
Evening Sermon Outline – August 29, 2021   
“The Right Response to Answered Prayer!”  Psalm 116 

 
I. Love for God - 

1  I love the LORD, because He has heard My voice and my supplications.  
Psalm 116:1 (NKJV) 

1. I have heard people say things like, “I do not love the LORD 
because He gives me stuff, or does things for me, I love Him 
just for Who and What He is…” Now, if that is the case, good 
for that person, and yet this verse seems to indicate that it is 
okay to love God because He answered your prayer! 
 

2. In fact, we should be thankful and love God for what He has 
done for us, because He has done a lot.  Anyone ever had a 
prayer answered?  I have!  Add answered prayer to the many 
reasons we should have for loving God! 
 

II. More prayer – 
2  Because He has inclined His ear to me, Therefore I will call upon Him  
as long as I live.  Psalm 116:2 (NKJV) 
 

1. If God has answered your prayer once, believe He will answer 
it again and again and again! 

2. Our Father in Heaven is a rich Father, He is able to supply all 
your needs – 

19 And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:19 (NKJV) 
 
Verse 2. —“As long as I live.” Not on some few days, but every day of 
my life; for to pray on certain days, and not on all, is the mark of one 
who loathes and not of one who loves. —Ambrose. 
 

III. A testimony – 
A spiritual commercial advertising God’s goodness – 

1. The before – 
3  The pains of death surrounded me, And the pangs of Sheol laid hold  
of me; I found trouble and sorrow.  Psalm 116:3 (NKJV) 

A. He was surrounded, by the pains (plural) of death and not just 
surrounded but tied up! 

B. Pangs of Sheol (Hell) are (were) desiring him, as a hungry man 
might desire a meal.  Sheol, Hell, wants to eat him up! 

C. Trouble – comes from without! 
D. Sorrow – what he felt within! 
E. Brought low – like a dried-up pond!  Low in regard to life, 

vitality! 
 

2. The after – 
4  Then I called upon the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I implore You,  
deliver my soul!”  5  Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; Yes, our God  
is merciful.  6 The LORD preserves the simple; I was brought low, and He  
saved me.  Psalm 116:4–6 (NKJV) 

 
A. The Psalmist tells us he prayed for deliverance - :4 
B. He boasts about God’s qualities - :5 
5  Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; Yes, our God is merciful. 
Psalm 116:5 
 
C. He testifies to what the LORD did - and He saved me.  Psalm 

116: 6 (NKJV) 
D. This is in spite of the fact that he (the Psalmist) was nothing, 

no one special - 6 The LORD preserves the simple…  
He was a simple man, praying a simple prayer, and yet the LORD 
answered him and saved him! 
 
Verse 4.—“O LORD, I beseech thee, deliver my soul.” A short prayer for 
so great a suit, and yet as short as it was, it prevailed.   Sir Richard 
Baker 
 

IV. Self-talk, meditation, rest in, reflect upon and 
rejoice in what God has done for you – 

7 Return to your rest, O my soul, For the LORD has dealt bountifully  
with you. Psalm 116:7 (NKJV) 
 
Verse 7.—“Rest.” The word “rest” is put in the plural, as indicating  
complete and entire rest, at all times, and under all circumstances.— 
Alfred Edersheim 



V. Recounting, remembrance – 
8 For You have delivered my soul from death, My eyes from tears, 

And my feet from falling.  Psalm 116:8 (NKJV) 
 

1. His soul being delivered from death is salvation. 
2. His eyes being delivered from tears is due to the “blessedness” 

(true and eternal happiness) that accompanies sure salvation. 
3. His feet from falling means he was not only saved from sin’s 

penalty, but at least to a degree from sin’s power, He is now 
walking with God, without falling! 

 
VI. Recommitment to service – 

9  I will walk before the LORD In the land of the living.  Psalm 119:9  
(NKJV) 
 
16  O LORD, truly I am Your servant; I am Your servant, the son of Your  
maidservant; You have loosed my bonds.  17 I will offer to You the  
sacrifice of thanksgiving, And will call upon the name of the LORD.  18 

I will pay my vows to the LORD Now in the presence of all His people, 
19 In the courts of the LORD’s house, In the midst of you, O  
Jerusalem. Praise the LORD!  Psalm 116:16-19 (NKJV) 
 

1. He will walk before the LORD, in the land of the living, in 
obedience - :9  Not in sin which leads to death – Romans 6:23 

 
2. Service :16, like his mother - :16, serving God is a family 

business – he is committing himself back to it! 
 

3. Sacrifice / Thanksgiving - :17 
Verse 17.—“The sacrifice of thanksgiving.” 

“When all the heart is pure, each warm desire 
Sublimed by holy love’s ethereal fire, 

On winged words our breathing thoughts may rise, 
And soar to heaven, a grateful sacrifice.” 

James Scott. 
 

4. Vows / promises – :18, these are vows in connection with 
prayers, like Hannah’s – 

11 Then she made a vow and said, “O LORD of hosts, if You will indeed 
look on the affliction of Your maidservant and remember me, and not 
forget Your maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a male child, 
then I will give him to the LORD all the days of his life, and no razor shall 
come upon his head.”  1 Samuel 1:11 (NKJV) 

 
5. Church attendance – 

14 I will pay my vows to the LORD Now in the presence of all His 
people.  Psalm 116:14  

Vows made before witnesses, will be paid before witnesses!  We hold  
each other accountable… 
 

6. Praise – Praise the LORD!  Psalm 116: 19 (NKJV) 
 

VII. Reassessing what you believe in and rely on – 
10 I believed, therefore I spoke, “I am greatly afflicted.” 
11 I said in my haste, “All men are liars.”  Psalm 116:10-11 (NKJV) 
 

1. He prayed to God and God proved worthy of dependance.  
2. He renounced all men as “liars” :11 definitely when compared 

to God! 
 

VIII. Render to God what you owe Him –  
12 What shall I render to the LORD For all His benefits toward me?  
13 I will take up the cup of salvation, And call upon the name of the 
LORD.  14 I will pay my vows to the LORD  Now in the presence of 
all His people.  Psalm 116:12-14 
 
IX. Realize even death cannot separate you from 

God’s love – 
15 Precious in the sight of the LORD Is the death of His saints.  Psalm 
116:15 (NKJV) 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
36 As it is written:  “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are 
accounted as sheep for the slaughter.”  37 Yet in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through Him who loved us.  Romans 8:35–37 
(NKJV) 


