
Can Godly People Doubt? 
Matthew 11:1 And it came to pass, when Jesus had made 

an end of commanding his twelve disciples, he departed 

thence to teach and to preach in their cities.  

!
2 Now when John had heard in the prison the works 

of Christ, he sent two of his disciples,  

!
3 And said unto him, Art thou he that should 

come, or do we look for another?  

!
4 Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew 

John again those things which ye do hear and 

see: 5 The blind receive their sight, and the lame 

walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the 

dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel 
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preached to them. 6 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not 

be offended in me.  

!
!
1. Defining Doubt 

a. Doubting means losing your confidence. Peter doubted 

when he saw the waves and the storm Matthew 14:31 

And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and 

caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, 

wherefore didst thou doubt? 

b. Doubting has the idea of fear. The disciples doubted in 

the storm on the sea Matthew 8:26 And his disciples 

came to him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: 

we perish. 26 And he saith unto them, Why are ye 

fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he arose, 

and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a 

great calm. 

c. When you consider something to be unlikely you are 

doubting. John 20:25 The other disciples therefore said 

unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto 

them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the 
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nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and 

thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.  

d. Doubt is an uncertainty of belief or opinion that often 

interferes with decision making. Peter had that 

problem when the Lord wanted to send him to 

Cornelius Acts 10:19 While Peter thought on the vision, 

the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee. 

20 Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with 

them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them.  

e. Doubt causes a person to hesitate. James 1:6 But let 

him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that 

wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind 

and tossed. Ephesians 4:14 That we henceforth be no 

more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about 

with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and 

cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 

f. You should gather from this that doubt is quite 

common among God’s people. 

i. We don't want to live there 

ii. We want victory over it 

iii. We want to help others who have this problem 

!
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2. Jesus continues His ministry of teaching and preaching 1 

And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of 

commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to 

teach and to preach in their cities. 

a. A couple of things that you should notice from this 

i. Jesus didn't just tell others what to do but did it 

Himself 

ii. Jesus is teaching and preaching.  

1. It can seem like teaching and preaching isn't that 

important 

2. It can appear that having a real job or doing 

something else would be more important 

3. Even teaching as an academic might be more 

respectable 

iii. Jesus had a message a message He wanted taught 

and preached in other places  

b. Jesus is busy doing the ministry. 

c. He is free to move about and be used of God 

d. Though John the Baptist surely wanted Jesus to 

increase and him to decrease this had to be hard to 
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deal with John 3:30 He must increase, but I must 

decrease.  

e. John the Baptist is in prison. He had announced the 

coming of Jesus. He had baptized Him. He had told 

everyone that it was Jesus that would take away the 

sins of the world John 1:29 The next day John seeth 

Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of 

God, which taketh away the sin of the world.  

f. Seeing the success of others when things are going so 

well for us can be discouraging and might cause us to 

doubt  

!
3. Circumstances and life can be discouraging 2 Now when 

John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, 

he sent two of his disciples, 

a. John is in prison because he has so faithfully served 

God and the Lord Jesus Christ 

b. John had preached repentance for about 18 months. 

Now he is in prison for nearly a year 

c. John had preached against Herod for divorcing his wife 

and stealing his brother’s wife. Luke 3:18 And many 
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other things in his exhortation preached he unto the 

people. 19 But Herod the tetrarch, being 

reproved by him for Herodias his brother Philip’s 

wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done, 20 

Added yet this above all, that he shut up John in 

prison.  

d. The only reason he isn't dead is that Herod is afraid of 

all those that love John Matthew 14:5 And when he 

would have put him to death, he feared the multitude, 

because they counted him as a prophet.  

e. Remember John hasn't done anything wrong 

i. He was a true man of God 

ii. He had done exactly what God wanted him to do 

iii. He had been filled with the Holy Spirit since his 

mother’s womb 

iv. He had lived as a Nazarite which was the highest 

vow of the dedication that the Jews had 

v. Now John is in prison, suffering alone, no ministry 

f. You can imagine what he was thinking 

i. Where is God when I need Him? 
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ii. Why doesn't God help me and bless me after all that 

I have done? 

iii. Why doesn't God protect me when I am doing His 

will and I am His man? 

iv. Why have you let this happen to me? 

