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KJV – Malachi 4:2-3 

“The Woman with the Issue of Blood” 

Introduction: 
 
     The title of this lesson this evening is “The Woman with the Issue of Blood.” We all know this story 
from the Gospel of Matthew about this woman with the issue of blood. The question I would like to 
ask you first starting out this lesson; did she know the Scriptures? In order to understand this 
lesson me must start all the way back in the Old Testament in the book of Malachi. 
 
Malachi 4:2-3 
 
2 But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye 
shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. 
 
3 And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that 
I shall do this, saith the LORD of hosts. 
 
     Now we refer back to this woman in the Gospels. Did she have saving faith? Did she know the 
Scriptures. The purpose of this lesson is to show you that yes she knew the Scriptures. We are all so 
familiar with the great story of the woman in the Bible with the issue of blood, who came through 
the crowd and was healed by faith from touching the hem of the garment of Jesus Christ. And after 
much reading and studying I feel that there is a great area of this story that is often overlooked 
because the Bible is not clear on this woman’s thinking process. However through this long 
intensive study I feel there is violable evidence to support that this woman not only believed that 
Jesus Christ was the Messiah but she had great faith and knowledge of the Scriptures. 
 
      It was not an accident that she touched only the hem as she pressed through the crowd or it was 
not the circumstances that this was all she was able to touch. This woman deliberately intended to 
touch the hem of His Garment. 
 
     Why didn’t this woman just say, “This is just something that I must live with, my thorn in the 
flesh.” She very well could have given up and just resolved to live this way until the day she died. 
What was her thinking in seeking out the LORD? Why was it the hem of His garment that she 
touched? Why not His upper sleeve or His shoulder, or even the back portion as she came up from 
behind Him? Was she trying to hide from the others as she sought Jesus out, or was she so pressed 
to get the healing that she needed, that she was not going to let man, nor their laws, stand in her 
way?  
 
     This woman was enduring the problem of the issue of blood, suffering hemorrhages for twelve  
long years. This story is found in the New Testament; Matthew 9:18-22, Mark 5:24-34, and Luke 
8:43-48, putting all the facts together on these three writings from three different gospels we see 
that the woman touched His garment, not only His garment but the hem of His garment. 
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     What was so special about the hem? The Bible speaks time and time again in the Old Testament 
of the coming Messiah. Within the life time of Christ there were over three-hundred Old Testament  
prophecies fulfilled by the LORD’s actions, His speaking and His miracles. Let’s take a deeper look at  
the hem of the LORD’s garment.  
 
     The word hem or hems is used eight times in the AV King James Version Bible. It is used six times 
in Old Testament meaning the border, edge, “hems” of a robe, a skirt, or skirts. The word hem is 
used twice in the New Testament as the Greek word “kraspedon”. The Greek word hem meaning 
the edge or border, the hem, or the tassel or tassel border or borders.  
 
However only looking at the meaning of the word “hem” tells us very little about her intentions on 
why she felt she had to touch the hem. Let’s take a deeper look at what this woman said inwardly in 
the Gospel of Matthew. 
 
Matthew 9:20-21 

20 And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, came behind him, 
and touched the hem of his garment: 

21 For she said within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole. 

     Now let us bind together some facts from another healing story from the Gospel of Matthew in  
chapter fourteen. 
 
Matthew 14:34-36 

34 And when they were gone over, they came into the land of Gennesaret. 

35 And when the men of that place had knowledge of him, they sent out into all that country round 
about, and brought unto him all that were diseased; 

36 And besought him that they might only touch the hem of his garment: and as many as touched were 
made perfectly whole. 

     Why were all these Jewish people, who were followers of the Old Testament Law so impressed 
on touching the hem of His garment? We will soon see the importance of the hem as we first take 
another look at some words of prophecy in the Old Testament. 
 
