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Nehemiah 5:14-19 
 
14a  Moreover from the time that I was appointed to be their governor in the land 
of Judah, from the twentieth year even unto the two and thirtieth year of 
Artaxerxes the king, that is, twelve years, I and my brethren have not eaten the bread of the 
governor. 
 

Nehemiah 1:11  O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy 
servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name: and prosper, I pray 
thee, thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king's 
cupbearer. 

 
Nehemiah 2:1 And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of 
Artaxerxes the king, that wine was before him: and I took up the wine, and gave it unto the 
king. Now I had not been beforetime sad in his presence. 

 
The scriptures indicate from the timeframe Nehemiah gives that Nehemiah was appointed 
governor of the land of Judah son after he proposed the plan to reoccupy and rebuild to the 
king. The king obviously thought that Nehemiah, though a Jew, was trustworthy as his 
cupbearer and decided to appoint him as governor of Judah. But of greater importance, 
Nehemiah sought the attention and the prospering of the Lord God in prayer before taking his 
cause before the king. It was the Lord God who had placed Nehemiah in the court of Artaxerxes 
as the cupbearer and it was the Lord God who put it in mind of the king to appoint Nehemiah as 
governor. There are two principles we can gather from these scriptures: 1. God’s people are to be 
absolutely trustworthy (1 Peter 2:11-17). 2. God absolutely controls nations and kings (Job 
12:23, Proverbs 21:1). 
 
14b  Moreover from the time that I was appointed to be their governor in the land of Judah, 
from the twentieth year even unto the two and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that is, 
twelve years, I and my brethren have not eaten the bread of the governor. 
 
The nobles and rulers (rich) Jews were oppressing their poor brethren (Nehemiah 5:1-13) and 
this is Nehemiah’s explanation of how he and his brethren, who were appointed rulers and 
administrators in the civil government over the Jews, operated while Nehemiah was in office. 
Nehemiah and his brethren had not “eaten the bread of the governor” (the king’s allotment for 
the governor from the tribute or taxation gathered of the people) even though, because of his 
office, he could have rightfully (according to the law of the land) done so. 
 

Nehemiah 5:10a  I likewise, and my brethren, and my servants, might exact of 
them money and corn: I pray you, let us leave off this usury. 
 

Those that had gone before Nehemiah as governor over Judah had “eaten the bread of the 
governor”.  
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15a  But the former governors that had been before me were chargeable unto the 
people, and had taken of them bread and wine, beside forty shekels of silver; yea, 
even their servants bare rule over the people: but so did not I, because of the fear of God. 
 
Nehemiah graciously keeps the names of the former governors out of his explanation for it was 
both their civil right and their personal choice to take of the people “the bread of the governor” 
(food, drink, and money) for their own care and sustenance. The circumstances of the people’s 
prosperity and the land’s produce may have been different during their time in office. Every 
ruler or administrator has a different set of circumstances to deal with and grace should be given 
accordingly. It was entirely lawful for the people to submit to and to pay tribute in support their 
civil government.  
 

Titus 3:1 Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey 
magistrates, to be ready to every good work, 
 
1 Peter 2:13-14  13  Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's 
sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme;  14  Or unto governors, as unto them that are 
sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. 

 
Matthew 22:21 21  They say unto him, Caesar's. Then saith he unto them, Render therefore 
unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's. 

 
Romans 13:6-7 6  For this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, 
attending continually upon this very thing. 7  Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to 
whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour. 
 

The same principles of submission to civil government (to the law of the land) and payment via 
taxation to civil government for support of services rendered is doctrinal and applicable to 
Christians. Does that mean that Christians must continue to submit to rulers and administrators 
who operate outside of God’s law? No, the civil government is accountable to God to operate 
within God’s law. Does that mean that Christians must continue to pay taxes for services 
rendered that violate God’s law or are outside of God’s jurisdiction for civil government? No, the 
civil government must operate within the constraints of God’s jurisdiction or else its taxes are 
unlawful and invalid. Christians must lawfully resist such violations of law and jurisdiction. But 
this was not the case with Nehemiah. Had he taken “the bread of the governor” he would have 
done so lawfully. But he did not. Why? 
 
15b  But the former governors that had been before me were chargeable unto the people, and 
had taken of them bread and wine, beside forty shekels of silver; yea, even their servants bare 
rule over the people: but so did not I, because of the fear of God. 
 

2 Samuel 23:3  The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, He that ruleth 
over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God. 
 
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 13  Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and 
keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 14  For God shall bring every 
work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 
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It is Nehemiah’s fear (reverence) of God and God’s law that restrained him from taking the 
king’s tribute and the governor’s bread from the people. Though the law of the land permitted 
him to do so, God’s law condemned taking food, drink, or money from the poor, especially if 
they were unable to pay. This is principle for both government officials and administrators, as 
well as citizens: God’s law is the supreme law. The law of the land may allow some action, but if 
it is in violation of God’s law or circumstantially conflicts with God’s law, it is God’s law that 
must be upheld.  
 

Acts 5:29  Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God 
rather than men. 

 
John Gill: “…men, civil magistrates, and ecclesiastical rulers, are to be obeyed in things 
which are not repugnant to the will of God; but in things that are, God is to be 
obeyed, and not men.” 
 
