
The Justice of God in Christ - John 9:35-41 8-22-21
As we talked about God’s mercy that comes out from justice for those whom He saves in 

Christ there is an aspect to this that is important and is one that needs to be looked at in more 
detail. It is the justice of God in Christ. So in a way this is a part two from last week that goes 
deeper into something that is vitally important to the nature of Jesus, of the gospel, of salvation, 
of Christianity. If you were to describe to me what the justice of God in Christ entails what 
would you say? Where would you begin? What different points would you need to bring out? 
This is what we are going to do today. We do this, so that you examine yourself to see whether 
you are in the faith, or so that you are assured of your standing before God. We also do this, so 
that you can come to understand salvation in Christ more, so that you can explain it better to a 
world that needs to hear it. So what does this subject entail? To examine this we will ask five 
questions. 1) Where do we need to start when addressing this topic? 2) Why the justice of God in 
Christ, what is the reason for it? 3) What if there was no Jesus? 4) Since there is Jesus, how is 
this justice of God in Christ achieved? 5) What does this justice of God in Christ mean for the 
lost and the saved?  

In God’s absolute holiness, His absolute wisdom, and goodness He is righteous in all of 
who he is and what He does. He is moral perfection in being and in action. This is where we 
need to start when looking at this topic, the justice of God in Christ. God is just. This is who He 
is by nature. And because of this, He then cannot contradict who He is by nature with what He 
does in His action from His nature. And this subject speaks of the justice that God possesses and 
the justice that comes from Him. So His nature is the beginning point at the start that we must 
recognize. He is absolutely, completely, perfectly righteous. He is always in the right, because He 
is right Himself. From there as our topic describes is an action of God, the justice of God in 
Christ. At the base of this is the fact that when God does anything it is 100% just, whether He 
actively does it or passively does it. He is 100% fair with no partiality in any of His works. This 
is His will and His will is His law, which reflects perfectly His justice and every other one of His 
attributes that are all one in Him. 

When it comes to this nature of God and His action, being just and acting justly in all 
things, we have to realize that no one compares to God in this. Within a society, and 
unfortunately a lot of Christianity, that is so focused on self and the supposed autonomy, self-law, 
of the human being, we easily lose sight of this incomparableness. We have so closed the gap 
between us and God in our thinking that we make Him to be like us, when, in fact, He is so 
separate from us, because of His moral and behavioral perfections. We must have a higher view 
of God that exalts His transcendent righteousness as God, the God who is the self-existent 
authority with no beginning and no end. He is Creator. He is the supreme Sovereign. He is the 
just Judge who fills the seat with gavel in hand and all things exist under Him and will answer to 
His just judgments. Is this honestly an anchor in our Christian beliefs in our modern Christianity? 
This is foreign in much of our thinking today. A lot of the music that passes as Christian today 
are love songs that can’t be distinguished in whether they are written about God or another 
person. Many of the speeches given or stories told on Sundays are so earthly-focused and man-
centered. Much of our evangelism starts with the sentiment that has been popular for some time 
that goes like this, “Jesus loves you and God has a wonderful plan for your life.” Also, now when 
anyone ever talks about justice within the Christian culture it is about social justice that has to do 
with person to person with no true basis for what justice is, which comes from a distortion of 



God’s justice. So with a topic like this, the majority of the time, we get off to a wrong start from 
the wrong place. 

But if we start in the right place then as we continue on examining this great subject we 
have to ask the next question of, why the justice of God in Christ? What’s the reason for it? It is 
because of us. The justice of God in Christ needs to happen, because of us. God’s justice gives to 
us what is deserved according to what we have done. What have we done? If we don’t 
immediately go back to the garden of Eden when we begin to answer this, then there’s something 
off. That is the starting point where we should quickly come to know that what we have done is 
rejected God’s word, God’s law in commanding us to obey Him. We said, “No, I know what is 
better. I can be my own authority. I will go my own way.” We doubted God’s truthfulness, God’s 
care, and we questioned God’s authority over us, which was for our own good. We rebelled 
against our own Creator. In that rebellion God was just in giving us what we deserved, an 
immediate punishment of spiritual death. In this spiritual death we then governed ourselves from 
a heart that was, by nature, living in that rebellion against God. Therefore from Adam on no one 
has had the ability to obey God, because the heart that exists within us desires rebellion. So we 
got justice as the result of the Fall, but that was a temporary justice that looked further. A final 
justice still needed to be dealt with. And this is where this crucial topic leads us. 