Psalm 17:8-9 

8 Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings, 

9 From the wicked that oppress me, from my deadly enemies, who compass me about. 

Psalm 36:5-7 

5 Thy mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; and thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds. 
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6 Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; thy judgments are a great deep: O LORD, thou 
preservest man and beast. 

7 How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust under the 
shadow of thy wings. 

Malachi 4:2-3 

2 But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye 
shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. 

3 And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that 
I shall do this, saith the LORD of hosts. 

     Notice the word wings in all three of these passages, each one of these passages is speaking about  
Jesus Christ, the LORD and coming Messiah. However the Bible does not speak of the Savior as  
having wings. The Bible talks of the angels as having wings, and in fact the cherubims are 
mentioned again and again in the Old Testament History Books.  
 
     Furthermore, the Bible even goes on to mention during the building of Solomon’s temple the 
dimensions of the angel figures built inside the temple. The Book of Second Chronicles, chapter 
three list the dimensions of the angels wings, the two cherubims of image work overlaid in gold 
with wings of twenty cubits long, or thirty feet. 
 
     Next we must explore the word “wing” or “wings.” We see from the Hebrew Lexical Aid to the Old  
Testament that the word wing is assigned the number 3671 for each time it speaks of literal wings,  
such as the “wings of an angel,” or the “wings of the Sun of righteousness.” This word as it is used in  
this form of text speaks of wings, but when it is in the text form speaking of the wings of a bird, as a  
part of natural flight it is assigned a different number in the Hebrew Lexical Aid to the Old 
Testament. 
 
     The word wing or wings assigned the number 83, that speaks of the wings of a bird as a part of 
natural flight, that means – feather wing, other sources: the strong joint of the body to the wing, 
“pinion” with the associative meaning of strength that can bring freedom: - wings, or long winged. 
 
     The word wing of wings assigned the number 3671, that speaks of the wings of an angel or the 
wings of the Sun of righteousness, means – extreme part: wing (of creatures that fly); corner, hem (of 
garment) ends of earth) skirt, borders, corners overspreading, quarters, two wings, and uttermost 
part. 
 
     She said, "If I may but touch but his clothes, I shall be whole." However she reached for a specific 
part, the hem, the corner edge or border of the garment. Jesus, as an observant law abiding Jew, 
would have worn a garment that contained four tzitzit. Tzitzit is a chord that has been tied with a 
series of knots as a reminder of the law of God.  
 
     They were placed so that when the garment was put on the tzitzit would be at each corner of the 
body. Hence, whatever direction they turned they were reminded of the laws of God.  
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     Some have said that the tzitzit are tied into a knot sequence that makes up the number 613 
corresponding to the 613 laws. The LORD said to Moses, “Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid 
them that they make them fringes in the borders of their garments throughout their generations, and 
that they put upon the fringe of the borders a ribband of blue: And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that 
ye may look upon it, and remember all the commandments of the LORD, and do them; and that ye seek 
not after your own heart and your own eyes, after which ye use to go a whoring: That ye may 
remember, and do all my commandments, and be holy unto your God. I am the LORD your God, which 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: I am the LORD your God. (Numbers 15:37-41) 
 
     Similarly, to the word hem, when the LORD Jesus would have outstretched His arms, His robe 
sleeves would have been long and sagged downward. The ends of these sleeves of course would be 
the hems of the garment and they would look like wings. 
 
     Furthermore, every edge of the garment would have been a border, corner, or a hem. This would  
have made it possible for her to touch the hem of the tzitzit rope. Possibly even the hem of the ends 
of the sleeves or any part of the border, edge of the LORD’s robe which would have been classified 
as a hem, or the wings of the garment. 
 
     Did she touch the hem deliberately? Or was that the only part she could have reached in and 
touched due to the massive crowd around the LORD? The Bible says that she pressed through the 
crowd from behind Christ and touched the hem of His garment. The hem, not the rear portion of the 
garment, she reached in and around, possibly under His arm from the midst of the crowd and 
forced herself to touch the hem, or the wings. 
 