What a glorious thing it would be to see Christian men and women in civil government stand 
upon this principle and not waver! It is not only the ordinary Christian citizen that is called by 
God to obey, but it is the Christian ruler and administrator that is called by God to obey him first 
in all things, rather than concede to obedience unto men in the name of politics, as if somehow 
being a politician made him or her exempt from Christian duty (fearing God and keeping his 
commandments). This is the example that Jesus Christ, the great servant-leader, gave to all his 
disciples. 
 

Matthew 20:25-28 25  But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes 
of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon 
them. 26  But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him 
be your minister; 27  And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: 
28  Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give 
his life a ransom for many. 
 

The Christian who rules or administers in the civil government must abide by this command of 
Jesus Christ, else he or she is disobeying God and obey men (self or others). The Christian 
politician is to be a minister and a servant to those who God has placed in his or her care. Their 
constituents are to be ministered unto as Jesus Christ ministered unto them: sacrificing himself 
for their sake.  

 
Romans 13:4  For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is 
evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. 

 
Nehemiah, though under the old covenant, practiced this doctrine. He understood that it was 
against God’s law to oppress the poor through taking from them what they had no means to 
supply or replace. He understood that God’s law was supreme over any law of the land. He 
reverenced God and so obeyed God rather than men. Therefore, he proved that he was a 
“minister of God…for good”. A man who did not fear God or prioritize God’s law and God’s 
people over his own desires would have allowed and contributed to the oppression of the people. 
 

Psalms 36:1-4 1 The transgression of the wicked saith within my heart, that there is no 
fear of God before his eyes. 2  For he flattereth himself in his own eyes, until his iniquity 
be found to be hateful. 3  The words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit: he hath left off 
to be wise, and to do good. 4  He deviseth mischief upon his bed; he setteth himself in 
a way that is not good; he abhorreth not evil. 
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Proverbs 28:15-16 15  As a roaring lion, and a ranging bear; so is a wicked ruler over the 
poor people. 16  The prince that wanteth understanding is also a great oppressor: but 
he that hateth covetousness shall prolong his days. 
 
Proverbs 29:12  If a ruler hearken to lies, all his servants are wicked. 

 
This is the circumstance that we find ourselves in today within our nation: our executives, 
legislators, and judges, at all levels of civil government, whether they claim to be Christian or 
not, generally no longer fear God nor keep his commandments, and thus obey men rather than 
God. Politics is now pursued for profit and power, rather than for the good and prosperity of the 
people of the nation. This ungodly civil government, paired with a complacent citizenry, will 
lead to the destruction of the nation. This is not the way of Nehemiah, who continues to recount 
the ways in which he humbly sacrificed his own means, rather than to burden the people. 
 
16  Yea, also I continued in the work of this wall, neither bought we any land: and 
all my servants were gathered thither unto the work. 
 
Nehemiah and his servants worked for the good of Jerusalem. They did not take advantage of 
the poor by buying (mortgaging) their land. They did not take wages of the people for the work 
they accomplished. This also was done out of the fear of God. 
 
17  Moreover there were at my table an hundred and fifty of the Jews and rulers, 
beside those that came unto us from among the heathen that are about us. 18a  
Now that which was prepared for me daily was one ox and six choice sheep; also 
fowls were prepared for me, and once in ten days store of all sorts of wine: yet for all 
this required not I the bread of the governor, because the bondage was heavy upon this people. 
 
Nehemiah is not being prideful about the opulence of his table or the importance of his guests. 
He is explaining that he maintained hospitality for all those who were directly in his care of his 
own accord. This also was done out of the fear of God. 
 
18b  Now that which was prepared for me daily was one ox and six choice sheep; also fowls were 
prepared for me, and once in ten days store of all sorts of wine: yet for all this required not I 
the bread of the governor, because the bondage was heavy upon this people. 
 
Nehemiah’s righteous heart is revealed: his “fear of God” and “the bondage” that “was heavy 
upon this (God’s) people” is what drove him to deny himself “the bread of the governor”, to 
support himself, his household, and his guests of his own means, to work without compensation, 
and to have compassion upon the people, especially the poor among them. The Christian in civil 
government is called to emulate Jesus Christ, not burdening the people with, but freeing the 
people from, the burdens of bondage. 
 

Hebrews 2:14-15 14  Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he 
also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that 
had the power of death, that is, the devil; 15  And deliver them who through fear of death were 
all their lifetime subject to bondage. 
 
Matthew 11:28-30 28  Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. 29  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

 



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
08/01/2021 
Nehemiah 5:14-19 “Appointed to be their governor” 

 5 

While Nehemiah was a man, not the God-man Jesus Christ, Nehemiah sets an example of where 
old covenant actions in the governance of Judah parallel the new covenant actions in the 
governance of the kingdom of God. The spiritual kingdom of God is over all earthly kingdoms of 
men. Jesus Christ rules with authority and power in heaven and on earth. And since this is the 
case, all who are elected or appointed in civil government are operating, whether they 
understand it or not, under the Lordship of Jesus Christ, with God’s law and commands as their 
highest authority. Christians in civil government must follow and obey Jesus Christ rather than 
men so that they may pray, along with Nehemiah: 
 
19  Think upon me, my God, for good, according to all that I have done for this 
people. 
 
And they may be answered at the end of their days: 
 

Matthew 25:23  His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou 
hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter 
thou into the joy of thy lord. 


