
Cultivating Christlike Character 
1 Peter 3:8-12 

PART FOUR 

Introduction 

Key Principle: All Christian virtue must flow from a heart made right. Doing must flow from being. 

"Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad, for the tree is known 
by its fruit. You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth speaks. The good person out of his good treasure brings forth good, and the evil 
person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil " (Matthew 12:33-36). 

"For ‘Whoever desires to love life and see good days’” (v10).  

“For”  

“What makes life ‘good’ is not a particular set of circumstances, but how the heart interacts with them” 
(T. Keller). 

King Solomon  

“How the wise dies just like the fool! So I hated life, because what is done under the sun was grievous to 
me, for all is vanity and a striving after wind” (Ecclesiastes 2:16-17). 

So, what does the passage say about how to love life and see good days? 

"…let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit” (v10) 

“Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the 
occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear” (Ephesians 4:29). 

“Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there 
be thanksgiving” (Ephesians 5:4). 

“But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 
Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices” (Colossians 3:8-9). 

An inescapable truth: the mouth reveals the true condition of the heart. 

“Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks” (Matthew 12:34).  

“The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom, and his tongue speaks justice. The law of his God is in his 
heart; his steps do not slip” (Psalm 37:30-31). 

This is precisely what God said He would do: pour His love and His law into the hearts of His children. 

“I desire to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart” (Psalm 40:8). 



“For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will 
put my laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people” (Hebrews 8:10). 

“He hath a Bible in his head, and another in his heart; he hath a good treasure within, and there hence 
bringeth good things” (John Trapp). 

“let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it” (v11) 

Jesus, the Prince of Peace, “committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, 
he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten” (1 Peter 2:22-23).  

“See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to everyone” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:15). 

“revenge is the most natural and instinctive of vices” (James Denney). 

“turn away” = “a positive rejection of evil in the treatment of others.” 

“fear the Lord, and turn away from evil” (Proverbs 3:7).  

Answering evil with evil only begets more evil. 

Biblical love has hate in it. 

“hate what is evil” (Romans 12:9).  

 “O you who love the Lord, hate evil!” (Psalm 97:10).  

“Do good” 

The inner principle of love and imitation, a desire for internal transformation, a desire to follow Christ 
and look like Him, this must reign in the heart BEFORE an effort is made to change the outer conduct. 

“Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips! Do not let my heart incline to 
any evil, to busy myself with wicked deeds in company with men who work iniquity, and let me not eat of 
their delicacies!” (Psalm 141:3-4). 

“let him seek peace and pursue it”  

“seek” the strongest form of seeking.  

“pursue it” means ‘to hunt aggressively’ 

“peacemakers” (Matthew 5:9). 

“So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding” (Romans 14:19). 

“the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good 
fruits, impartial and sincere. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace” 
(James 3:17-18). 

“Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far 
as it depends on you, live peaceably with all” (Romans 12:17-18). 



“Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, live in peace; 
and the God of love and peace will be with you” (2 Corinthians 13:11). 

“For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer.” (v12) 

This is our motivation.  

“the eyes of the Lord” God’s role as loving, caring Shepherd.  

“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you” 
(Psalm 32:8). 

“Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the Lord. Do I not fill heaven 
and earth? declares the Lord” (Jeremiah 23:24). 

"For his eyes are on the ways of a man, and he sees all his steps” (Job 34:21). 

“The eyes of the Lord are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good” (Proverbs 15:3). 

 “The Lord is in his holy temple; the Lord's throne is in heaven; his eyes see, his eyelids test, the children 
of man” (Psalm 11:4). 

“his eyes see”  

“his eyelids test, the children of man”  

But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil." 

 