     Remember now, she had been afflicted for twelve years with this issue of blood. She had suffered  
many things from many different physicians, and had spent all that she had to find a cure. She 
would have had to of known the word of God to know to reach by faith for a specific part, the hem of 
the garment or the wings. Therefore she must have known of the prophecies spoken of by Malachi, 
“But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings.” 
 
     In addition she believed in her heart that this man called Jesus was the Messiah. Why you ask, 
how do we know this? Because when the LORD was touched by someone who believed and needed 
healing, a portion of His virtue had gone out, and He knew it. Jesus turned around in the crowd and 
said who touched my clothes? Many people may have touched the LORD just in that short period of 
time being pressed about in the massive crowd. However someone had touched Him that believed 
that He was the Messiah and that they could find healing in the wings of the Savior. Jesus turned 
and saw her, and said, "Daughter, Thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy 
plague.” 
 
     From that hour the woman was cured. This woman touched the "border of his garment". It is 
believed that she touched the "wings" of His Tallit, or the “wings” of His sleeve. In a true act of faith,  
believing He was the Messiah as spoken of by the prophet Malachi, for the "healing in his wings". 
Surely her faith and understanding of the prophecy was so powerful, that it even amazed Jesus! 
"Who touched me?" he says! He says he felt "virtue" go out of him into who touched him.  
 
     Certainly the woman with the issue of blood knew of these traditions, which would explain why 
she sought to touch the corner (the wings) of Jesus' prayer garment. The same word used in 
Numbers 15:38 for corner is also used in Malachi 4:2 for wings.  
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     With this understanding in mind, an ancient Jew under the prayer shawl could be said to be 
dwelling in the secret place of the Most High and under His wings as in the 91st Psalm. 
 
Psalm 91:1-4 

1 He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 

2 I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. 

3 Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. 

4 He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield 
and buckler. 

     When one realized the significance of this concept to the first-century Hebraic mind, it becomes 
clear why this woman was instantly healed. She was expressing her faith in Jesus as the Son of 
Righteousness with healing in His wings and declaring her faith in God's prophetic Word. 
 
     Finally, in conclusion we see that wings, used in the Old Testament prophecy of the book of 
Malachi means hem, the border or edge of a garment. We can read and understand that this woman 
was desperate and was in need of a true divine miracle. Many people, bumped, crowded and 
touched Jesus on that walk to the home of Jairus that day. When the touch was received from 
someone who believed in the Messiah, and that they could receive healing in His wings, something 
very special happened. 
 
     She sought Jesus from behind, “came behind him, and touched the hem of his garment.” There 
must have been so great effort for her to touch just the hem. Otherwise she could have just brushed 
up against him like all the rest. We see in Matthew 14:36 that others in the Bible sought out Christ 
to touch His “wings” or the hem of His garment; “And besought him that they might only touch the 
hem of his garment.”  
     
     On the contrary, one cannot say that the hem was all she was able to reach. We see her desperate  
measures taken; we see her seeking out Christ after she had heard about Him. Still, we see her 
pressing through the crowd from behind our LORD, and we can see her great faith in the Master. 
The LORD Himself turned and said, “thy faith hath made thee whole.”  
 
     As a result of this story and I want you to see from this lesson; we are able to see one more of the 
Old Testament prophecies being fulfilled by Jesus Christ as the Messiah. “But unto you that fear my 
name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings.” That prophecy has been fulfilled 
and is continuing to be fulfilled each and every day. I the lives of those that believe in Jesus Christ 
with saving faith and they are spiritually healed by the wings of the Son of Righteousness. For in 
Him and Him alone there is healing.   
 
     This little woman knew the Scriptures and she believed, she had faith in Christ and it was that 
measure of faith that she was healed and that measure of faith that she was saved and it was that 
measure of faith she was justified. “But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness 
arise with healing in his wings.” 
 