It leads us to be confronted with the span of human history where human beings exist 
within that realm of rebellion. We physically live within space and time with the reality of the 
Fall effecting us. Because of this sin nature and the lawlessness that comes from there we are 
guilty before God the just Judge, we are in a state of condemnation, and we live in the shame of 
our nakedness in the shadow of our parents. This is justice pending. This is justice in reserve 
awaiting the final verdict. But this “awaiting” is so key and must be highlighted at this point. 
There was mercy working from before the Fall or else our parents would have been cast out into 
eternal death right away, and therefore us as well. This is what happened to those angels who 
fell. That should have been our outcome too. All of us should’ve gotten what we truly deserve 
right away. So if we are looking at this grand subject with a new heart in Christ, we should be 
awestruck at the patience of God. This patience of God points us to His Son. 

But as we face the truth of God’s justice and what we rightly deserve we have to flush 
this out more by asking the question, what if there was no Jesus? If there was no Jesus then we 
all would receive fairness whether it be right away in being cast out to eternal darkness like the 
fallen angels or it would be inevitable that after our physical death, every one of us in humanity 
would end up in that eternal death and darkness. No one would receive eternal life, because no 
one would deserve it and there would be no other way to receive it. And here’s where we need to 
come in and ask, when I just said that did you say to yourself, “But, I deserve it.” Unfortunately 
in at least the last 75 years with the formulation of the mainline liberal denominations many 
people believe that they deserve to be heaven. And this has spread out to a lot of the progressive 
movements within so-called Christianity. Yes, Jesus is professed, but this Jesus, who is another 
Jesus, a false one, is really just a moral example to follow the best we can and we are basically 
good by nature, so we do deserve to be in heaven, but if we don’t get there then we are the ones 
who screwed that up. We deserved it, but we neglected to get there, we failed in our efforts. We 
also make Jesus out to be someone who loves us no matter what, and when we say that we mean 
that’s the way He feels about us, everyone, in our sinful nature, and so He is our biggest fan 
cheering us on, so we deserve heaven, because we are good people. Listen, if we believe we 



deserve heaven then we will not be there if that belief remains. This is where I direct us to where 
this whole topic comes from in our text (verses 39-41). This is what these people believed and 
Jesus says that those who think they see will become blind.

This brings us further into the heart of the issue. Since there is Jesus, how is this justice of 
God in Christ achieved? God is just and must act justly when it comes to us and our rebellion. In 
His graciousness He decided to not consign all people to hell, but chose to justify some. This 
justification is achieved in Christ for those that God calls to Himself, because of the justice of 
God in Christ. God was just and merciful through Jesus, because God was able to be fully just in 
Jesus. I’ll emphasize this more. God was both just and merciful through Jesus to us humans, 
because God was able to be fully just in Jesus where He would mercifully take the punishment 
for some and be the conduit for giving just punishment to others. We’ll get to explaining all that 
more in a moment, but first we need to recognize that this was able to be achieved, because of 
the nature and work of Jesus. Remember, this had to be the case if anyone would be freed from 
their guilt and declared righteous before God. Or else, remember, everyone would end up in 
eternal judgment, because that would be justice, what we deserve. 

So Jesus is the only one who could come under this justice of God as a substitute for 
other people, because He is sinless in who He is and He is completely righteous in what He does. 
He is sinless in who He is since He is God in the flesh. The divine nature and the human nature 
exist in one person. He is fully God and fully man, therefore He is the only one who can meet the 
requirements of obeying God’s law. If He is anything less than fully God and fully man at any 
given time in His earthly ministry, then He cannot take the justice of God upon Himself. So the 
justice of God requires that since there has been rebellion, there must then be punishment for that 
rebellion. Someone must pay the price. This is just and punishment must be served. If a human 
judge would let a criminal go unpunished for his crimes then that judge would not be just. He 
would be partial, unfair. This is precisely where this topic of the justice of God in Christ aims at. 
In His righteousness Jesus took the punishment that His people deserved and He took it upon 
Himself for them, on their behalf. This is where the language of the propitiatory vicarious 
substitutionary atonement of Jesus is so important. Propitiatory meaning that Jesus’ life, death, 
and resurrection not only had the ability to satisfy God’s wrath on sin and take away God’s 
judgment upon sin, but that’s what was actually achieved. That’s what actually happened in His 
life and death and culminating in His resurrection, which was God’s seal of approval on the work 
that Jesus did. The seal of approval meant that God’s wrath and judgment were satisfied and 
taken away from His people. It was secured and would be perfectly applied by the Spirit at the 
right time according to God’s sovereign timeline. Vicarious and substitutionary meaning that He 
stood in for someone else. Instead of punishment coming down upon another individual, it came 
down on Jesus instead. He traded places with all those whom His Father gave Him, so that they 
would not get punished, so that they would not receive justice. Atonement meaning that Jesus 
Himself was the offering for sin, the sacrifice given, so that the sins of His sheep would be 
forgiven. This atonement brought reconciliation, which was secured by Christ, but made 
effectual by the Spirit at the moment of salvation for each of those sheep. 

