.

13 Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down; for the
press is full, the fats overflow; for their wickedness [is] great.

14 Multitudes, multitudes (Heb. '{'IDEI, tss. many, many) in the valley of
decision: for the day of the LORD [is] near in the valley of decision.

15 The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw
their shining.

16 The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem;
and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the LORD [will be] the hope
of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel.

17 So shall ye know that | [am] the LORD your God dwelling in Zion, my holy
mountain: then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass
through her any more.’

Zec.12.1 9 The burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, saith the LORD,
which stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth,
and formeth the spirit of man within him.

2 Behold, | will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people
round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah [and]
against Jerusalem.

3 And in that day will | make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people:
all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the
people of the earth be gathered together against it.

4 In that day, saith the LORD, | will smite every horse with astonishment,
and his rider with madness: and | will open mine eyes upon the house of
Judah, and will smite every horse of the people with blindness.

5 And the governors of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of
Jerusalem [shall be] my strength in the LORD of hosts their God.

6 In that day will | make the governors of Judah like an hearth of fire
among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all
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the people round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem
shall be inhabited again in her own place, [even] in Jerusalem.

7 The LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the
house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify
[themselves] against Judah.

8 In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he
that is feeble among them at that day shall be as David; and the house of
David [shall be] as God, as the angel of the LORD before them.

19 kai EBaAev O ayyelog TO Spemavov avutod &ic TAV YV Kal ETpUynoev TNV
aurnelov th¢ yi¢ kal EBalev ig TV Anvov tod Bupol tol B0l TV
HEYaAnv

20 And the winepress was trodden without the city,
outside (of Jerusalem)

was trodden, ¢ratiOn, 3s. aor. pass. of the verb maTéw, tss. to tread
(Re.14.20; 19.15), to tread under foot (Re.11.2), to tread down.

and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space
of a thousand and six hundred furlongs.

a thousand and six hundred furlongs — said to be 160 Greek miles or 200
Roman (Italian) miles.

‘But Mr. Mede and others think, that the city of Jerusalem is here
meant, or the Holy Land, which comprehends exactly one thousand
six hundred furlong, that is, two hundred Italian miles, or one
hundred and sixty Grecian miles. But what that place shall be, where
this slaughter shall be, is a great secret.” Matthew Poole, Matthew
Pooles Commentary on the Holy Bible, vol. 3, p.990, MacDonald
Publishing Co. (underlining added)

The great winepress of the wrath of God is in Megiddo (a city in Canaan
[found 10 times in Scripture]), or Valley of Megiddo (found once in
Scripture), called the Valley of Jehoshaphat (found twice in Scripture), and
Armageddon (found once in Scripture).
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‘The earth's corrupted vine is reaped, its clusters piled into the
winepress of the wrath of God outside the city of Jerusalem. The
blood flows up to the horses' bridles, discoloring the streams and
rivers, bridle-deep, 1,600 furlongs off. It is the land of Palestine that
is the theatre of war. The scene is the Valley of Jehoshaphat, that
Joel saw, as did Isaiah and Zechariah.” Nathaniel West (1826-1906),
Daniel’s Great Prophecy, The Eastern Question. The Kingdom, p.254,
The Hope of Israel Movement (1898)

‘The various names denotive of the locality all circle around
Jerusalem. “Armageddon” is the place named in the Apocalypse,
which is the mount or city of Megiddo, or the great Esdraelon plain,
“the Valley of Megiddo.” That has ever been one of God’s great
battle-grounds for the judging of the armies of the wicked. There
Jabin’s hosts, with their 900 chariots of iron, were utterly
overwhelmed by Jehovah’s special interference. There the
Midianites, and Amalekites, and children of the East were routed
before Gideon’s 300 men with pitchers and lamps. There Samson
triumphed with his crude instrument over the might of the
Philistines. There the ruddy son of Jesse met and slew the great
Goliath, and opened a breach of destruction upon those who defied
Israel’s God. And it is but fitting that here should be the seat of the
wine-press for the final crushing out of the mightier Jabin and Goliath
of the last evil days.” The Valley of Jehosaphat” is named by Joel as
the place which, geographically taken, denotes the immediate
vicinity of Jerusalem, or else that part of Idumea where, by the
special aid of heaven, Jehosaphat put down the rebellion of the
Edomites. “Bozrah” is named by Isaiah as the place where the
mighty Savior treads the wine-press alone, and stains all His raiment
with the blood of His foes. (Is.34:6-8; 63:1-6.) The probabilities are
that all these particular localities are included, and that a line of
encamped forces shall extend from Bozrah, on the south-east, to
Megiddo, on the north-west. And singularly enough, this would
measure exactly 1,600 stadia (furlongs, measuring 160 Grecian miles-
200 miles Italian miles [added, see Matthew Poole note, Re.14.20]),
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the distance named in the text as that over which the blood from this
great wine-press of Jehovah’s anger flows.

