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Daniel’s dream focused mostly on end time events and the establishment of God’s eternal 

kingdom. 

I. Daniel’s ability to interpret dreams and visions was not an intrinsic gift but rather 

was given through divine revelation. (v. 15-16) 

At this, Daniel went in to the king and asked for time, so that he might interpret the dream for 
him. Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter to his friends Hananiah, 

Mishael and Azariah. He urged them to plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this 
mystery, so that he and his friends might not be executed with the rest of the wise men of 

Babylon. During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. (Daniel 2:16-19) 
 

As for me, this mystery has been revealed to me, not because I have greater wisdom than 
anyone else alive, but so that Your Majesty may know the interpretation and that you may 
understand what went through your mind. (Daniel 2:30) 

 
II. The angel questioned by Daniel confirms that the beasts represent four earthly 

kings/kingdoms but the final kingdom of God will be eternal. (v. 17-18) 

“Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, 

you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 
(Matthew 19:28) 

 
 Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides 
and sealed with seven seals. And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is 

worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” But no one in heaven or on earth or under the 
earth could open the scroll or even look inside it.  I wept and wept because no one was found 

who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not 
weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open 

the scroll and its seven seals.” 

Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the throne, encircled 

by the four living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns and seven eyes, which 
are the seven-fold spirits of God sent out into all the earth. He went and took the scroll from the 

right hand of him who sat on the throne. And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and 
the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding 

golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of God’s people.  
And they sang a new song, saying: 



“You are worthy to take the scroll 
    and to open its seals, 

because you were slain, 
    and with your blood you purchased for God 

    persons from every tribe and language and people and nation. 
You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, 

    and they will reign on the earth.” 
Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and 

ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the 
elders. In a loud voice they were saying: 

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 
    to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 

    and honor and glory and praise!” 
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all 

that is in them, saying: 
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
    be praise and honor and glory and power, 

for ever and ever!” 
The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped. (Revelation 

5:1-14) 
 

III. Daniel was most troubled and concerned over the fourth beast and the horns in his 

vision. (v. 19-20) 

IV. Daniel was concerned about the harm he saw inflicted on God’s people, but was 

reassured by God’s response. (v. 21-22) 

It was given power to wage war against God’s holy people and to conquer them. And it was 

given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation. All inhabitants of the earth will 
worship the beast—all whose names have not been written in the Lamb’s book of life, the Lamb 

who was slain from the creation of the world. 
Whoever has ears, let them hear. 

“If anyone is to go into captivity, 
    into captivity they will go. 
If anyone is to be killed with the sword, 

    with the sword they will be killed.” 
This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of God’s people. (Revelation 13:7-

10) 
 

“Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all 
nations because of me. At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate 

each other, and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. Because of the 
increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but the one who stands firm to the end 



will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a 
testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. (Matthew 24:9-14) 

 
When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain 

because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. They called out in a loud 
voice, “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth 

and avenge our blood?” Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a 
little longer, until the full number of their fellow servants, their brothers and sisters, were killed 

just as they had been. (Revelation 6:9-11) 
 

V. The angel explained the uniqueness of the fourth kingdom and that a confederation of 

10 kings will arise out of that empire. (v. 23-24) 

VI. Out of this confederation, a unique ruler will appear; this is the anti-Christ. (v. 24) 

A. He will intimidate by conquest. 

 “The ten horns you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but who for one 

hour will receive authority as kings along with the beast. They have one purpose and will give 
their power and authority to the beast. They will wage war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will 

triumph over them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with him will be his 
called, chosen and faithful followers.” (Revelation 17:12-14) 

 
B. He will denounce the true God 

The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise its authority 
for forty-two months. It opened its mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his 

dwelling place and those who live in heaven. (Revelation 13:5-6) 
 

C. He will seek to wear down God’s people. 

D. He will oppose traditional dates and religious precepts. 

E. God’s people will be oppressed for three and a half years. 

VII. God’s judgment will be carried out and the eternal kingdom will begin with Christ’s 

millennial reign. 

VIII. Daniel was profoundly disturbed by this vision and its interpretation. 

 


