
Luke 22:66–71 
Jesus's Identity Reveal: the Christ, the Son of God, the I AM 

click bit.ly/3EciTbi to view/listen to this sermon as preached 

Main idea: In seeking charges upon which to execute Jesus, His murdering accusers become the 
occasion for displaying a glorious portrait of our Redeemer 

66 As soon as it was day, the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes, came together and 
led Him into their council, saying, 67 “If You are the Christ, tell us.” 

But He said to them, “If I tell you, you will by no means believe. 68 And if I also ask you, you will by no 
means answer Me or let Me go. 69 Hereafter the Son of Man will sit on the right hand of the power of 
God.” 

70 Then they all said, “Are You then the Son of God?” 

So He said to them, “You rightly say that I am.” 

71 And they said, “What further testimony do we need? For we have heard it ourselves from His own 
mouth.” 

Introduction: The most important question you must answer now: who is Jesus? 

1. Jesus, the Christ 
a. The fastest way to get Him executed by Rome 
b. Two ways the Lord had proved it: telling (67a) and asking (68). But neither can solve unbelief (67b)! 
c. Are you stuck in unbelief? 

2. Jesus, the Son of Man, the Son of God 
a. By the time you have the level of proof you demand, it will be too late for you to do anything about it, 

and you will find yourself too hardened in your wickedness to want to anyway. 
b. “Son of Man” not just a claim to be a prophet like Ezekiel, but a claim to be God (69, cf. Ps 110:1, Dan 

7:13–14) 
c. The fastest way to get Him executed by the Jews (70a) 
d. His first use of this in Luke also claimed divinity (5:24); now He is securing that forgiveness, which He 

has given. 
3. Jesus, the I AM 

a. They “believe” (v71) that He is claiming to be Yahweh (70b) 
b. They don’t believe in Him that He IS Yahweh 
c. Will you at least believe that Jesus has claimed to be the Creator? But will you go further, and rest all 

of your hope only upon Him, giving yourself up to belong to Him? 

Conclusion: Who is Jesus? The actual answer is that He is God, Who created all things, for Whose glory all 
things exist and happen, and that He came to die for sinners. Who is Jesus? Answer this question as a judge, 
and you will be damned. Answer this question as someone for whom the only Judge has died, and you will be 
saved. 

 

(The following is a machine-generated transcription. Please be aware of—and patient with—transcribing errors. If 
there is something confusing or obviously erroneous, you are invited to listen to the audio recording referenced above) 
 

Luke chapter 22. Beginning in verse 66 and going through verse 71, these are God's words as soon as 

it was day. The elders of the people both chief priests and scribes came together and let him into 

their council. Saying, if you are the Christ tell us. But he said to them, if I tell you, you will 

buy. 

 

No means believe. And if I also ask you you will by no means answer me or let me go. Hereafter the 

son of man will sit on the right hand of the power of God. Then they all said, are you then the son 

of God? So he said to them, you rightly say that I am and they said hot further testimony. 

 

Do we need for, we have heard it ourselves from his own mouth. 

 

Lessons reading of God's inspired and inherent word and grant that his spirit would write its truth 

on our hearts as we hear it, preached, please be seated. 

 

It was appointed for Jesus in the fullness of time that as Galatians said, in the fullness of time, 

God would send his son into the world. He was not part of the world. All things were created 
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through him and having sent a son for us. We rejoice that the apostle follows in Galatians by 

saying and he is sent the spirit of his son into our hearts. 

 

Jesus knew what was appointed for him. He knew that it was impossible for him to die until his time 

had come. You see that several times in the scripture and then he knew that it was impossible for 

him, not to die. When has time had come And now his time has come Well for every one of you you may 

know that it is a pointed for you to die once. 

 

And after that, the judgment, This is what the scripture says, in the book of Hebrews, You can be 

as certain of your future as Jesus was of his. And he and our passage has come into that certain 

future and you will come to stand before him one day. But you don't know that day. 

