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“Beware of Blind Spots!”   Romans 2:17-29 Hymns: 481, 587, 599, 649, 672, 674, 691 
 

I. Doing a lot of right things but missing the mark – 
17 Indeed you are called a Jew, and rest on the law, and make your boast in God, 18 and know His 
will, and approve the things that are excellent, being instructed out of the law, 19 and are confident 
that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 20 an instructor of 
the foolish, a teacher of babes, having the form of knowledge and truth in the law. 21 You, 
therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that a man should not 
steal, do you steal? 22 You who say, “Do not commit adultery,” do you commit adultery? You who 
abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who make your boast in the law, do you dishonor God 
through breaking the law? 24 For “the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of 
you,” as it is written. 
 

1. What is said here by Paul is very similar to what he said to the Corinthians, but perhaps 
for a different reason – 

12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.  1 Corinthians 10:12 (NKJV) 
 
A. The Roman Church had a large group of Jewish converts, these may have been 

somewhat like Paul was before Christ, they have confidence in the flesh – 
4 though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence 
in the flesh, I more so: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; 6 concerning zeal, persecuting the 
church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.  Philippians 3:4–6 (NKJV) 
 

B. The Corinthians, at least some of them, had confidence in their gifts – 
4 I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given to you by Christ 
Jesus, 5 that you were enriched in everything by Him in all utterance and all knowledge, 6 even as 
the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you, 7 so that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting 
for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,  1 Corinthians 1:4–7 (NKJV) 

The Jewish Romans had confidence in their heritage or pedigree and maybe knowledge, 
which the Corinthians were confident because gifted … you come short in no gift, :7 

Both had something to be self-confident about - 19 and are confident that you yourself are a 
guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, Romans 2:19 

Yet, gifts without love –  
1 Corinthians 13:2 (NKJV)   2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries 
and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not 
love, I am nothing. 
or heritage, or even teaching, without keeping the LAW - 1 You, therefore, who teach another, do 
you not teach yourself? You who preach that a man should not steal, do you steal? 22 You who 
say, “Do not commit adultery,” do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob 
temples? 23 You who make your boast in the law, do you dishonor God through breaking the law? 
24 For “the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,” as it is written.   
 

2. Here the missing the mark is something outsiders notice … 
4 For “the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,” as it is written. 
Romans 2:24 
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A. They notice if we are hypocrites, this is at the very least a witness problem… 
B. God’s name is blasphemed if we are hypocrites, not hallowed or glorified - 
31 Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 

1 Corinthians 10:31 (NKJV) 
 
9 In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.  Matthew 6:9 
(NKJV) 
 

3. This is a pride problem – 
9  The humble He guides in justice, And the humble He teaches His way.  Psalm 25:9 (NKJV) 

 
18  Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.  Proverbs 16:18 (NKJV) 
 

II. Circumcision / Baptism are worthless if not accompanied by a life lived 
for God – 

25 For circumcision is indeed profitable if you keep the law; but if you are a breaker of the law, 
your circumcision has become uncircumcision. 26 Therefore, if an uncircumcised man keeps the 
righteous requirements of the law, will not his uncircumcision be counted as circumcision? 27 And 
will not the physically uncircumcised, if he fulfills the law, judge you who, even with your written 
code and circumcision, are a transgressor of the law? 28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, 
nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; 29 but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and 
circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but 
from God.  Romans 2:24–29 (NKJV) 

 
16 Therefore circumcise the foreskin of your heart, and be stiff-necked no longer.  Deuteronomy 
10:16 (NKJV) 
 
6 And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the 
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live.  Deuteronomy 30:6  
 

1. Circumcision was the covenant sign – 
A. Like a wedding ring, having a wedding ring means nothing if you are unfaithful to your 

spouse 
B. None of the Covenant signs not the Passover, not Baptism, and not the Lord’s Supper 

mean anything without: Circumcision of the heart, The Baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
Taking the Lord’s Supper in a worthy manner 
 

2. Circumcision, Baptism just signs, God requires heart … 
 

III. The heart is key to all our service – 
8  ‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is  
far from Me.  Matthew 15:8 (NKJV) 
 
23  Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of life.  Proverbs 4:23 (NKJV) 
9  “The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it?  Jeremiah 

17:9 (NKJV) 


