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Do Not Repay Evil with Evil

1 Peter 3:9-15

Prayer: Father, we just again thank you for your word. We
continue to pray that you would give us the ability
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Well this week we're going to find ourselves jumpin
from the frying pan right into the fire because the
Peter's letter changes at this point, | mean he's j
five very positive commands all based on our living
as bearers of God's image. Well, this next section
looking at is really all about how we behave when w
attack, when we are insulted, when we are slandered
harmed. You have to remember Peter is writing to a
soon to be under the authority of Nero who was argu
most wicked emperors who ever lived. And Peter's s
stranger to the suffering, even to torture, and so

Holy Spirit is intent to give them strength. And s

morning is 1 Peter 3:9 and following. It says this:
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repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but o
bless, for to this you were called, that you may ob
We are to respond to evil and insult with blessing.
guestion that | want to examine this morning is bas
how do we do that? | mean it's one thing to be abl
be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good, |
that all the time, it's one thing to sing it, it's

do it.

So how do we respond to evil? How do we respond to
evil and insults are similar, | mean, they're both
insult or reviling is really kind of a minor-league

evil is the major leagues. They're very different

of attacks that we might receive such as wrath or c
deception, and each one of those God gives us a spe
towards. God tells us that a soft answer turns awa
tells us that godly wisdom is what we use against c
the truth is our weapon against deception. But wha
about evil itself? | mean the Lord's prayer contai
about it, it says deliver us from evil. So what is
against evil and reviling? Well, it's the same wea
refers to in verses 10 through 12. You have to und
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crazy in front of King Abimelech and it was a Psalm
of thanksgiving and he's acknowledging God as the u
against evil. Let me just read to you some of

what Peter bases his text on this morning. It says
he changed his behavior before Abimelech, so that h
and he went away.
shall continually be in my mouth. My soul makes it
LORD; let the humble hear and be glad. Oh, magnify
me, and let us exalt his name together! | soughtt
answered me and delivered me from all my fears. Th
him are radiant, and their faces shall never be ash
man cried, and the LORD heard him and saved him out
troubles. The angel of the LORD encamps around tho
and delivers them, Oh, taste and see that the LORD
Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him! Oh, fe
his saints, for those who fear him have no lack! T
suffer want and hunger; but those who seek the LORD
thing. Come, O children, listen to me; | will teac

of the LORD. What man is there who desires life an
days, that he may see good? Keep your tongue from
lips from speaking deceit. Turn away from evil and
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morning, and God tells us in this Psalm that we can
instructions when we are experiencing evil from oth
understanding that he, that is God, is the ultimate
malice and evil. David says, this poor man called

heard him, he saved him out of all his troubles.

So | have a question to ask all of us this morning,
guestion is this: How many of you noticed that all
troubles have gone since you've become a Christian?
that it's true that the scriptures are filled with
answers from evil, rescues from evil. | mean Josep
sold by his brothers in the book of Genesis and he
second in command in all of Egypt, he tells his ter
who had sold him into slavery that God had taken th
and turned them around for good. We have Mordecai,
certain death as Haman in the book of Esther decide
has dishonored him and he builds this huge gallows
on. We read how God completely turns that situatio
Haman is forced to honor the man that he's trying t

gets hung himself on the very gallows that he's bui
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them come out without their hair even being singed
intervened. And so we look at Joseph, we look at M

at Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, we see that God
deliver them from all of their troubles. But then

others, righteous men like Uriah the Hittite or Joh

or Stephen, the first martyr, all of whom died at t
malicious people and we realize that our faith is n
personal safety. And | don't think we realize that

it really has to be. | mean if you just think abou
second, if Christianity actually guaranteed my pers
then virtually all of Port Jervis would be Christia

of the world would be. There'd be no need for self
personal safety courses, police departments would b
because as Christians we'd all be delivered from ev
have no reason to have faith. See we know that our
stop bad things from happening to us and that Peter
tells us to expect bad things. In 1 Peter 4:12
friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal th

you to test you, as though something strange were h

But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the suff
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insult? Well, God tells us in the very next verse, verse 14, he
says: If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are
blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests o nyou. And
again, we have to understand that God is making a d istinction here
in the type of insult and evil we might receive. | mean there are
insults because of the name of Christ and there are just plain
insults.