 

You only know that it is a pointed for you to die and so it is absolutely necessary that by the 

time you come to the day of your appointment, you will have answered well. The question, who is 

Jesus, who is Jesus, we all have many questions. One of the things that we are all perhaps, or many 

of us are asking repeatedly is what is happening. 

 

Or what will happen? What will be the outcome of what is happening in our nation? Or as some of you 

have asked me, how do I prepare my children for what is coming? And that usually has implied in it. 

A question of and what is coming? Well, I am not a profit or the son of a profit but I can't answer 

the how question because you prepare them by the ordinary means of God's grace. 

 

You prepare them by discipling them day by day. Having your word, having God's word in your heart 

and on your lips and speaking it to them throughout the day and offering worship as a household. As 

for me and my house, we will worship the Lord and all God's people in all lands through all times. 

 

Who did this found them and their children prepared for it, but even more important than the 

question of what is coming and how do I prepare for it? Is the question of who is Jesus, because 

what is coming. Is your standing before him and he will not be here as he as he will not be as he 

is here in our passage the one standing before those who are passing judgment upon him. 

 

He will be the living. God, whose glory has been sinned against. He will be the one who's wrath is 

revealed from heaven, against all unrighteousness of men, who suppressed the truth in 

unrighteousness. And the chief thing that they suppressed was the glory of their creator. 

 

And the marvelous answer to the question who is Jesus, is that he is your creator? Who having been 

sinned against and full of righteous? Holy wrath against that sin, also added to himself to be a 

creature, to be a man so that he could bear that wrath in the place of sinners. 

 

More specifically in our passage. Jesus says the Christ. Jesus is the son of man by which he very 

clearly means the son of God. And Jesus is the I am your way to Jehovah himself in the first place. 

Then Jesus is the Christ beginning in verse 66. As soon as it was day, do you know why children as 

soon as it was day? 

 

Because all of the questioning, all of the gathering witnesses, all of the hearing testimony that 

they could not agree on. Even though they were being paid off and nothing that that they had done 

all night and even the the mocking and the beating up until verse 65. None of that was legal, you 

weren't allowed to try someone at night, let alone, abuse them. 

 

If you can't even put them on trial and yet the wicked always want to feel like they are doing the 

right thing. They delight in wickedness, but they still have a hard time and less God gives them 

holy over in their consciences. No longer accused them. They want to feel that they're doing 

righteous and especially these wicked people because it was the elders of the people, both the 

chief priests. 

 

So you have those who are the theological liberals and in cahoots with Rome and there's a, an 

uneasy piece between them and and pilot and the scribes. The theological conservatives, the ones 

who would be aligned with the Pharisees. Both of them are starting their eyes and crossing their 

tees even and especially the priests because it's Passover week and they're gonna do ridiculous 

things as they murder the son of God. 

 

Like make sure they don't start the official trial until daylight, and we can't put our foot on the 

inside wherever we've decided the outside stops in the inside starts of pilots house. So that we 

will not be defiled and paying very careful attention to many such things. As soon as it was day, 

the elders of the people, the chief priests and scribes came together and led him into their 

council. 

 

And so you can see the Holy Spirit by the hand of Luke already saying, do you not see the wicked 

coming to murder the righteous as soon as it was day. So the they get right to the point. They 

haven't been able to get any testimony overnight. They think they can provoke him. 



 

They want to murder him and so they start they start with what they rightly guess is. We'll see 

next week, Lord willing by God's help. And verse two of the next chapter is what they think will be 

the clinching. Argument with realm. He makes himself a king. He is a rival to Caesar. 

 

If you don't put him down then you are rejecting. Caesar the very thing for which many Christians 

because they refused to say Kaiser Korea. They refused to say Caesar is Lord why. Because, you 

know, they could have done like, many people do. And they say, well, Lord can mean sir and Lord can 

mean master and it can be a title of dignity or nobility or authority, but they had come to say 

Christos. 

 

Koryasi had come to say Christ is Lord, which is the word by which we translate Yahweh. In our 

Greek, copies of the Hebrew, Greek translations of the Hebrew Old Testament. We know what they're 

trying to get us to say. And we refuse to say anyone else's Lord, in that way, in allowing sort of 

way, because Jesus being the uncreated creator is all of our. 

