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I. Examples: Samuel and Jesus – 1 Sam. 2:18-21, 26; Luke 2:41-52 
II. Wisdom – the skill to apply God’s Word to the circumstances of daily life – Prov. 

2:1-9; Eph. 5:15-17 
A. Walk Circumspectly – great care, precision, opp. stumbling or rushing 
B. Walk not as Fools – unteachable – Psa. 14:1; Prov. 1:7, 22; Rom. 1:21-22 
C. Redeem the Time – buy up and make the most of every moment to please the 

Lord – Psa. 89:47; James 4:14 
1. Do not be Unwise  

a. Despising Instruction – Prov. 1:7 
b. Despising Your Neighbor – Prov. 11:12 
c. Despising Yourself – Deut. 32:5-6 

2. Understand God’s Will  
a. Salvation – Rom. 8:28-30 
b. Sanctification – Eph. 5:18; Gal. 5:16; 1 Thess. 4:3 
c. Submission – 1 Pet. 2:13-15; Eph. 5:17-21; 1 Pet. 5:5; Hebrews 

13:17; James 4:7 
d. Suffering – 1 Pet. 4:19 

III. Stature – physical growth, “span of life” – Matt. 6:27 
IV. Growing in Favor with God and Men – 2 Peter 3:17-18; Mark 12:30-31 

A. Heart – store up treasures in heaven – Matt. 6:19-21 – priorities  
B. Soul – the inner man working its way out – Psa. 103:1 – personality 
C. Mind – set your mind on things above – Col. 3:1-2 – principles  
D. Strength – stature, physical growth – 1 Cor. 9:27; Col. 4:5 – physique 

(masculinity/femininity) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New King James Version (NKJV) Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. 
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Cross References 

1 Samuel 2:18 But Samuel ministered before the Lord, even as a child, wearing a linen 
ephod. 19 Moreover his mother used to make him a little robe, and bring it to him year by 
year when she came up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20 And Eli would 
bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “The Lord give you descendants from this woman for 
the loan that was given to the Lord.” Then they would go to their own home. 21 And the 
Lord visited Hannah, so that she conceived and bore three sons and two daughters. 
Meanwhile the child Samuel grew before the Lord. - 26 And the child Samuel grew in 
stature, and in favor both with the Lord and men. 

Luke 2:41 His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And 
when He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the 
feast. 43 When they had finished the days, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered behind 
in Jerusalem. And Joseph and His mother did not know it; 44 but supposing Him to have 
been in the company, they went a day’s journey, and sought Him among their relatives and 
acquaintances. 45 So when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking 
Him. 46 Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the 
midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who 
heard Him were astonished at His understanding and answers. 48 So when they saw Him, 
they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, “Son, why have You done this to us? 
Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously.” 49 And He said to them, “Why did 
you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?” 50 But they 
did not understand the statement which He spoke to them. 51 Then He went down with 
them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them, but His mother kept all these things 
in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and 
men. 

Proverbs 2:1 My son, if you receive my words, and treasure my commands within you, 2 
So that you incline your ear to wisdom, and apply your heart to understanding; 3 Yes, if 
you cry out for discernment, and lift up your voice for understanding, 4 If you seek her as 
silver, and search for her as for hidden treasures; 5 Then you will understand the fear of the 
Lord, and find the knowledge of God. 6 For the Lord gives wisdom; From His mouth 
come knowledge and understanding; 7 He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a 
shield to those who walk uprightly; 8 He guards the paths of justice, and preserves the way 
of His saints. 9 Then you will understand righteousness and justice, equity and every good 
path. 

Ephesians 5:15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 16 
redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be unwise, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is. 



Psalm 14:1 The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, They have 
done abominable works, There is none who does good. 

Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom 
and instruction. 

Proverbs 1:22 “How long, you simple ones, will you love simplicity? For scorners delight 
in their scorning, And fools hate knowledge. 

Romans 1:21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor 
were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 

Psalm 89:47 Remember how short my time is; For what futility have You created all the 
children of men? 

James 4:14 whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It 
is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 

Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom 
and instruction. 

Proverbs 11:12 He who is devoid of wisdom despises his neighbor, But a man of 
understanding holds his peace. 

Deuteronomy 32:5 “They have corrupted themselves; They are not His children, Because 
of their blemish: A perverse and crooked generation. 6 Do you thus deal with the Lord, O 
foolish and unwise people? Is He not your Father, who bought you? Has He not made you 
and established you? 

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, 
to those who are the called according to His purpose. 29 For whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among 
many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, 
these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 

Ephesians 5:18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with 
the Spirit, 

Galatians 5:16  I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 

1 Thessalonians 4:3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain 
from sexual immorality; 

1 Peter 2:13 Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, 
whether to the king as supreme, 14 or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the 
punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good. 15 For this is the will of 
God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men— 



Ephesians 5:17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 
And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 19 
speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord, 20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another in the fear of God. 

1 Peter 5:5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you 
be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud, But 
gives grace to the humble.” 

Hebrews 13:17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for 
your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for 
that would be unprofitable for you. 

James 4:7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 

1 Peter 4:19  Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their 
souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator. 

Matthew 6:27 Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 

2 Peter 3:17 You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also 
fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked; 18 but grow 
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both 
now and forever. Amen. 

Mark 12:30  And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment. 31 And the 
second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 
commandment greater than these.” 

Matthew 6:19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

Psalm 103:1 Bless the Lord, O my soul; And all that is within me, bless His holy name! 

Colossians 3:1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, 
where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on 
things on the earth. 

1 Corinthians 9:27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should become disqualified. 

Colossians 4:5 Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. 
 