You know, Winston Churchill was the master of the a rt of insult

itself and one night he was at a reception and he w as being served
tea and a woman who sat next to him who was no fan of Churchill
said, "If you were my husband, sir, | would poison your tea." And
Churchill was said to have responded, "Madam, if yo u were my wife,
| would drink it.” Now was Winston Churchill viola ting our text
this morning? And the text says: Do not repay evil for evil or

reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you
were called, that you may obtain a blessing. | mean is there a
Christian response to that kind of insult? | mean, should
Churchill have simply said, "Well, praise the Lord for tea" or
something like that. Well, you have to understand, this is not
really what Peter is referring to, and Proverbs act ually tells us
that the best way to handle those kind of insults i S to just
overlook them. Proverbs 12 says: Fools show their annoyance at

once, but the prudent overlook an insult. But you see the insult



that Peter's referring to is much deeper and hate d
one that Churchill had to deal with. It has its ro
fundamental fear and hatred of God and that hatred
as a spirit of evil and insult toward the Spirit of
children. And Jesus himself made that crystally cl
he says this, he says:
it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, i

as its own. As itis, you do not belong to the wor
chosen you out of the world. That is why the world
See the default response of this world to Jesus is
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argument to make, | mean after all, we still live w
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real God of the Bible, the God to whom all of us ar
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persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil aga
of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the pro

before you."

So when we get insulted, really our first order of
actually determining who is this insult directed at
directed toward me or is it directed toward the Spi
within me? This requires honest discernment. Many
Christian has perceived deserved insults directed a
character as insults directed at Christ. | mean ma
obnoxious behavior is falsely interpreted as being
Christ's sake. In other words being a Christian is
for being a jerk. And the only thing offensive abo
the cross. And so the very first place that | shou
I'm treated with evil and insults is me. And when
that and when | hear that, when | know that, only w
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So let's say that happens and whether it's at work

school, you find yourself on the receiving end of e

How do we respond? | mean how do we then respond w

inst you because
reward in

phets who were

business is

? Isit

rit of Christ

a time many a
t their

ny response to
persecuted for
never an excuse
ut us should be
Id look to when
| -- 1 sense

hen I've ruled
personality,

r that I may be

or at home or
vil and insults.

ith blessing?



10

There's only one way to really have the power to bl ess when we are
in such circumstances and believe me if you've neve r been there, if
you're serious about your faith, you will eventuall y be there. The
only way to have the power to bless when being insu Ited or when
experiencing evil is by owning, buying and owning t he sovereignty
of God. It's by practically accepting the actual r eality of God's
complete control over every last molecule in the un iverse. People
think if | give God that much control, then that's going to make
him responsible for all the bad things that happen in this world.

| mean is God responsible for every single thing th at happens in
this world and the answer to that question is yes. He is. If God
ordains everything in this world then in some way G od is
responsible for everything that takes place on this planet
including some terribly awful things. | mean just for a minute
consider the alternative. | mean what if all of th ese terrible
things happen outside of God's control? | mean is that really a
better way of thinking, that God is so weak and tha t he's so
powerless that all he can do when things go south i s to sympathize
with us? But folks say but doesn't that make God r esponsible for
some truly terrible things like disease and starvin g children and
floods and hurricanes? And the answer is yes, it d oes indeed do
that. But listen to what God says. In Isaiah 45 he says: | form
light and create darkness; | make well-being and cr eate calamity; |

am the Lord, who does all these things. But you have to understand



something that we all have to grapple with, and tha
that God has the power to ordain things does not ne
that he doesn't hate them. | mean God hates injust
poverty, he hates child abuse and yet for reasons k

alone he allows them. We know that he allows thing

detests because we know that he allowed his own Son

naked and nailed to a cross. And it's the cross th
concerns about the love of God. Because God says:
not that we have loved God but that he has loved us

Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

allowed the cross because he had a broader and bigg

mind, namely our redemption. If God himself would
live the life that we all have to live and live it

then offer that life up for us so that by faith we
righteousness, if God was willing to do that, he ca
and say that's the proof that | love you. We may n
all of these individual terrible things that are go
around us, but we have to trust that there are bigg
purposes to all of those things that make us wonder
place our trust in a sovereign God. It's one thing
service to God's sovereignty, it's another thing en
your life fully dependent on it. We love to sing G
control, but when push comes to shove, that notion

the very first notion to go. See Psalm 34 is a Psa
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rests in a sovereign God. | mean in verse 4 God an
delivers. In verse 6 he hears and saves. In verse

encamp around and deliver. In verse 8 we take refu

And so the question we have to ask ourselves this m
willing to really buy into that notion? Do you bel
absolute control? Or do you think he just kind of
then just lets us unwind on our own? Well many Chr
Andrew Murray once wrote this, he said: "In creati
free will and making him a partner in the rule of t
limited himself. He made himself dependent on what
Man, by his prayer, would hold the measure of what
blessing.” | couldn't possibly disagree more with
that statement. | think he's wrong. You see, if G
any way by man himself then he's not all powerful.
all powerful, then | have no business trusting him.
Bridges points out in his book Trusting God
to himself God allows people to act contrary to and
his revealed will that is revealed in scripture. W
time. We call that sin. But he will never permit

including man to act contrary to his sovereign will

how anyone could say God is limited and dependent o

do in light of the following scriptures. It says i
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12

swers and
7 his angels

ge in him.

orning is: Am |
ieve God is in
winds us up and
istians do.

ng men with a
he earth, God
man would do.
God could do in
Andrew Murray in
od is limited in
And if he's not

As Jerry

, for reasons known only

in defiance of
e do it all the
any creature
| don't know
n what man would
n Proverbs 16:9:

ord establishes



13

their steps. Proverbs 19:21 says: Many are the plans in a
person's heart, but it is the Lord's purpose that p revails.
Ecclesiastes 7: Consider what God has done: Who can straighten

what he has made crooked? Lamentations 3: Who can speak and have
it happen if the Lord has not decreed it? Just consider, if God is
in any way dependent on what man does, then wouldn' t my ultimate

fate be in man's hands rather than in God's?

With regard to evil and insults, listen to what Jer ry Bridges has
to say. He says this in his book Trusting God. He says: "Not
only are the willful malevolent acts of other peopl e under God's
sovereign control, so also are the mistakes and fai lures of other
people. Did another driver go through a red light, strike your
car, and send you to the hospital with multiple fra ctures? Did a
physician fail to detect your cancer in its early s tages when it
would have been treatable? Did you end up with an incompetent
instructor in a very important course in college, o ran inept
supervisor that blocked your career in business? A Il of these
circumstances are under the controlling handle of o ur sovereign
God, who is working them out in our lives for our g ood. Neither
the willful, malicious acts nor the unintended mist akes of people
can thwart God's purpose for us."” "There is no wisdom, no insight,

no plan that can succeed against the Lord." Prover bs 21:30 .



You see, when push comes to shove in our lives ther
different pathways, two different paradigms that we
One says God really, really is in control, the othe

are my options? Now I'm not talking about passivit
activism here. Remember the context. When | am in
receiving end of a malicious insult, when I'm on th

of evil itself, | what? | go to my knees? Or I re
phone. | go to my prayer closet or | go to my frie

or my lawyer. | search the scriptures or | search

It all depends on who | believe is in control. Is

me? | mean you may be thinking it's easy to trust
sovereignty if your name is Joseph or Mordecai or S
and Abednego, but what if your name is Stephen? Wh
is John the Baptist or Uriah the Hittite. How does

to them? Stephen was stoned to death simply for pr

truth of the gospel. John the Baptist had his head

14

e are really two
can embrace.

r one says what
y versus
nocently on the
e receiving end
ach for my cell
nds or my allies
the Internet.

it God or is it

in God's
hadrach, Meshach
at if your name
Psalm 34 apply
oclaiming the

severed and

offered up as a party favor by Herod. Uriah the Hi ttite was
murdered by David himself simply because David lust ed after his
wife Bathsheba. Psalm 34:7 says: The angel of the LORD encamps

around those who fear him, and delivers them.
square with them? | mean what parts of Psalm 34 ap
what parts don't? Well the answer is the very same
didn't apply to their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

their place. You have to understand, Jesus Christ

Well, how does that
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parts that
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wasn't saved, he



wasn't delivered or redeemed either because he was
And God's face was set against him even though he a

Stephen, John and Uriah was the only one who was to

Fact is while some saints are delivered from death,
delivered through death. We call them martyrs. Of
people that | mentioned here, perhaps Stephen alone
depths of God's sovereign control even while he was
| mean Uriah was the victim of a malicious attack.
even knowing that David had plotted his murder, but
clear how terrible that murder was, | mean, he curs
family for the rest of his life. And we know John
experienced grave doubts as he rotted in that dank
even asked the Lord Jesus if he was the one or if t
expect someone else. And Jesus in response says:

you, among those born of women, there has not risen
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passing through it totally under his control, then we can have true
peace. | mean Stephen looked to all the world like a victim when
he was stoned for presenting the gospel. | mean lo ok at him, he
responded exactly how Peter tells us to when he was under attack.