 

Hope all of our purpose, all of our pleasure. He is our God who died for us and we won't let Kaiser 

choreos pass from our lips. The one way, the fastest way to get Jesus executed by Rome was if they 

could get him to claim to be the Christ. 

 

And so they cut straight to it trying to get it from his own mouth. If you are the Christ, tell us 

now, Jesus is the Christ. The word Christ is translation of word messiah. You could probably hear 

the word Messiah. It means anointed one. There were three primarily types of people who are 

anointed profits and Deuteronomy 18, God having raised up Moses and there would not be another 

profit like Moses. 

 

This is one of the points that that John is making in the opening of his gospel. And he talks about 

how the uncreated creator, the word who was both God, and with God, and who made all things. 

There's only one who can be all of that and the Hebrew religion. 

 

It's Yahweh, it's Jehovah, and the law had come through, Moses, the and he says, grace and truth 

came through. Jesus Christ words that often translate. What you would see steadfast love and 

faithfulness. So often are covenant, love and faithfulness. Jesus is the Christ. He is the promised 

Deuteronomy 18 prophet like Moses. 

 

He's also the, the great high priest. You would see priests anointed. Sometimes we sing Psalm 133 

with joy together, the oil down on, on Aaron's head and flowing down his beard and down off his 

ropes. What is it? Why are they singing that? And so on 133, that was way after Aaron, Well, it's 

because there is a great high priest to whom that belongs even more than it belongs to Aaron or any 

of errands. 

 

Descendants. The one who after the order of Melchizedek is a priest forever, having no beginning 

and no end and Jesus's the prophet and priest. But he's, especially the king, who's especially the 

Psalm, 110 King. The one who is annointed with oil of gladness beyond his companions, there's no 

one who's ever been anointed. 

 

Like Jesus has Jesus wasn't anointed with oil for his ministry. Was he instead of the Holy Spirit 

himself descended from heaven like enough at the moment of his ordination for public ministry, he 

is the Christ. There have been many anointed ones but he is thaw anointed one. The forever king has 

promised to David. 

 

In second Samuel, seven, the one who shatters all the other nations Rome has right to worry about 

this one. Psalm chapter 2 because that which they have done better at raging and plotting and 

consolidating by all of their cleverness. And all of their force that belongs to this one who has 

asked. 

 

If you are the Christ, tell us, the problem is they're not asking in order that they may kiss the 

sun, the only begotten, the one to whom all rule belongs. The one who is going to shatter the 

smitharines, the pathetic little display of authority that they are making abusing the authority 

that God has given them as another gospel. 

 

Reminds us Jesus would challenge pilot that his authority was a derivative of authority. 

 

This is the fastest way to get him executed by Rome, but it's a marvelous truth. That's a marvelous 

truth for those who need Jesus to be prophet for Eastern King for those who know that they deserve 

to be shattered and wrath. And yet solenoid doesn't end with that, it ends with the promise 

bluster, all who trust in it because the shattering king came first to be shattered. 

 

Yes, he's the anointed one. The Lord Jesus knows that they know that he claims to be. And so he 

cuts to the chase there, unbelievers for whom no answer can solve the problem. If you are the 



Christ to tell us verse first, part of verse 67 continuing, he's we see but he said to them, if I 

tell you, you will by no means believe. 

 

The Lord has been telling and telling and telling there are many who have believed. There's been 

questions among the crowds whether or not he's the Christ that come up with many theories. 

 

But they know all the identifying marks, they know what has been said, says, why they want him to 

destroyed. They want the kingdom. They don't want the king to come. They're enjoying the place that 

they have is how the or the discussion went among the high priests. If we let things go this way, 

Rome is going to come and take away our place from us because they believed Rome had given them 

their place. 

 

What an awful thing when the church believes that the state has given its place. And so they 

weren't trying to honor. God, they were afraid that someone else might end up with the authority. 

And here in front of them, is the one to whom it belongs and he's been telling them and they hate 

him for it. 

