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I. DIVINE REVELATION (Rev 1:1-3) 

 

A. Divine Revelation from Christ (Rev 1:1) 

 

1. “Revelation” is the Greek word apokalupsis and comes from two Greek words. Kaluptō 

means to “cover” and apo means from or take away. Therefore, it means to take away a 

covering or to reveal something. 

 

a. However, this uncovering is something only God can do, otherwise God’s truth, 

prophecies, or future events would remain covered or hidden. 

b. Revelation means “unveiling” and describes the unveiling or disclosure of truth 

from God to mankind that man could not otherwise know (The Moody Handbook of 

Theology). 

 

2. It is the revelation from Jesus Christ. Though the theme of Revelation is Christ, particularly 

His 2nd Coming (1Co 1:7), Christ is also the Revealer. In other words, the book is a divine 

revelation from Christ (Iêsou Christou - subjective genitive). The context of the Prologue 

implies this meaning (given by God, sent through angels, given to John, then to the church). 

 

3. This revelation was given to Christ by God, the Father. Though Christ is a member of the 

Godhead, He became the God/man who receives the Father’s words (Joh 7:16; 12:49; 

14:10), revelations (Joh 5:20; Heb 1:1-3), and exaltation (Php 2:9-11). 

 

4. Christ is to show (deiknumi - to exhibit [Joh 2:18] and/or explain [Act 10:28]) and make 

known this revelation to His bond-servants. In general, believers are described as “bond-

servants” (doulos - slave) and “friends” (Joh 15:15) because the Father and the Son have 

revealed God’s truths, prophecies, and future events to them (Mat 13:11; Joh 17:7-8). 

 

5. This revelation will soon (tachos - quickly) take place.  

 

a. Some use this phrase and the phrase “the time is near (eggus)” (Rev 1:3; Rev 22:10) 

to support the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 as the fulfillment of Revelation. 

b. However, Scripture uses these phrases to reveal that some events are imminent, that 

is, they can happen at any time and in any generation (Mat 24:42; 1Th 4:15, 17). 

1) John recorded that Christ is coming “quickly” [tachos] (Rev 22:7, 12, 20). 

2) Paul wrote in Philippians that the Lord (2nd coming) was “near” (Php 4:5). 

3) James told his readers that Christ’s coming was “near” (Jam 5:8). 

4) Peter wrote that the end of all things was “near” (1Pe 4:7). 

 

6. Christ will give this revelation through angels.  

 

a. “Angels” (aggeloi - messengers) are messengers and agents of Christ sent 

(apostellō) to communicate (sêmainō - to signify beforehand) His revelation (cf. 

Act 7:53; Gal 3:19; Heb 2:2). Christ specifically mentioned “His angel” (Rev 1:1; 

22:16), would give the revelation to John, though many angels are used. 

b. In speaking of the theological topics in Revelation, angelology would be an 

important one. The word angel is used some 63 times in reference to God’s angelic 

messengers (Rev 5:2; 7:1; 9:1; 11:15; 14:6; 16:1; 18:1; 19:17; 20:1; 21:9; 22:6). 

c. Christ used the communication of angels to give His revelation to the apostle John, 

His bond-servant. Afterwards, John gave the revelation to the church. 

 

B. Divine Revelation by John’s Testimony (Rev 1:2). 
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1. John testified that he had been given the word of God. The apostle John, like all of Christ’s 

apostles, was on the same level as OT prophets. This means that God would communicate 

the word of God to and through them (1Sa 15:10; 1Ki 18:1; Isa 38:4; Jer 28:12; Eze 1:3).  

 

2. John testified to the testimony of Jesus Christ. The phrase the “word of God” is equated to 

the “testimony of Jesus Christ.” Because Christ is deity, Christ’s revelation is the word of 

God. 

 

3. John also testified to what he saw. John saw Christ’s revelation in the form of visions and 

messages, which at times, God uses to communicate His word (1Sa 3:1; Act 10:19; 16:9). 

 

C. Divine Blessing to Those Who Read (Rev 1:3) 

 

1. Revelation begins with a blessing (Rev 1:3), ends with a blessing (Rev 22:7), and contains 

numerous blessings in between (Rev 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6 cf. Rev 22:14). 

 

2. To be “blessed” (makarios) means to rejoice in the spiritual blessings mentioned in 

Revelation that correspond with those that are in Christ (Eph 1:3). 

 

3. The ones who are blessed are the ones who read, hear, and heed Revelation.  

 

a. It was to be read when the first century church assembled. 

b. It was to be heard with the spiritual hearing that comes from the Spirit (Rev 2:7, 11, 

17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22). 

c. Most importantly, its words were to be applied to one’s life [heed] (Rom 13:12). 

 

4. Revelation is described as the “words of prophecy.”  

 

a. Though contested by some, the book begins by declaring itself as the words of 

future prophecies. Granted, not every prophecy was fulfilled thousands of years 

after their prediction (Exo 9:14; Joel 1:15-20; Joel 2:1-5; Jer 25:11-12), but many 

were and are (Joel 2:30-3:2, 8-21; Jer 31:31-34; Zec 14:4; Php 3:20; 1Jo 3:2).  

b. The context, degree of the judgments, and obvious events which have not taken 

place (2nd Advent of Christ, final judgment of unsaved, casting of Satan in the lake 

of fire etc.) lend to a Futurist View of the “words of prophecy.” 

 

II. OBSERVATIONS AND APPLICATIONS 

 

A. John took God’s revelation very seriously with a three-fold testimony to the Word of God (Rev 1:2). 

B. Many do not take revelations and visions seriously today and believe it is an acquired skill. 

C. God takes His words and the ones to whom He gave His word very seriously (Jer 25:13). 

D. God takes false prophets (visions and dreams) very seriously (Jer 23:15-32). 