He didn't repay evil for evil, he didn't repay insu It with insult,

but instead he blessed those who stoned him. | mea n his last words
were: "Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said
this, he fell asleep. You can look at Stephen and the promises

that Peter references in Psalm 34 to conclude eithe r of two
pathways or paradise. You can read 1 Peter 3:10 where it says:

"For whoever desires to love life and see good days , let him keep
his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking dec eit; let him

turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it.
For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are
open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those
who do evil." You can apply those verses that we just looked at in
Psalm 34 to Stephen. | mean he kept his tongue fro m evil, he kept
his lips from deceit, he turned from evil and he so ught peace, but
the angels didn't encamp around him and he wasn't d elivered from

the crowd. In fact he was murdered by a bloodthirs ty crowd. You
can either say that God was in control or perhaps S tephen should
have chosen a different option because he sure didn 't get to love

life and see good days.



If you're of the opinion that Stephen should have c
option, | submit to you that you're probably missin
picture. You see, it's been 2,000 years since that
say that the earthly life of both Stephen and his k
been over. They were alive for some 40 to 80 years
been dead close to 2,000 years now. Well, actually
have been dead for 2,000 years but not Stephen. Je
John 11 , he said:
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live."
Stephen's earthly life ended, he looked directly up
world that we know very little about. But this muc
world that Stephen saw is the real world that exist
temporary world is over.

Listen to what Acts says

saw. This is Acts 7:54. It says:
things they were enraged, and they ground their tee
he --  this is Stephen --
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the
God. And he said, "Behold, | see the heavens opene
of Man standing at the right hand of God." But the
a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed toge
Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him.
witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a

Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen, he called

Jesus, receive my spirit." And falling to his knee

"l am the resurrection and the life.
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with a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin agai

when he had said this, he fell asleep.

So what happened to Stephen? Well, Stephen actuall

murderous miserable situation directly into the kin

But you have to notice something extraordinary abou
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normally seated on his throne, he's standing up to
extraordinary honor Stephen who has just left this
entered into a place where there's nothing but good
count he's had over 2,000 years of good days so far
730,000 of them, and we're still counting. Stephen
martyrdom by a sovereign God who controls all thing
perfect model to pattern his life and his death aft
same model that we have. It's the Lord Jesus Chris
out his life and death modeling exactly how Peter t
ours in 1 Peter 3:9. And if you remember, it was o

ago in 1 Peter 2:21 that Peter gave us Christ's ans
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victorious living in spite of insults and evil. Th is is what he
said: For to this you have been called, because Christ al SO0
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so thaty ou might follow
in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was dec eit found in his
mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile inr eturn; when he
suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrus ting himself to
him who judges justly. Jesus modeled for us how to receive insults

and evil. And Jesus' key is our key. | mean you'v e heard me say
it enough, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. Do that,
entrust God and you will have the very same power t hat Jesus and
Stephen both demonstrated. Believe that the sovere ign God of the
universe who controls every single molecule in that universe has
the power to be trusted no matter what the circumst ances. That's

the big picture.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, they saw the big pi cture, they
understood it. In Daniel 3 Nebuchadnezzar is threa tening to throw
them into a fiery furnace and they refuse to worshi p the idol. In
response to his threat, listen to what it says star ting at verse 16
of Daniel 3, says: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and
said to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no nee d to answer you

in this matter. If this be so, our God whom we ser ve is able to
deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he w ill deliver us

out of your hand, O king. But if not -- crucial words -- But if



not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not s

or worship the golden image that you have set up.”
Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expres

was changed against Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.