 

And that's why they want to kill him. If I tell you, you will by no means believe. And if I also 

ask you, you will buy no means answer or let go. The Lord Jesus had done this too, hasn't he? He's 

asks them. If the Christ is David's son, I'll just David. 

 

Also call him Lord. Jesus has asked them the John the Baptist is baptism his preaching, his 

ministry. Did that come from heaven? Or from men because his ministry was all about me. That I am 

the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. He was preparing the way for y'all way for 

Jehovah to come. 

 

So Jesus says, we've actually been through this. I have told you, if I tell you, you will by no 

means believe. We've tried that one. And if I ask you, if, I ask you questions, either from the 

Bible, or from your own experience, both of which prove that Jesus is the Christ, neither of those 

is going to solve it. 

 

You will by no means believe you will by no means answer for. Like a, you see, if you are someone 

who is resisting, the idea that Jesus is the prophet who announces you to you. The truth that you 

need to believe and he is the priest who offers himself, as sacrifice for you and your sin because 

you have nothing that you can do to make up for your sin and you deserve the fire of God. 

 

Not just fire on earth that burns up a carcass but the burning wrath of God forever and you need 

him to be not only your prophet but your priest but also your king that he would overcome your 

resistance that he would overcome your unbelief and subdue. You make you his subject that you who 

can't even control your self. 

 

You can't even defeat your own will to sin. Would be delivered from slavery to another king by this 

great king, who would take you to be his subject? And such a king, is he that he gives himself for 

his subjects and he gives himself too his subjects and he is the ever blessed. 

 

God and everything else that there is put together can't compare to having him. And you can hear 

that truth preached and still resists, because what you need is not more explanation. 

 

What you need is to stop being the judge and have the one who is the judge give you by his almighty 

power life, in order to believe which means you could decide I will no longer sit in judgment over 

Jesus Christ. But I will accept these truths about him and then you find that you can't well, 

suddenly what you are, what you are accepting and giving into the truth about Jesus gives you a 

place to go because he is God, who by his spirit gives faith is how no longer sitting judgment, but 

I can't no longer sit in judgment. 

 

Give me Lord to sit under your word rather than to set myself as judge over you because it is a 

pointed for me to die once. And after that, the judgment, and if I can continue as a petty, judge a 

petty king, and, and judge you until the point that I leave this world, and I will not be prepared 

for that judgment. 

 

Jesus is the Christ and then he provokes it even further because they have not understood Psalm 110 

and Daniel 7 he says 

 

I'm sorry, we should read it in our text first Here. After the Son of Man will sit on the right 

hand of the power of God. He's reminded them that he has asked to these questions, right? This is, 

he says, if I tell you, you will by no means believe, and if I ask you, you will by no means 

answer. 

 

Why? Because he's done that before, when he asked the question about David and the Christ and how 

can the Christ be David's? Lord. If he's David's son, he has to be someone who is greater than 



David and above David. And before David Psalm 110 Y'all, who I said to my Lord sit at my right hand 

till I make your enemies your footstool, Daniel Chapter 7. 

 

Since Daniel chapter 7 verse 13, I was watching in the night visions and behold one like the son of 

man coming with the clouds of heaven. He came to the ancient of days. They brought him near before 

him. Then to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom that all people's nations and languages 

should serve him. 

 

His dominion is an everlasting dominion which shall not pass away and his kingdom, the one, which 

shall not be destroyed. Well, they knew what was going on in Daniel, because, in Daniel, they had 

one, who, who had an appearance like a man, but they said that he had appeared like a son of God, 

remember they had thrown the three into the furnace and then there were four. 

 

And so, by the time you, you get to this vision, there are custom to the idea that that God is 

making displays of himself. And so you have God and God. But the one person who is this display of 

the one God is the ancient of days. And the other person is called one like the son of man. 

 

And so, when Jesus says hereafter the son of man will sit on the right hand of the power of God, he 

clears up for them. Their, he makes it completely clear. What he means when he says son of many. He 

does not mean a profit like Ezekiel remember Ezekiel when he's being humbled by God and his offices 

prophet over and over again. 