Now, this was how this justice of God in Christ was achieved, which means that God was 
both just and merciful through Jesus to us humans. This was because God was able to be fully 
just in Jesus where two outcomes took place. He would mercifully take the punishment for some 
and He would be the conduit for giving just punishment to others.



Whether we like it or not, the justice of God in Christ means that for some people their 
guilt, their sin, their condemnation would justly remain. It was already there in the first place, so 
it would be left. John is clear on this here and he has been clear on this before in chapter 3. John 
3:18, “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.” John 3:36, “Whoever 
believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God remains on him.” So for these people when Jesus lived, died, and rose again this 
would seal the inevitable reality that justice would be reserved for them. Jesus’ work did not 
cover them. His righteousness does not become theirs unlike those who are shown mercy. Many 
object here and say, “But that’s not fair!” And I’ll simply ask you to read Romans chapter 9 and 
let Paul answer your objection. This will play out in the end where Jesus will judge according to 
His righteousness. That judgment is directly connected to His work as a Mediator. This means 
that unfortunately for some there is not a great exchange to take place. 

But for others there is, because Jesus gives His righteousness to others, so that they can 
be right before God. 2 Corinthians 5:21, “For our sake God made Jesus to be sin, Jesus who 
knew no sin, so that in Jesus we might become the righteousness of God.” For those that God 
gave Jesus, He, on the cross, was covered in their sin. Their sins were imputed to Him as if they 
were His sins. So having lived for them, He was able to die for them. He was punished for them 
in their place covered by their sin when it should’ve been them. This is that justice turned mercy. 
This is where that justice does not remain, but is changed into mercy by God’s sovereign grace. 
So there was an exchange of sin for righteousness, of justice for mercy, of punishment for grace. 
So as all the sins of God’s elect covered Jesus, once His finished work was approved by God, 
then Jesus was then able to cover those sinners in His righteousness. This is what happened. This 
is what was secured for those sinners in Christ. It was mercy reserved, awaiting the appointed 
time when that mercy would actually be given in each of their lifetimes. Example [Acts 
13:44-49] One by one they would be covered by the righteousness of Jesus when the time came. 
“Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1).

In this we must recognize the sovereignty of God in salvation. With this we first must 
recognize that we are the ones who have turned our backs against God and gone our own way. 
We are responsible, because of this and we are without any excuse. We have no ground to stand 
on to defend our innocence. We are held accountable for this. So this sin leaves us empty with 
nothing to give, dead with no ability to love and obey, wicked with no desire to believe in and 
follow Jesus, and guilty with no defense. God is extremely clear on explaining this. So God must 
choose, Jesus must come, and the Holy Spirit must not fail. This brings up the necessary 
question, what did Jesus actually accomplish? This brings us back to the propitiatory vicarious 
substitutionary atonement of Jesus, which is where the sovereignty of God should be recognized 
in these details. 

Propitiatory was what? It meant to appease or satisfy God’s wrath, so that it was no 
longer there. The category 5 hurricane is gone completely, no clouds at all. And it meant that 
judgment was taken away, justice would not be served, but mercy would be given. Now, if this 
was not fully dependent upon Jesus and Jesus’ work wasn’t fully sufficient and effective in 
achieving this, then what does this mean? It means that the outcome of the propitiation is 
determined by you. It means that you have a part in making that wrath and judgment go away. It 
is left in your hands to finalize it and approve it in the last crucial deciding moment. Anyone see 



what is wrong with that? The same can go for atonement, because these go hand in hand. The 
sovereignty of God is a must when you look at atonement as well. Atonement means that Jesus 
Himself was the offering for sin, the sacrifice given, so that sin would be forgiven. Jesus died for 
sin, but does that get retracted when people don’t choose by their free will to be saved by Him or 
was what He did meaningless, valueless when people don’t end up choosing Him with their free 
will faith? Or since He paid for their sin and took their punishment, do unbelievers have to pay 
for that again and be punished again, isn’t that double jeopardy, which is something that can’t 
happen? These outcomes are false and should be clear to us that they are false, but we cannot 
accept the truth of the sovereignty of God’s grace without the Holy Spirit working. This is 
something that we naturally want to fight against God about.  