furnace heated seven times more than it was usually

See, these three men understood three things very c

one, a sovereign God is always, always in charge; n

God's sovereign choice to rescue or not; and number
changes exactly nothing. God chose to rescue Shadr
Abednego, he chose not to rescue Stephen. God rese

to do as he pleases without having to justify his d

us. Peter himself learned that lesson during an ap

Christ to him after the resurrection. | mean Peter

just assured Peter that he's forgiven him for denyi

times. This is Jesus cooking breakfast for the dis

has risen from the dead and he's speaking to Peter
charging him to feed and care for his sheep, and he

point to tell Peter exactly how Peter himself is go

This is John 21, it says: "Truly, truly, | say to you --
words -- when you were young, you used to dress yourself
wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will

your hands, and another will dress you and carry yo

not want to go." This he said to show by what kind
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to glorify God. And after saying this, he said to him, "Follow
me." So Peter receives this information and then short ly after he
sees the apostle John and his curiosity gets the be st of him. So
he asks Jesus this question in John 21:21 |, says: When Peter saw
him, he said to Jesus, "Lord, what about this man?" Jesus said to
him, "If it is my will that he remain until | come, what is that to
you? You follow me!" "What is that to you?" says Jesus to Peter.
I'm the creator, you're the creature; I'm the king, you're the
subject. If I want to deliver you through martyrdo m and deliver
John by banishment to an island, that's my business and not yours,
Jesus says lovingly but firmly. Mind your own busi ness, Peter. |
know what I'm doing. I've got this. This is what Jesus is saying.
Peter's letter to us this morning reflects the less ons he's learned
from Jesus. Don't look to the left, don't look to the right, don't
look up, don't look down. In fact, don't look at a nyone else
because God's going to treat you specifically and i ndividually
according to what he deems is best for you and the kingdom. Peter
is taking his lesson directly from Psalm 34 which he quotes in our
text. It says: Those who look to him are radiant, and their faces

shall never be ashamed. See that's what Shadrach, Meshach and

Abednego and Stephen and John the Baptist all under stood. They
were all able to entrust themselves to him who judg es justly

regardless the outcome, | mean, the outcome was alm ost immaterial.



If we live, praise God; if we die, praise God. And
matters is that God be praised. And you know why n
matters? It's because God knows that we have all o
waiting ahead of us. | mean Stephen's life was cut
to Peter's or John's, but Stephen has already been
eternity for 730,000 days so far with eternity as h
mean you think Stephen or John or Peter would care
who had the longest life span on earth? Paul summe

perfectly with the right perspective on thisis. H
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e said this in

Corinthians 4:17 , he said: For our light and momentary troubles

are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outw
So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what
since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen
You see for now all of us are stuck and we are stuc
this seen world. God knows it's the unseen world t
matters, and God promises us great blessing if we a
to include the unseen world as well as the seen wor
sum up that perspective with one word and that word
It is the freedom to which we have been called. It

to entrust yourself to him who judges justly, to tr
your friends and your spouse and your health and yo
and your future not to the vagaries of circumstance
attitude of absolute certitude in the sovereignty o

controls every last molecule in this universe. We

eighs them all.
IS unseen,

Is eternal.

k temporarily in
hat truly

[low our focus
Id. And we can
Is "freedom.”
's the freedom
ust your job and
ur reputation

, but to an

f God who

don't need to



repay evil for evil or insult for insult precisely

who controls all evildoers. And we know from

says that all things including evil and insults are
together for good to those who love him and who are
according to his purpose. And furthermore we know
momentary trials on this planet are serving to crea
of glory for us in the unseen kingdom. And so we'r
precisely because we know that he who judges justly
to defer our judgment of times, of places, of peopl
his sovereign control. Or to put it another way:

evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the

for to this you were called, that you may obtain a
"Whoever desires to love life and see good days, le
tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit;
away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and
the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his
their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against

evil." Let's pray.

Father God, | just feel for those who are experienc
insult and evil. It is my prayer today that they w
and make their own the sovereignty of God the notio
in absolute control of absolutely every single thin

those vast areas that we just don't understand and

23

because we know

Romans 8:28 that God

going to work
called

that our light

te an eternity

e free to bless
has called us
e and things to
Do not repay
contrary, bless,
blessing. For

t him keep his
let him turn
pursue it. For
ears are open to

those who do

ing reviling,

ould buy and own
n that you are

g including

can't yet figure



out. | pray that you would give us the ability to

big picture but a bigger picture, a picture that in

and the unseen world and that what you are doing he
planet in our lives is for what's going to benefit

| pray you would give us that insight, that grace,

| pray this in Jesus' name. Amen.
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