 

In that prophecy, the Lord calls him. Son of man. Jesus says no. No, when I say son of man I mean 

exactly what you were offended. The first time you heard it for that, you have to go back to 

chapter five. So the first place in Luke, we see Jesus used this word, the son of man. 

 

And you know, that he means the Daniel 7:13 and 14 son of man. 

 

There's a paralytic, you are probably familiar with the story. They try to bring him in verse 19. 

They can't find out how they go up on the house. They let him down when he saw their faith. He said 

to him, man, your sins are forgiven you and the scribes in the Pharisees began to reason, saying, 

who is this? 

 

Who speaks blasphemies, who can forgive sins, but God alone. 

 

Sometimes there's a solution to the question. That is beyond what you have thus far considered, 

indeed, who can forgive sins. But God alone isn't that something that you and I can fast and pray 

to God and rejoice to sing. When we pray and sing, Psalm 51 against you. And you only have I send 

my sin is so much more against God even than anyone else, that that infinity dwarfs, all my other 

offenses, when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answered and said to them. 

 

Why are you reasoning in your hearts? Which is easier to say your sins are forgiving you well, or 

to say rise up and walk. But that you may know that the son of man has power on earth to forgive 

sins that's glorious because he's making a claim to be the son of man from Daniel seven, who has 

the power on earth to punish sins to destroy all other rule and resistance and rebellion. 

 

That is the rightful place of Jesus Christ. As the Son of Man, who is God, the son. 

 

And yet as John says in chapter three of his gospel when God sent his son into the world, the first 

time it wasn't to condemn the world but that the world through him might be saved and you've had 

this extraordinary claim by Jesus Christ? Yes, no one but God can forgive sins and that's what I'm 

here to do. 

 

I am God but I have become a man in order to forgive. 

 

So that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth forgives, he said to the man who is 

paralyzed, I say to your eyes, take up your bed and go to your house and the proper application of 

that. In the church is to preach. The one who said, arise take up your bed as the one who has 

authority to forgive sins and proclaim, forgiveness. 

 

In his name, not to come up with all sorts of charades about healing paralytics and church, which 

is a blasphemy against Jesus and his demonstration of himself as the son of man. And so Jesus makes 

it perfectly clear perfectly clear. What he means by son of man here after the son of man will sit 

on the right hand of the power of God, the statement as a whole includes, the fact that they will 

see him. 

 

We see that another gospels giving the same giving accounts the same incident. You see, you will 

one day, have the level of proof, you are demanding. If you are one of these who is resisting the 

truth about Jesus the Christ, God the uncreated creator who became flesh that you might behold his 



glory and find in him, the steadfast love and faithfulness of Yahweh, the righteousness of God from 

faith. 

 

And for faith the power of God for salvation. 

 

So if you hear about Jesus and you hear his word red and preached, and you could continue to resist 

that truth about him and sit yourself as a judge. Whether there's enough evidence, whether that's 

really convincing enough for you, Jesus tells them they're going to have all the evidence they need 

when they sit before him as the judge. 

 

When he is, the one sitting on the right hand of the power of God. By the time if you are demanding 

proof from Christ, then by the time you have the level of proof you demand, it will be too late for 

you to do anything about it and you will find that even with that proof, you still hate him. 

 

You still rebell against him. There is no one at the judgment to his being condemned. Who cries out 

for mercy, they gnash their teeth and they curse the land. 

 

Well if claiming to be the Christ, was the quickest way to get him executed by Rome, the fact that 

he has now claimed to be. Yahweh is the quickest way to get him executed by the Jews. Now they, 

they think he has fallen into their hands, they have gotten what they wanted. 

 

They said what further testimony do? We need for we have heard it ourselves from his own mouth. 

They've got him when he says he's the Christ and he says he's a son of a man and he makes a claim 

to the divine use of that phrase that name that title they all say, are you then the Son of God, 

they all say it. 

 

That's like they've had this argument. They have had this argument. They've been trying to get this 

thing done and you've got priests and scribes and the same room. It doesn't go well ordinarily, but 

now they've all got what they need. And they all like with one voice. Yes, he claimed to be God, 

are you? 

