
Thomas Cranmer: English Reformer 
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II. What Should You Know about Thomas Cranmer? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III. What Can We Learn from Thomas Cranmer? 

 

 

 

 

Quotations used in the Lesson: 

Good people—my dearly beloved brethren in Christ—I beseech you most heartily 

to pray for me to Almighty God, that He will forgive me all my sins and offenses, 

which are without number, and great above measure. But yet one thing grieveth 

my conscience more than all the rest, whereof, God willing, I intend to speak 

more hereafter… (http://www.bartleby.com/268/3/4.html) 

-Thomas Cranmer (at the stake) 

[Cranmer] was at the opposite extreme from Calvin, his younger contemporary, 

whose mind on everything was perfectly formed by the time he was twenty-five; 

intellectually as cautious and conservative as he was painstaking and thorough, 

his convictions ripened only slowly, after long and deliberate study. 

-J. I. Packer, “Thomas Cranmer’s Catholic Theology” 

 

“When the Lutheran controversy began in Germany, [Cranmer] decided to make a 

thorough study of the issues before committing himself. He began by studying 

Scripture for three years, reading with pen in hand and taking copious notes; then 

http://www.bartleby.com/268/3/4.html


he turned to other authors, both new and old, whose doctrines could throw light 

on the validity of the Lutheran doctrines. There is a real indication here of 

Cranmer’s character and temperament. While Wolsey and Fisher were 

intensifying their drive against the growing number of ‘Lutherans’ who were 

openly or secretly defying them at the risk of victimization, imprisonment, and 

burning, Cranmer was spending not months but years in quietly studying both 

sides of the question.” Jasper Ridley, Thomas Cranmer 

 

“This [Cranmer’s survival under Henry) is often ascribed to weakness or 

cowardice, but there is no evidence that Cranmer was a coward…The evidence, 

on the contrary, proves that he was a brave man…On several occasions, he 

intervened with Henry for men in disgrace or under sentence of death, and was as 

fearless in criticizing Henry to his face in private as he was loyal in praising him 

in public. Jasper Ridley, Thomas Cranmer 

 

Quotes from Cranmer’s A Defense of the True and Catholic Doctrine of the 

Sacrament of the Body and Blood of our Savior Christ 

…the true catholic faith grounded upon God’s most infallible word teacheth us 

that our Savior Christ (as concerning his…bodily presence) is gone up into 

heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of his Father, and there shall he tarry until the 

world’s end, at [which] time he shall come to judge the quick and the dead, as he 

saith in many Scriptures… 

…And St. Paul, speaking of the very sacrament, saith, “As often as you shall eat 

this bread and drink this cup, you show forth the Lord’s death until he come.” 

“Till he come,” saith St. Paul, signifying that he is not there corporally 

present…[For who would say ‘Until he come’ of someone who was already 

present?] This is the catholic faith, which we learn from our youth in our common 

Creed, and which Christ taught, and which the Martyrs confirmed with their 

blood… 

…Thus our Savior Christ, knowing us to be in this world, as it were, but babes 

and weaklings in faith, hath ordained sensible signs and tokens, whereby to allure 

and draw us to more strength and more constant faith in him… And the for 

[reason] our Christ hath not only set forth these things most plainly in his holy 

word, that we may hear them with our ears; but he hath also ordained one visible 

sacrament of spiritual regeneration in water, and another visible sacrament of 

spiritual nourishment in bread and wine, to the intent that as much as is possible 

for man, we may see Christ with our eyes, smell him at our nose, taste him with 

our mouths, [touch] him with our hands, and perceive him with all our senses. For 



as the word of God preached putteth Christ into our ears, so likewise these 

elements of water, bread, and wine, joined with God’s word, do after a 

sacramental manner put Christ into our eyes, mouths, hands, and all our senses… 

[So] let all that love and believe Christ himself…not think that Christ is 

[physically] in the bread, but let them lift their hearts unto heaven, and worship 

him sitting there at the right hand of his Father…For Christ offered not the blood 

of calves, sheep, and goats…but he offered his own blood upon the cross. And he 

went not into an holy place made [with hands]…but he ascended up into heaven 

where his Father dwelleth, and before him he maketh continual supplication for 

the sins of the whole world, presenting his own body, which was torn for us, and 

his precious blood, which of his most gracious and liberal charity he shed for us 

on the cross. And that sacrifice was of such force, that [there] is no need to renew 

it..[for] Christ’s sacrifice, once offered, was sufficient for evermore. “ 

Bibliography: 

Thomas Cranmer- Colin Hamer (Bitesized Biography) (A good place to start. Short and 

inexpensive) 

Thomas Cranmer- Jasper Ridley (More scholarly and substantial. Historian Mark Noll highly 

recommends this one.) 

Thomas Cranmer: A Life- Diarmaid MacCulloch (I didn’t have time to read this one, since it’s 

700 pages, but this considered the most authoritative biography on Cranmer out there.) 

A Defence of the True and Catholic Doctrine of the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Our 

Savior Christ- Thomas Cranmer (His book on the Lord’s Supper, which contains his mature 

position on the doctrine.) 

The Work of Thomas Cranmer- edited by G.E. Duffield, intro by J.I. Packer (out of print) 

The Thirty Nine Articles (These can be read online, as can the 42 Articles.)  

The Book of Common Prayer (The 1662 version will differ a little from Cranmer’s version, but 

it’s available in the lovely Everyman Library hardback.) 

The Essence of the Reformation- Kirsten Birkett (Contains an account of the English 

Reformation, as well as modernized renderings of Cranmer’s Homilies on Faith and Good 

Works.) 

 “Thomas Cranmer Was Gospel-Centered Before It Was Cool”- audio conversation can be found 

here: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/thomas-cranmers-was-gospel-centered-before-it-

was-cool/  

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/thomas-cranmers-was-gospel-centered-before-it-was-cool/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/thomas-cranmers-was-gospel-centered-before-it-was-cool/


 

 

 

  

 


