
9-10-21 - Theocratic Rule
Theocracy does not just refer to a civil government under God’s ultimate authority. The 

issue goes much deeper than that. Within every society you have the individual operating from 
self-government and you have the collective aspects of life with other spheres of government that 
co-exist. The individual needs to live within a society. This is directly connected to the subject of 
authority. There is always an authority in every sphere of life. The question is, where does that 
authority come from? When you enter into a society that operates from a highly subjective 
mentality, as we have been for sometime now, then you have a tension of the individual thinking 
they are the ultimate authority in determining what is true for them, what is right for them, what 
is just, what is good, what is moral, and it goes on. This is autonomy, self-law. But while the 
individual thinks this, embedded in the need of every collective society is the need for authority 
within the functions of each society like educational systems, home structures, branches of 
government, church governments, and other areas that ripple out into life in a society. Every 
authority must have a standard. So if the majority of society runs off of a subjective standard in 
themselves then any society that is run from that standard, from an autonomous humanistic 
worldview, then there will be problems guaranteed. There will be problems, because there is no 
absolute authority above the human, no matter which way you look at it. Everything is governed 
and determined by the human in the final say so. This is the case in every society that does not 
honor the living God and live under His rule. 

If you break down life into the main sections of life then the question that must be asked 
in each one is, who is the ultimate authority, who governs it, having the final say so? In self-
government, which is the foundation and fuels everything else, who is your ultimate authority 
when it is just you as an individual? In home government, who is the ultimate authority within 
the home? In church government, who is the ultimate authority? What about in civil 
government? Here’s the answer, every area must have a theocratic rule. What is meant by 
theocratic? It means that in every area, in how life is governed, God is the One who rules with 
ultimate authority. And how He rules is first by His word as every human is held accountable to 
Him and then if there is salvation existing then confirming His rule by His word is the work of 
the Holy Spirit within an individual who functions within that sphere of government with self-
government as the foundation for the rest. This then directly effects society. 

So this is the fight in our sinfulness. It is the fight for authority. We don’t want to give up 
the authority that we think we have as sinful rebels against God, which is who we naturally are. 
This goes back to the Fall, “Did God really say?” So this fight plays out in so many different 
areas in life. It is the fight to obey God and His word when, by nature, what we want goes 
against God. This is why we need the Holy Spirit dwelling within us. He keeps us from doing the 
things that we want to do, which is the essence of theocratic rule (Galatians 5:17). So in every 
area of life God must rule supreme. There should be a theocratic rule. And every position of 
human authority that exists, as they do, are ordained by God and they are to function under the 
authority in which God has and are to function in honoring Him and how He governs, which is 
by His word. This is especially true for the Christian and their role in society, but it is also true 
for the rest of the world, because all are held accountable to God. 

Take in the home, for example. God has appointed the husband to be the head of the 
household, but the husband is not the ultimate authority. How he leads his family as the head 
ought to be governed by God’s rule in him and over him. From there as the husband and wife are 



one flesh they are to lead their children in the ways of the Lord who is to be their ultimate 
authority as a couple and as individuals. But if God’s authority is taken out and replaced by man, 
if man then tries to sit on God’s throne in his supposed autonomy, in whatever sphere of life it is 
in, then there will be problems that exist. By definition chaos and disorder will exist.

So the whole of the Christian life should exist under theocratic rule. There should not be 
any area of our life that is not submissive to God’s supreme authority. If there is then someone 
else rules in that place. Is that what the Christian should really want? The new life that springs 
forth from salvation is from the fountain of Christ who gave Himself up for sinners, so that we 
could come to life and live in obedience having been redeemed from all our lawlessness, so that 
now we are a people zealous for good works (Titus 2:11-14). You see how this subject of 
theocratic rule is so important and so widespread? In our day we must come to see God’s word in 
truth and in principle, so that we can connect it to all the specifics we will face while seeking to 
live under God’s theocratic rule. If we live as if He is not ruling then we want someone else to be 
ruling, in whatever sphere of life that is in. But if we are in Christ, ask yourself, do you really 
want that? This applies to every form of government and it starts with self-government.


