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Elders who are committed to the Word of God and good doctrine are essential to protect 

the Church from false teachers and their errors. 

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

realms. (Ephesians 6:12) 

 

I. Many do not want to submit to God’s authority. (v. 10a) 

But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among 

you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who 

bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. Many will follow their depraved 

conduct and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. (2 Peter 2:1-2) 

 

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace of 

Christ and are turning to a different gospel— which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some 

people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even 

if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let 

them be under God’s curse! As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is 

preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse! 

(Galatians 1:6-9) 

 

II. With their empty words they deceive others. (v. 10b) 

“Whoever would love life 

    and see good days 

must keep their tongue from evil 

    and their lips from deceitful speech. (1 Peter 3:10) 

 

Now I urge you, brothers and sisters, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and 

hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them. For such 

people are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and 

flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting. (Romans 16:17-18) 

 

For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as apostles of Christ. And 

no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not surprising, then, if his 

servants also masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions 

deserve. (2 Corinthians 11:13-15) 

 

You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: 



“‘These people honor me with their lips, 

    but their hearts are far from me. 

  They worship me in vain; 

    their teachings are merely human rules.’” 

…Leave them; they are blind guides. If the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.” 

(Matthew 15:7-9.14) 

 

I say this because many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, 

have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. (2 John 1:7) 

 

III. Particularly those who wanted to force Christians to follow the OT Jewish ritual laws. 

(v. 10c) 

Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, “The 

Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses.” 

The apostles and elders met to consider this question. After much discussion, Peter got up and 

addressed them: “Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you that 

the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. God, who knows 

the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. 

He did not discriminate between us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith. Now then, 

why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our 

ancestors have been able to bear? No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that 

we are saved, just as they are.” (Acts 15:5-11) 

 

Those who want to impress people by means of the flesh are trying to compel you to be 

circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ. 

Not even those who are circumcised keep the law, yet they want you to be circumcised that they 

may boast about your circumcision in the flesh. May I never boast except in the cross of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. Neither 

circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is the new creation. (Galatians 

6:12-15) 

 

You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly 

portrayed as crucified. I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit 

by the works of the law, or by believing what you heard? Are you so foolish? After beginning 

by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of the flesh? Have you 

experienced so much in vain—if it really was in vain? So again I ask, does God give you his 

Spirit and work miracles among you by the works of the law, or by your believing what you 

heard? So also Abraham “believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 

Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham. Scripture foresaw that 

God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All 

nations will be blessed through you.” So those who rely on faith are blessed along with 

Abraham, the man of faith. 



For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is written: “Cursed is everyone 

who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law. [Deuteronomy 27:26]” 

(Galatians 3:1-10) 

 

Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, 

through the law we become conscious of our sin. (Romans 3:20) 

 

IV. Elders are responsible to put a cork in the mouths of false teachers lest they destroy 

entire families. (v. 11a) 

For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of the flesh, they 

entice people who are just escaping from those who live in error. (1 Peter 2:18) 

 

But the king will rejoice in God; 

    all who swear by God will glory in him, 

    while the mouths of liars will be silenced. (Psalm 63:11) 

 

For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people. (1 

Peter 2:15) 

 

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary 

men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. But since 

they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they 

could say. So they ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then conferred together. 

“What are we going to do with these men?” they asked. “Everyone living in Jerusalem knows 

they have performed a notable sign, and we cannot deny it. But to stop this thing from 

spreading any further among the people, we must warn them to speak no longer to anyone in 

this name.” 

Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of 

Jesus. But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to Him? 

You be the judges! As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.” 

(Acts 4:13-20) 

 

V. False teachers are typically looking for prestige, power and a chance to fill their 

purse. (v. 11b) 

In their greed these teachers will exploit you with fabricated stories. Their condemnation has 

long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping. (2 Peter 2:3) 

If anyone teaches otherwise and does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and to godly teaching, they are conceited and understand nothing. They have an unhealthy 

interest in controversies and quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil 

suspicions and constant friction between people of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the 

truth and who think that godliness is a means to financial gain. (1 Timothy 6:3-5) 

 



 

To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who 

also will share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, 

watching over them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to 

be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, 

but being examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 

crown of glory that will never fade away. (1 Peter 5:1-4) 

 

VI. Ministry frequently involves interaction with very difficult people. (v. 12-13a) 

“In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33b) 

 

Because of this, God in his wisdom said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, some of 

whom they will kill and others they will persecute.’ (Luke 11:49) 

 

Because of this, God in his wisdom said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, some of 

whom they will kill and others they will persecute.’ (John 15:20) 

 

Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were put to death by 

stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins 

and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— the world was not worthy of them. They 

wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground. 

These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised, 

since God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be 

made perfect. (Hebrews 11:36-40) 