 

Then the Son of God, they say verse 70, he says to them you yourselfs. The word rightly doesn't 

appear and the original uses the second person pronoun. Redundantly probably better translated you 

yourself. Say I am. You're familiar with the I am sayings of of Christ in John. Many of you. 

 

Almost everyone knows at least, I am the way, the truth and the life. I am the light of the world, 

I'm the bread of life and so forth. The one that was most offensive to them was before Abraham, was 

I am 

 

In Jesus here, provokes. Them doesn't mean says, I'm the God of the bush. 

 

I am the one before whom you should remove your feet your shoes because the place you are standing, 

is holding ground. I'm the uncreated creator. You cannot define me by anything else because I am 

the one who created and gives definition to everything else. I am that I am and yes the phrase can 

just say I'm who you say are you're saying that I am. 

 

But in the context with the way they have responded to his claim from Psalm 110 and Daniel 7, are 

you then the son of God and the way they end up responding after he says this, you yourself say I 

am, you can see what he's saying. He's saying he's Jehovah. 

 

And what's amazing is they believe that Jesus is claiming this, this is an interesting, how many 

people in churches and how many people from false churches and cults will strain? All reason to 

say, well, Jesus never claimed to be God. 

 

He got executed because he did. 

 

They believed that he claimed to be all day. We have heard it ourselves from his own mouth. They 

don't believe in him, but they believe that he's claiming to be. 

 

Will you at least believe that Jesus claims to be the uncreated creator? The one who made all 

things, nothing that was made was weight made without him. There's no one else that that can be. 

You can invent all kinds of false things, but Jesus is talking to people who are trying him on the 

basis of what their Bible says. 

 

And the only one that he can be claiming to be, is the creator of Genesis chapter 1. 

 

Will you at least believe that he is? But will you go further? What sense does it make that the 

creator would be the one standing in front of them that the one who is from everlasting to 

everlasting the all glorious. God, who dwells in unapproachable light would appear before them and 

human form already, having been mocked and beaten before this point? 



 

Why would he be there? Because this Luke tells us the Son of Man came to see can save that, which 

was lost. And if you don't know Jesus as God who made you and God, who has come and died and 

suffered, the wrath of God to a turn for the guilt of sinners. 

 

Like you, then you are one of those lossed and he has come to seek and save that which was lost 

 

And so the invitation is to stop reading the listening to the Bible, read and preached. As someone 

who judges for yourself, who Jesus is, but to rest, all of your hope, only on him. Give yourself up 

to belong to him. Who is Jesus to judge the creator? The king, the prophet, the priest is the 

living. 

 

God, who came to die for sinners. If you answer the question who is Jesus, as judge, you will be 

damned. But if you answer this question, as someone for him, the great judge has died, you will 

live forever, he will be forgiven, you will be counted righteous with his own righteousness. 

 

For, when you appear at his judgment, the one who condemns will be the one who declares righteous. 

That's what the word justifies means. He declares righteous. No one will be bringing a charge for 

you because the one who is bringing all the charges will be pleading your case as your defense, and 

he himself will be the defense. 

 

Because you have a judgment seen in front of you in Luke. 22 verse 66 to 71, but it is a pointed 

for you. When you have died that you will appear in the judgment appear there as one who believes 

in. Jesus Christ. God, who died for you to save you by his blood, a man, let his prayer. 

 

Our Lord and our God, we pray that you would use the foolishness of preaching that you would make 

Christ for us wisdom and power and sanctification that you'd make him our righteousness. We know 

that in and of ourselves, there's no telling or asking that would cause us to believe or give up 

our seat in the judges chair. 

 

But you owe God. Have all power in yourself. Grant by your spirit that you would make the light of 

the knowledge of your glory to shine in our hearts and the face of Jesus Christ. Truly, we have 

preached as earth and vessels. We have listened as earth and vessels but we pray that you would 

show that all of the power and all of the glory is yours by bringing salvation and bringing 

sanctification even through this. 

 

And so we ask it in your name, amen. 


