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Nehemiah 6:10-19 
 
10a  Afterward I came unto the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the son of 
Mehetabeel, who was shut up; and he said, Let us meet together in the house of God, within 
the temple, and let us shut the doors of the temple: for they will come to slay thee; yea, in the 
night will they come to slay thee. 
 
“Afterward” refers to Nehemiah’s encounters with his enemies (Tobiah, Sanballat, and Geshem) 
as they attempted to cause him to stop the work upon the wall and gates of Jerusalem. The 
weapons they attempted to employ against Nehemiah were deception, fear of loss, and fear of 
civil government. Nehemiah had responded to them twice: in verse 3, “…I am doing a great 
work, so that I cannot come down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and 
come down to you?” and in verse 8, “…There are no such things done as thou sayest, 
but thou feignest them out of thine own heart.” Nehemiah continued in the work despite 
his enemies’ attacks, but his enemies will not yet relent. 
 
Delaiah was one of the princes of Judah (Jeremiah 36:12) at the time of king Jehoiakim, who 
preceded king Zedekiah, the last king of Judah at the destruction of Jerusalem. Shemaiah, 
Delaiah’s son, was one of the Jews who returned to Jerusalem, but could not account for his 
Israelite family lineage (Ezra 2:59-60 and Nehemiah 7:61-62). Shemaiah, therefore, was an 
heir of a noble (prince) of Judah and it is likely that his family line was of the Jewish proselytes, 
rather than of the Jewish (Israelite) by birth. It is also likely that he may have been known as a 
prophet and therefore Nehemiah went to inquire of him regarding the accusations of his 
enemies that he had been appointing prophets to preach about him as king of Judah (verse 7).  
 
10b  Afterward I came unto the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the son of Mehetabeel, 
who was shut up; and he said, Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple, 
and let us shut the doors of the temple: for they will come to slay thee; yea, in the night will they 
come to slay thee. 
 
Why Shemaiah was “shut up” is not revealed. Given that he was in league with Nehemiah’s 
enemies, it is reasonable to think that he feared Nehemiah’s response and retribution and was 
hiding. But being sought out by Nehemiah, he attempts another deception. 
 
10c  Afterward I came unto the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the son of Mehetabeel, 
who was shut up; and he said, Let us meet together in the house of God, within the 
temple, and let us shut the doors of the temple: for they will come to slay thee; yea, 
in the night will they come to slay thee. 
 
This is false prophecy and counsel from Shemaiah: 
 
This is the false prophecy of Shemaiah: Nehemiah’s enemies were coming to slay him in the 
night. This prophecy is intended to produce fear of mankind and fear of loss of life, liberty and 
property. Such fear could cause Nehemiah and the people to stop working. 
 

Nehemiah 6:9 For they all made us afraid, saying, Their hands shall be weakened 
from the work, that it be not done. Now therefore, O God, strengthen my hands. 
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Nehemiah confesses that he and those with him were made afraid by the threats of their 
enemies. Their enemies’ desire was to weaken their hands and stop the work. But Nehemiah 
turns to God to strengthen their hands to continue the work. Fear is not sin unless it causes us to 
turn to self or mankind rather than God for help, or if it causes us to stop the work that God has 
commissioned us to complete. God has equipped us through Jesus Christ by the Holy Ghost to 
work for him without fear of his and our enemies. 
 

Psalms 27:1 A Psalm of David. The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I 
fear? the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
 
Luke 1:73-75 73 The oath which he sware to our father Abraham, 74 That he would grant unto 
us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies might serve him without 
fear, 75 In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our life. 

 
This is the false counsel of Shemaiah: Nehemiah should go into the temple, shut the doors, and 
hide until the threat passes. This counsel is intended to produce a sense of security. Such 
security, if implemented, would cause Nehemiah and the people to stop working. 
 

Matthew 5:14-16 14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be 
hid. 15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it 
giveth light unto all that are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
 
Mark 16:15, 20 15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature. 20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working 
with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is 
not in vain in the Lord. 

 
Nehemiah asked his enemies “why should the work cease, whilst I leave it” (verse 3) and 
continued working, rather than taking his enemies’ counsel. Benjamin Franklin is quoted as 
saying, “Those who would give up essential liberty, to purchase a little temporary safety, deserve 
neither liberty nor safety” and Thomas Jefferson is similarly quoted as saying, “He who gives his 
freedom for safety gets none of them”. We must not trade the false security and slavery to the 
secular world for our true freedom and servanthood to God through Jesus Christ. 
 

Romans 6:22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have 
your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 

 
11a  And I said, Should such a man as I flee? and who is there, that, being as I am, would 
go into the temple to save his life? I will not go in. 
 