g. Remember that John has been off doing his own 

ministry alone 

i. He hears about what Jesus has done but hasn't been 

there to see it 

1. Even before prison Jesus had John were not in 

contact 

2. He was alone doing his ministry 

3. He didn't hear the preaching 

4. He didn't see the miracles 

5. He didn't get to worship with Jesus 

ii. The same thing can happen to you when you are not 

immersed in the Word of God 

iii. We need God’s Word to strengthen and keep us. If 

you get away from preaching, teaching, reading, and 

studying you are very likely to deal with doubts  

!
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4. Are you Him? 3 And said unto him, Art thou he 

that should come, or do we look for 

another? 
a. John knew where to go with his doubts 

b. He didn't run from but rather to the One that could 

make a difference in his life 
c. John the Baptist wonders if Jesus is the Christ 

d. When it appears that Jesus is not going to do 

something great John gets weak in his faith 

e. He sends his disciples to find out and let him know 

f. John the Baptist surely thought that Jesus would have 

been correcting everything, punishing those that had 

not repented, setting up His kingdom 

g. John very likely expected Jesus to over throw the 

Roman empire. 

h. He may have thought that His message was like the 

last warning before the judgment 

i. The Jews were waiting on a coming king and His 

kingdom and not so much the suffering servant 

!
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5. Jesus reassures John 4 Jesus answered and said unto 

them, Go and shew John again those things 

which ye do hear and see: 5 The blind 

receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers 

are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised 

up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 

a. John’s disciples are to report what they are hearing 

and seeing 

b. This should remind them of what Jesus said when He 

started His ministry Luke 4:17  And there was 

delivered unto him the book of the prophet 

Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he 

found the place where it was written, 18 The Spirit 

of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 

anointed me to preach the gospel to 

the poor; he hath sent me to heal the 

brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the 

captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set 
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at liberty them that are bruised, 19 To preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord.  

i. The only difference in what Jesus read and what 

Isaiah says is Isaiah 61:2 And the day of vengeance 

of our God;  

ii. Jesus was fulfilling the Old Testament prophecy but 

stopped short of the day of vengeance 

c. What should encourage you is your meditation in the 

truths of God’s Word 

i. While Paul was in prison he wrote Philippians 4:4 

Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, 

Rejoice. 5 Let your moderation be known unto all 

men. The Lord is at hand. 6 Be careful for 

nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known unto God. 7 And the 

peace of God, which passeth all 

understanding, shall keep your hearts and 

minds through Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brethren, 

whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are 
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honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 

things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 

whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any 

virtue, and if there be any praise, think on 

these things. Isaiah 26:3 Thou wilt keep him 

in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on thee: 

Because he trusteth in thee. 
ii. To over come doubt you learn to think correctly 

iii. You learn to be happy where ever God has put you 

Philippians 4:11 Not that I speak in respect of want: 

for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, 

therewith to be content.  

d. Realize that you are in a spiritual battle I Peter 5:8 Be 

sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as 

a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 

devour: Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against 

flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 

powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 

world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 
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e. Learn to use your shield of faith Ephesians 6:16 !

Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall 

be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 

f. Go to Jesus with your doubts and cares and give them 

to Him I Peter 5:7 Casting all your care upon him; for 

he careth for you. 

g. Become thankful I Thessalonians 5:18 In every thing 

give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

concerning you. 

h. Take the steps of victory James 4:6-8 ! But he giveth 

more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the 

proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. 7 

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist 

the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw 

nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. 

Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your 

hearts, ye double minded. 

!
6. He understands your doubt but it is dangerous and 

harmful 
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a. The doubtful mind causes fear I John 4:18 There is no 

fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because 

fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect 

in love.  

b. Doubt hinders God’s work Matthew 13:58 And he did 

not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.  

Mark 6:5 And he could there do no mighty work, save 

that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed 

them. 6 And he marvelled because of their unbelief. 

And he went round about the villages, teaching.  

c. Doubt doesn't please God Hebrews 11:6 But without 

faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh 

to God must believe that he is, and that he is a 

rewarder of them that diligently seek him.  

d. Get into the Word of God 

i. Be more faithful to church 

ii. Get involved in foundations, the discipleship program 

of our faith 

iii. Spend time in the Bible every day that you can 

iv. Have spiritual discussions 

e. Get your thoughts under control-stop thinking what 

you shouldn't and begin thinking what you should 
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f. Get your conversation right so that you talk truth 

instead of doubts and lies  

!
7. Don’t doubt John 6 And blessed is he, whosoever shall 

not be offended in me.  

a. John loved Jesus and didn't think any less of him as is 

obvious from the following verses 

b. But doubt will rob us of our joy and peace 

c. Not being offended refers to not be trapped or snared. 

d. There is plenty you do not understand. Focus on what 

you do 

e. It is really not about us understanding and knowing 

but obeying and trusting 

f. There are many questions that will be unanswered all 

of your life 

g. You have to trust God 

h. Get in the Bible and learn all that you can about our 

great God and then trust Him with the rest of it 
!
!
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