It’s the same with vicarious substitution. This means that Jesus actually stood in the place 
of other people, specific people. He didn’t just stand in for an ambiguous group of people who 
are all question marks, because who knows who any of them are until they co-operate with their 
free will? If that is the case, then it is possible that Jesus could’ve stood in the place for no one. 
The very nature of the words vicarious and substitution don’t allow that though. And we should 
recognize this! 

So justice is what the lost get. But mercy is what the saved get, because justice was 
poured out on Jesus for them. This brings us back to the implications of the imputed 
righteousness of Jesus. This is the covering of Jesus’ righteousness that we need in order to be 
declared righteous by God. Without this there is no salvation, no forgiveness, no justification, no 
reconciliation, no heaven. This imputed righteousness is explained in the gospel message of 
salvation in Christ alone. We are unrighteous in every way in our sinful nature. We need 
someone else’s righteousness to become ours. And Jesus is the only one righteous. This is why 
Jesus came to live, die, and rise again as a substitute. He gives, He covers the sinner with His 
righteousness that is not our own. This action of being covered happens when the sinner hears 
the gospel and by God’s perfect work of grace in them they come to Jesus by faith. They see that 
the gospel message is about who they are in their sin and who Jesus truly is and they see their 
need for Him, so they come to Jesus by faith in an understanding of what the gospel says and 
how Jesus is offered to us in that gospel. So as God works faith within that individual, in them 
looking to Christ alone for the salvation of their soul, they are then covered by the righteousness 
of Jesus and declared righteous by God. 

When this happens the implications are glorious beyond compare. This begins with the 
set reality that for those who are truly saved in Christ, then we are forever 100% justified, holy, 
forgiven, freed, redeemed, reconciled, adopted, and guiltless. That position and status will never 
change. It will never change, because of Jesus as our substitute, not because of us. It is because 
of Him and Him only that these spiritual blessings will never change. So with this when God 
judges everyone according to their works, if we are covered by the righteousness of Christ, then 
whose works will He see? He will see Jesus’ works on our behalf, for us. So they will be seen as 
if we did them, but He did them in our place. His works are credited to our account, so that they 
become ours. With this unchanging position we are no longer fearful of punishment. We live free 
from that, knowing that Jesus was punished for us, so that we wouldn’t be. This “already done” 
aspect of salvation drives us into the Christian life with peace, confidence, and activity in great 
thankfulness. Something that John Bunyan once said brings us to see the rest of these glorious 
implications. He said, “If people really see that Christ has removed the fear of punishment from 



them by taking it into Himself, they won’t do whatever they want, they’ll do whatever He 
wants.” The first part of what he said relates to the “already” that we just talked about. 

The second part leads to what effects this life this side of heaven that comes out of the 
“already.” The mercy of God that comes out of the justice of God in Christ is realized by the 
work of God’s grace within those who have been made new. So now within us righteousness is 
active, holiness is active, forgiveness and reconciliation are active, obedience is active, and 
purpose is active. And these grow. The redeemed walk in light of the justice that Jesus took for 
them, which drives them to zealousness in good works instead of lawlessness. There is a desire 
and passion that bubbles up out of the fountain of Christ that is evident during this process of 
sanctification. This is God’s work of completing what He has begun in us. This is where it is so 
crucial for us to understand that our salvation is to affect all of life. It is not just a Sunday life 
that is separated from the rest of your life. You have one life and that is a pursuit to follow Christ 
in all things. But we don’t want this in our American Christianity. We want areas of life where 
God cannot touch. We want areas of life where we are “free” from God. We ridicule people when 
they always seem to talk about the things of God too much. We are ashamed of the truth. When 
these mentalities exist, they pull us away from growing. We become stagnant, deprived, and 
unhealthy. The urge to not want to live under the supreme authority and rule of God comes out 
when we live like this. When that happens then what we are trying to do is we are trying to chain 
ourselves back up. We are wanting to return to our former slavery. And when that happens then 
we cannot see further past that entanglement.

But we need to look further, further to the “not yet.” We need to be able to see where our 
hope resides. It resides in salvation by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. And it 
resides with Christ as He is reigning as King at the right hand of His Father awaiting the time 
when His bride is fully united to Him in glory. We are to look through the gospel to Jesus. Our 
eternal inheritance is securely kept in heaven by Christ for His sheep. 

Jesus came so that those who do not see may see. He is the reason why true believers can 
see these realities we’ve talked about today and walk in them. This is only because God is 
merciful in Christ alone. There is no mercy outside of Christ, the true Jesus and His one way of 
peace. And mercy is the undeserving reality and beauty of God’s grace, because of the justice of 
God in Christ as the Substitute for His church, His bride. This is foundational to Christian truth 
and the Christian life. We need this clear foundation today in our worldview, so that we know 
how to live in the time we are in. Is this important to us? 