Nehemiah rejects Shemaiah’s offer with courage and conviction. ““Should such a man as I”, the 
king’s cupbearer, the governor of Judah, the leader of the Jews, the rebuilder of Jerusalem, run 
from my enemies and stop the work that I have committed myself and my people unto?” To 
Nehemiah, Shemaiah’s offer was an affront to him and to the mission. Fleeing from the threat of 
danger and death was not an option for Nehemiah, nor is an option for us. 
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11b  And I said, Should such a man as I flee? and who is there, that, being as I am, would 
go into the temple to save his life? I will not go in. 
 
The second part of Nehemiah’s response is as critical as the first. Not only would he not run, but 
he would not hide. It would be a cowardly and sinful act, and one that would stop him and the 
people from accomplishing their work. We are to be visible to the secular world as individuals 
and congregations as we carry out our commission. We must refuse to hide, for our enemies, the 
enemies of God, would love nothing more than to have us to hide God’s righteousness in us 
through Jesus Christ away from secular society, being always present, but having no influence 
upon the world outside of our families and congregations. In the United States of America, this 
pietistic position was brought on by a misinterpretation of Thomas Jefferson’s “wall of 
separation” between the church (congregations of God) and the state (civil government). That 
misinterpretation and adoption of the idea in both congregation and civil government has 
resulted in a secular society without the absolute standard for morals and virtue, and no real 
influence of Christianity upon the society. 
 
12  And, lo, I perceived that God had not sent him; but that he pronounced this 
prophecy against me: for Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 
 
In other words, the Holy Ghost revealed to Nehemiah that Shemaiah was a liar and his enemy. 
(May God grant us the same). 
 
13  Therefore was he hired, that I should be afraid, and do so, and sin, and that 
they might have matter for an evil report, that they might reproach me. 
 
The enemies of Nehemiah hired Shemaiah (and other prophets) for a single purpose: to make 
Nehemiah afraid. Nehemiah confesses that if he were to do according to Shemaiah’s prophecy 
and counsel that he would be sinning against God and God’s people because to stop work for 
fear of mankind and loss would give his enemies an opportunity to prove by Nehemiah’s actions 
that he had indeed been guilty of all their accusations of rebellion and usurpation. 
 

Psalms 27:2-6 2 When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat 
up my flesh, they stumbled and fell. 3 Though an host should encamp against me, my heart 
shall not fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident. 4 One thing 
have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the 
LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple. 
5 For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle 
shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock. 6 And now shall mine head be lifted 
up above mine enemies round about me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices 
of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD. 

 
God is sovereign over all things. Jesus Christ has all authority and power in heaven and in earth. 
Our confidence, our desire, seeking, dwelling, enquiring should be toward God, not toward our 
self or mankind. God hides us in plain sight. He protects us in his spiritual house, pavilion, 
tabernacle, and establishes us upon the spiritual rock that is our confession that Jesus Christ is 
the son of the living God.  
 

Isaiah 28:16 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a 
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall 
not make haste. 
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14  My God, think thou upon Tobiah and Sanballat according to these their works, 
and on the prophetess Noadiah, and the rest of the prophets, that would have put 
me in fear. 
 

Psalms 25:2 O my God, I trust in thee: let me not be ashamed, let not mine enemies 
triumph over me. 

 
Nehemiah records yet another (Nehemiah 4:4-5) prayer against his enemies, reminding us that  
we should pray, trusting in God for the defeat of our enemies.  
 

Isaiah 54:17 No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall 
rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the 
LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD. 

 
15  So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty 
and two days. 
 
We can only accept what the scriptures state here: the work to rebuild the wall and gates was 
completed in 52 days from beginning to end, sabbath days possibly excepted. When God blesses 
the work, the work will be completed, on time in his timeframe. 
 

Mark 10:27 And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with 
God: for with God all things are possible. 
 

Hawker: “See what a short work was made of it when the hand of the Lord was upon them, and with 
them. So is it in divine things. … When God works he works as God.” 
 
16  And it came to pass, that when all our enemies heard thereof, and all the 
heathen that were about us saw these things, they were much cast down in their 
own eyes: for they perceived that this work was wrought of our God. 
 
When we work courageously and diligently to fulfill our commission, our enemies and the 
secular world will be frustrated and disappointed in themselves because, though their 
consciences are seared and their minds are reprobate, they cannot help but realize that our God 
has given us the victory over fear and deception, enabling us to work in his strength. That is not 
to say that our enemies will not continue to attempt to destroy our reputation, influence, and 
work through whatever means they determine to employ (verses 17-19), but our victory is secure 
in Jesus Christ. 
 

John 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the 
world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 

 
1 Corinthians 15:57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
1 John 5:4-5 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith. 5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he 
that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 
17  Moreover in those days the nobles of Judah sent many letters unto Tobiah, and the letters of Tobiah came unto 
them. 18  For there were many in Judah sworn unto him, because he was the son in law of Shechaniah the son of 
Arah; and his son Johanan had taken the daughter of Meshullam the son of Berechiah. 19  Also they reported his 
good deeds before me, and uttered my words to him. And Tobiah sent letters to put me in fear. 


