“Avoid the Fall - Move the Obstacle”

Everything in Common Series

Pastor Jim Scudder, Jr.

Acts 15:19-35

September 16", 2012

L. The Council’s Decision

Acts 15:19-21 Wherefore my sentence is, that we
trouble not them, which from among the
Gentiles are turned to God: ?° But that we write
unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of
idols, and from fornication, and from things
strangled, and from blood. ? For Moses of old
time hath in every city them that preach him,
being read in the synagogues every sabbath day.

Acts 15:11 But we believe that through the grace
of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even
as they.

Revelation 2:14 But I have a few things against
thee, because thou hast there them that hold the
doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a
stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to
eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit
fornication.

1 Corinthians 10:19-21 What say | then? that
the idol is any thing, or that which is offered in
sacrifice to idols is any thing? ? But | say, that
the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they
sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and | would
not that ye should have fellowship with devils. %
Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup
of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's
table, and of the table of devils.

1 Corinthians 6:15-18 Know ye not that your
bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then
take the members of Christ, and make them the
members of an harlot? God forbid. ' What?
know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot
is one body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh.
7 But he that is joined unto the Lord is one
spirit. *® Flee fornication. Every sin that a man
doeth is without the body; but he that
committeth fornication sinneth against his own
body.

Leviticus 17:11 For the life of the flesh is in the
blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar
to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the
blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.

II. The Council’s Announcement

Acts 15:22-29 Then pleased it the apostles and
elders, with the whole church, to send chosen
men of their own company to Antioch with Paul
and Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed
Barsabas, and Silas, chief men among the
brethren: 2 And they wrote letters by them after
this manner; The apostles and elders and
brethren send greeting unto the brethren which
are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and
Cilicia:

2" Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain
which went out from us have troubled you with
words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be
circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave
no such commandment:

2% 1t seemed good unto us, being assembled with
one accord, to send chosen men unto you with
our beloved Barnabas and Paul, ° Men that have
hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

2"\We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who
shall also tell you the same things by mouth.

%8 For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to
us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these
necessary things; * That ye abstain from meats
offered to idols, and from blood, and from things
strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye
keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well.

III. The Council’s Consolation

Acts 15:30-35 So when they were dismissed, they
came to Antioch: and when they had gathered
the multitude together, they delivered the epistle:
31 Which when they had read, they rejoiced for
the consolation. ** And Judas and Silas, being
prophets also themselves, exhorted the brethren
with many words, and confirmed them. ** And
after they had tarried there a space, they were let
go in peace from the brethren unto the apostles.
**Notwithstanding it pleased Silas to abide there
still. ** Paul also and Barnabas continued in
Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the
Lord, with many others also.




