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Philippians 4:8-9  Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things 
are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.  9  Those things, 
which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be 
with you. 
 
Paul’s first command to the Philippians in these verses is to think. 
 
8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be 
any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.   
 
Think on things that are:  
 
True 

 
Psalms 119:160  Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous 
judgments endureth for ever. 
 
John 8:30-32  As he spake these words, many believed on him.  31  Then said Jesus to those 
Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;  32  
And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
 
John 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me. 
 

Honest 
 

Matthew 7:12  Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, 
do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets. 
 
Romans 12:17-18  Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight 
of all men.  18  If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 
 
Hebrews 13:18  Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things 
willing to live honestly. 
 
2 Corinthians 8:21  Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but 
also in the sight of men. 

 
Just 
 

Deuteronomy 16:20  That which is altogether just shalt thou follow, that thou mayest 
live, and inherit the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. 
 
Isaiah 1:17  Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, 
plead for the widow. 
 
Ezekiel 18:4-9  Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son 
is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die.  5  But if a man be just, and do that which is 
lawful and right,  6  And hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to 
the idols of the house of Israel, neither hath defiled his neighbour's wife, neither hath come near 
to a menstruous woman, (Continued) 
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(Ezekiel 18:4-9 Continued) 7  And hath not oppressed any, but hath restored to the debtor his 
pledge, hath spoiled none by violence, hath given his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the 
naked with a garment;  8  He that hath not given forth upon usury, neither hath taken any 
increase, that hath withdrawn his hand from iniquity, hath executed true judgment between 
man and man,  9  Hath walked in my statutes, and hath kept my judgments, to deal truly; 
he is just, he shall surely live, saith the Lord GOD. 

 
Pure 
 

Psalm 19:8  The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of 
the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 

 
Proverbs 30:5-6  Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust 
in him.  6  Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar. 
 
James 3:17-18  But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.  
18  And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace. 

 
Lovely 
 

Song of Solomon 5:16  His mouth is most sweet: yea, he is altogether lovely. This is my 
beloved, and this is my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem. 
 
John 12:25  He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world 
shall keep it unto life eternal. 

 
1 Corinthians 13 
 
1 John 2:15-17  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any 
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  16  For all that is in the world, the lust of 
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  17  
And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever. 

 
Of good report 
 

Proverbs 15:30  The light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart: and a good report maketh the 
bones fat. 
 
1 Timothy 3:7  Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he 
fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. 
 
3 John 1:11-12  Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that 
doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God.  12  Demetrius hath good 
report of all men, and of the truth itself: yea, and we also bear record; and ye know that our 
record is true. 

 
Virtue 
 

2 Peter 1:2-8  Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of 
Jesus our Lord,  3  According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to 
glory and virtue:  (Continued)  
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(2 Peter 1:2-8 Continued) 4  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: 
that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in 
the world through lust.  5  And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and 
to virtue knowledge;  6  And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to 
patience godliness;  7  And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.  8  
For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Praise 
 

Psalms 33:1-5  Rejoice in the LORD, O ye righteous: for praise is comely for the upright.  
2  Praise the LORD with harp: sing unto him with the psaltery and an instrument of ten strings.  
3  Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise.  4  For the word of the LORD is 
right; and all his works are done in truth.  5  He loveth righteousness and judgment: the 
earth is full of the goodness of the LORD. 

 
Psalms 44:8  In God we boast all the day long, and praise thy name for ever. Selah. 

 
Romans 2:29  But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in 
the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God. 
 
Hebrews 13:15-16  By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God 
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.  16  But to do good 
and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 

 
Paul’s second command to the Philippians in these verses is to do. 
 
9a  Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do:  
 
Do those things: 
 
Learned 
 

2 Timothy 3:14-17  But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and 
hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;  15  And that from a 
child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  17  
That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 

 
Received 
 

1 Corinthians 15:1-8  Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I 
preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;  2  By which 
also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have 
believed in vain.  3  For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;  4  And that he was buried, and that he 
rose again the third day according to the scriptures:  5  And that he was seen of Cephas, 
then of the twelve:  6  After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; 
of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep.  7  After that, he 
was seen of James; then of all the apostles.  8  And last of all he was seen of me also, as 
of one born out of due time. 
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Heard 
 

Proverbs 20:11-12  Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, and 
whether it be right.  12  The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the LORD hath made even 
both of them. 
 
Romans 10:14-15  How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how 
shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear 
without a preacher?  15  And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, 
How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of 
good things! 

 
Seen 
 

John 13:12-17  So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set 
down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you?  13  Ye call me Master and 
Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.  14  If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye 
also ought to wash one another's feet.  15  For I have given you an example, that ye should 
do as I have done to you.  16  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his 
lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.  17  If ye know these things, happy are 
ye if ye do them. 

 
Philippians 3:13-17  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I 
do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are 
before,  14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.  15  Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be 
otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.  16  Nevertheless, whereto we have already 
attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing.  17  Brethren, be 
followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an 
ensample. 

 
Paul follows his commands to think and to do with a promise. 
 
9b and the God of peace shall be with you. 
 
In the previous verses, Paul described the peace of God that comes from trusting in God through 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Philippians 4:7  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

 
Isaiah 26:3  Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: 
because he trusteth in thee. 

 
In these verses, Paul describes the God of peace who is with us as we think and do what glorifies 
him. 
 

Hebrews 13:20-21  Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,  21  Make 
you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his 
sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


