
Rom. 3:27-28 (LD 23)  “The Law of Faith”

For the Children: Imagine if your dad told you to plant some flowers in the garden for him.  But you didn’t want 
to obey.  In fact, you not only ignored the job, you made things worse by having a water-balloon fight in the back 
yard – which your dad had told you not to do – and leaving balloon bits all over the garden bed.  To set this right, 
there is a punishment: now you have to weed the garden, as well as to clean up your mess; and you still have to 
do the original job.  Because we are sinful, to be right with God we have to have our sins cleaned up; but we also
have a whole lot of work we should be doing for the Lord – things we leave undone.  We need someone to cover
our sins AND to do all the work we should have done properly to serve God.  The only One who can do all that 
for us is the Lord Jesus.  The only way to get that help from Him is to be joined to Him by faith.  Questions: Can 
we offer to God the gift of perfect faith?  Where does faith come from?  If our faith is not perfect, why is it so 
important?

Introduction: 

First Point: The Good of Justification
1) The Meaning of Justification: V. 28 uses the word “justified,” one of about 60 uses of the word-group in 

Romans.  The word basically has to do with righteousness.  Here, it is in a “passive” form – which 
means that the subject, man, is not doing the justifying; justification is done to the man.  In this form, the 
word means to be declared or pronounced righteous.  

2) The Agent of Justification: Man does not justify himself – though sinners often try to do so; he is justified 
by God.

3) Aspects of Justification: There are 2 main aspects of justification.  First, since all men are by nature 
sinners (Rom. 3:9-20), they cannot be declared righteous on the ground of their own deeds; their sins 
must be covered.  Second, since all men are required to obey all God’s laws and do good deeds, man 
cannot supply his own positive righteousness – he has fallen short on doing what God requires, the 
“positive side” of the 10 commandments. This, too, must come from another Source.

4) The Ground of Justification: The ground of our justification with both these aspects is the work of the 
Lord Jesus.  The good we get from believing the Creed is “in Christ” (Q. 59); God “grants” and “credits” 
to us Christ’s perfect satisfaction with respect to the guilt and debt of our sins; as well as His 
righteousness and holiness (Q. 60).

Second Point: The Good Means of Faith
1) Faith Is Not a Ground: Though Q. 59 and 60 state that good comes to us by believing, Q 61 argues that 

this is not because of any value (merit) in our faith as a response of a sinner.  It is just as deficient as all 
our other deeds. 

2) The Exclusion of Boasting: That is why Rom. 3:27 says that there is no reason for boasting – not in our 
faith or any other good deed.  Boasting is completely excluded (the word implies once-for-all).  It is 
excluded by a “law” (system, method or principle) of faith rather than a law of works.  The system of 
works-righteousness leads to a boasting that cannot be backed up by the reality.  The system of 
justification by faith leads us to see that the ground of our justification can only be Christ – since faith is a
gift of God and it is “apart from works of the law.”

3) The Nature of Faith: It is, after all, the nature of faith to look away from self and to trust in the Lord.  It 
therefore leads to self-renouncing rather than self-congratulating.  However, it is still the instrument that 
God uses to connect us to Christ, so that all the benefits of His work are credited to our account.  As 
such, it is necessary as an instrument, but it cannot function as a ground of our salvation to replace or 
supplement the Lord Jesus.  It is the only such instrument.  Hence we speak of “justification by faith 
alone.”

Conclusion: 


