
              

                                                                          Sermon Notes 
Series:  Exiles, Strangers, and Pilgrims, not Tourists, Vacationers, and Pleasure-seekers 
Text: Genesis 3:21-24 
Title:   The Root of our Exile [How It All Began]. 
2 events    

I. THE PROLONGED REACTION TO MAN’S SIN   21-22   
 A. ITS REDEMPTIVE PROVISION    21 
Vintage Yahweh.  Continuing intrusion of his saving mercy (from 3:15) in spite of man’s just deserts for breaking God’s law, 2:16-17. 
Sovereign, monergistic initiative and power in covering man’s guilt, shame, nakedness.   Rich symbol of new status.  Doctrine of divine 
clothing = central tenet of biblical redemption.   Garments, clothed are links with tabernacle, Ex 20:26; 28:42; Lev 8:13 
They also anticipate the blessing Adam would have received had he fully obeyed God .. and, above all, being clothed with the imputed 
righteousness of Christ,  Rom 13:14; Gal 3:27; 2 Cor 5:4; cf. Lk 24:49.   

 B. IT REFLECTIVE PROTECTION    22 
Divine reflection, soliloquy on what course of action to take.  “Let us” as in 1:26; Isa 6:8.  Serpent’s promise, Gen 3:5, partly fulfilled. 
Although the divine thought is incomplete, its intention is rather clear.  Another preemptive strike as in Gen 3:15. 

Anticipation of Hab 3:2”..in wrath remember mercy.” and Jas 2:13b, “Mercy triumphs over judgment,”  in short, of the whole pattern of 
history.   Christ on cross satisfies God’s justice: punishment for sin and offers God’s mercy for all who believe on him.   
  

II. THE PRIMAL REMOVAL DUE TO MAN’S SIN   23-24 
By an act of force: sent, 23; drove, 24.  The prototypical expulsion. 

 A. ITS SLIGHT DESCRIPTION      23  
Sent = wordplay with reach in 22.    See also 21:14; Lev 16:10.  A definitive banishment; a decisive exile.   
Continuing divine intervention to forestall man’s self-divinization.  [Wenham].  Recall Gen 11:7-9.   
Link between nakedness and exile; fulfilled in Jesus Christ naked on the cross, in self-imposed exile from the eternal glory of the  
Father and the Spirit, Phi 2:5-11. 
All Adam’s descendants, by natural generation, are now born outside the garden, away from God, in opposition to God, the spiritual 
effects of which are described in Rom 5:12-21; 6:23; Eph 2:1-3.  Other terms are cursed, cut off, etc.   Only through the last Adam,  
Jesus Christ, can sinners be restored to God, returned into his saving Presence, for he is the “life-giving spirit” who, by his death and 
resurrection, clothes his people with imperishable, immortal garments, 1 Cor 15:35–58.  

 B. ITS STRONGER  DETAIL     24 
Drive out = very forceful, much stronger than sent.  See Gen 4:14– Cain; Ex 6:1-Pharaoh and the Israelites; 23:28-hornets; Ps 78:55-
the Lord God and the nations; etc.  Involves divine wrath, Hos 9:15.   
East: Eden oriented toward the east as was tabernacle, Ex 27:9-18; Num 3:38.  Also, increasing distance, separation from the Lord 
God, Gen 4:16; 11:2.  Reversed on Day of Atonement when the High Priest, an Adamic figure, went westward through the cherubim-
guarded/-embroidered veil into the Holy of Holies– to make atonement for his sins and those of the people.  Predicting the Person 
and work of Christ, Heb 9:1-7, 11-15, 23-28. 
Cherubim = also pictures of tabernacle. They guard the way to the tree of life in the garden of Eden and part of God’s throne (room), 
Ex 25:18-21: 26:1, 31, fashioned as part of the lid of the ark of the covenant and woven into the curtains forming the tabernacle’s outer 
walls.  Tabernacle and later, temple, were temporary and provisional, looking forward to God coming physically to dwell with his  
people in Christ Jesus, and  consummately, to the new garden of Eden, the new heaven and earth, Rev 21:1-3, 22; 22:1-4, in which God 
and the Lamb are the temple. 
  
  
  
    
    
  
  

     
  

  