‘Along this line will the main bodies of these assembled nations lie,
eager, determined, and confident in the schemes that occupy them,
not knowing that they are already in the great wine-press of the
wrath of God.’

‘It is “outside of the city” that this treading of the wine-press takes
place. “The city,” mentioned thus absolutely, with no other note of
identification, can be none other than “the holy city,” the city of
Jerusalem. ’ J. A. Seiss, The Apocalypse, pp.363, 364, Zondervan
Publishing House, 16'™ Printing (1976)

‘Whatever its full symbolical import may be, the image rests on a
geographical basis; and the locality implied in the Hebrew term here
employed (Tov Témov TOv kaldvpevov ‘ERpaioti Appayeduwv) is
the great battlefield of the Old Testament, where the chief conflicts
took place between the Israelites and the enemies of God’s people.’
John Saul Howson, Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible, vol. 1, 156, Baker
Book House Co., Reprinted 1986

““... it appears from Scripture that this last great battle of that great
day of God Almighty will reach far beyond Armageddon, or the Valley
of Megiddo. Armageddon appears to be mainly the place where the
troops will gather together form the four corners of the earth, and
from Armageddon the battle will spread out over the entire land of
Palestine. Joel speaks of the last battle being fought in the Valley of
Jehoshaphat, which is close by Jerusalem, and Isaiah shows Christ
coming with blood-stained garments “from Edom,” and Edom is
south of Palestine. So the battle of Armageddon, it seems, will
stretch from the Valley of Megiddo in the north of Palestine, through
the Valley of Jehoshaphat, near Jerusalem, and on down to Edom at
the extreme southern part of Palestine. And to this agree the words
of the prophet Ezekiel that the armies of this great battle will “cover
the land.” The Book of Revelation also says the blood will flow to the
bits of the horse bridles for 1,600 furlongs, and it has been pointed
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out that 1,600 furlongs covers the entire length of Palestine. But
Jerusalem will no doubt be the center of interest during the battle of
Armageddon, for God’s Word says: “l will gather all nations against
Jerusalem to battle.”” [Quoting A. Sims, The Coming War and the Rise
of Russia, p.7] J. Dwight Pentecost, Things to Come, pp.341, 342,
Zondervan Publishing House, 12t Printing 1974

The interlude of chs.12-14 showed the beginning and the ending, the rise
and fall of the 4" dreadful, terrible and exceeding strong kingdom. But it
will fall. The Lord Jesus Christ will bring it down Himself.

| don’t know that everyone here today is ready for that day. Have you
come to understand that Jesus Christ is the ONLY Savior of the world? If
not you are about to lose everything, even your own soul. You will become
a part of this evil kingdom that is on the rise today. You will worship the
beast and his image. You will receive his mark. And in the end the smoke
of your torment will ascend up for ever and ever. But the weakest of
Christ’s redeemed will not. They will stand fast by faith, suffer for His
name’s sake and be blessed whether in life or in death, but because of
Christ they will be blessed.

Joh 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.

Do you believe that God raised Jesus, that died on the cross from the dead,
taking away ALL of your sins? That He is presently seated at the right hand
of the Father awaiting that day when He shall judge the world in
righteousness. Do you believe this? Then say so. And then identify with
Christ by baptism, and walk with Him and us in this NT church until He
returns. | hope you know Him!

20 kot érmatnOn N Anvog £€w thic MoAewc kol €ERABeV aipa €k thg Anvod
axpL TV XaAv@v TV Mnwv ano otadiwv xIAlwv e€akooiwy
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