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1 Peter 4:7-10 7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch 
unto prayer. 8 And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity 
shall cover the multitude of sins. 9 Use hospitality one to another without grudging. 10 
As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God. 
 
7a But the end of all things is at hand: 
 
Since the epistle was written prior to the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, it could be that Peter is 
preparing those still in that region for the hard times ahead. He was, although, writing “to the 
strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,” (1 Peter 1:1) so it 
seems unlikely that “all things” is specific to Jews in Jerusalem. 
 
It is more likely that Peter is writing of what would be to come, that is “the end of all things” pertaining 
both to himself and to the other apostles. The age was upon them, and in a short time, it would end 
with the passing of John. John would call it the “last time”. 
 

1 John 2:18 Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even 
now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time. 

 
This is the time we now live in: the post-apostolic age. Peter then admonishes us to the following: 
 
7b be ye therefore sober, 
 
Sofron (root) and Sophroneo (“sober”) meaning: of a sound mind, sane, in one's senses curbing 
one's desires and impulses, self-controlled, temperate 
 
The same word is used to relate the state of the “wild man of the Gadarenes” after Jesus healed him 
and sent the demons out of him. Essentially, Peter is saying “don't be crazy” because it is the end of all 
things. 
 

Luke 8:22-35 22 Now it came to pass on a certain day, that he went into a ship with his disciples: and 
he said unto them, Let us go over unto the other side of the lake. And they launched forth. 23 But as they 
sailed he fell asleep: and there came down a storm of wind on the lake; and they were filled with water, 
and were in jeopardy. 24 And they came to him , and awoke him, saying, Master, master, we perish. Then 
he arose, and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water: and they ceased, and there was a calm. 25 
And he said unto them, Where is your faith? And they being afraid wondered, saying one to another, 
What manner of man is this! for he commandeth even the winds and water, and they obey him. 26 And 
they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee. 27 And when he went forth to 
land, there met him out of the city a certain man, which had devils long time, and ware no clothes, 
neither abode in any house, but in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before 
him, and with a loud voice said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most high? I 
beseech thee, torment me not. 29 (For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For 
oftentimes it had caught him: and he was kept bound with chains and in fetters; and he brake the bands, 
and was driven of the devil into the wilderness.) 30 And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And 
he said, Legion: because many devils were entered into him. 31 And they besought him that he would not 
command them to go out into the deep. 32 And there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the 
mountain: and they besought him that he would suffer them to enter into them. And he suffered them. 
33 Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a 
steep place into the lake, and were choked. 34 When they that fed them saw what was done, they fled, 
and went and told it in the city and in the country. 35 Then they went out to see what was done; and 
came to Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, 
clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid. 
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The effect of Jesus upon the fearful or disturbed mind is calm or peace. This is the sobriety that Peter 
is commending us toward. 
 

John 14:25-27 25 These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. 26 But the 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 27 Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart 
be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 

 
7c and watch unto prayer, 
 
Nepho (“watch”) meaning: to be sober, to be calm and collected in spirit to be temperate, 
dispassionate, circumspect 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 1 But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write 
unto you. 2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 3 For 
when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a 
woman with child; and they shall not escape. 4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should 
overtake you as a thief. 5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the 
night, nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober . 7 For 
they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. 8 But let us, who 
are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of 
salvation. 9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 
Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him. 11 Wherefore comfort 
yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do. 

 
Gregoreuo (watch) meaning: to watch (metaphorically give strict attention to, be cautious, active to 
take heed lest through remission and indolence some destructive calamity suddenly overtake one) 
 
“unto” means “as a result of” or “because of” similarly to the usage of the same word in Acts 2:38 
where the same word, translated “for” indicates that the reason to be baptized is because of the 
remission of sins, not in order to facilitate the remission of our sins.  So here prayer is the reason why 
we are calm, not a result of being calm. 
 

Luke 18:1-7 1 And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and 
not to faint; 2 Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man: 3 And 
there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. 4 And he 
would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man; 5 Yet 
because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me. 6 And the 
Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. 7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry 
day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? 

 
Philippians 4:6-7 6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 7 And the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

 
James 5:13a Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. 

 
8 And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the 
multitude of sins. 
 

Proverbs 10:12 Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins. 
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1 Corinthians 13 1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I 
am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and 
understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove 
mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, 
and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. 4 Charity 
suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed 
up, 5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, 
thinketh no evil; 6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 7 Beareth all things, 
believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. 8 Charity never faileth: but 
whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be 
knowledge, it shall vanish away. 9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 10 But when that which 
is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, 
I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 12 For 
now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even 
as also I am known . 13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of 
these is charity. 

 
Peter is saying that we are to be intentional in our love toward one another, that the outcome of love is 
action. 
 

1 Peter 1:22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned 
love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: 
 
1 John 3:14-18 14 We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. 
He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. 15 Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye 
know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. 16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because 
he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoso hath 
this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of 
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? 18 My little children, let us 
not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. 

 
9 Use hospitality one to another without grudging. 
 
Peter continues to urge us to action by commanding hospitality, or making friends of strangers, in 
addition to fervent love. Hospitality is one of the requirements for eldership. It is loving others in a 
self-sacrificing manner. 
 
The same word translated “grudging” here is translated “murmurings” elsewhere. 
 

Philippians 2:14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 
 
Murmuring was always the predecessor to corporate sin with the Israelites and remains the same 
today in the church. We fall into discontent and the outcome is grudging or murmuring against one 
another. This is something to watch for. 
 
10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as 
good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 
 

Romans 12:6-8 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, 
whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 7 Or ministry, let us wait on 
our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; 8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that 
giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with 
cheerfulness. 
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Gifts of grace (to include charity and hospitality) are meant to be used in ministering to the brethren. 
It is poor stewardship to waste the gifts of God either by disuse or inappropriate use. 
 

Matthew 25:14-46 14 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country , who 
called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. 15 And unto one he gave five talents, to 
another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and 
straightway took his journey. 16 Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the 
same, and made them other five talents. 17 And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other 
two. 18 But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's money. 19 After a 
long time the lord of those servants cometh , and reckoneth with them. 20 And so he that had received 
five talents came and brought other five talents, saying , Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: 
behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. 21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter 
thou into the joy of thy lord. 22 He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou 
deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them. 23 His lord said 
unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 24 Then he which had received the one 
talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, 
and gathering where thou hast not strawed: 25 And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: 
lo, there thou hast that is thine. 26 His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful 
servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed: 27 Thou 
oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have 
received mine own with usury. 28 Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath 
ten talents. 29 For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him 
that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. 30 And cast ye the unprofitable servant into 
outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 31 When the Son of man shall come in his 
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 32 And before him 
shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his 
sheep from the goats: 33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then 
shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was 
thirsty , and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was 
sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 37 Then shall the righteous answer him, 
saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38 When saw 
we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in 
prison, and came unto thee? 40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me. 41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: 
I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed 
me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. 44 Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, 
when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not 
minister unto thee? 45 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it 
not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. 46 And these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal. 
 

The end of all things is at hand. We are living in the post-apostolic time. Until the Lord returns, we are 
to: 
 

• Be self-controlled 
• Be calm and collected 
• Pray 
• Love one another 
• Be hospitable 
• Use our gifts 
• Minister to one another 

 


