
Here's How It Works VIII – Imagination

Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as  
those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.

Romans 6:13

REVIEW

We are powerful weapons, as it were, in the hands of God or Satan.  Our eyes can be used for good or 
evil.  So also our ears, our tongues, our hands, our feet . . . .

Friends, writes Matthew Henry, the “members” of our bodies are fearfully and wonderfully made.  
What a pity if they should be used as the devil's tools against the cause of God. What a glory if they 
should be used as the Lord's tools against the devil!

Thus we have seen Paul's counsel in Romans 6 that we must examine how we have used, are using, and 
will use the various capabilities God has given us.  

We have looked at . . .

     1. The eyes – We know that they are significant, for “The light of the body is the eye: therefore when 
         thine eye is single, thy whole body also is full of light; but when thine eye is evil, thy body also is 
         full of darkness.”  (Luke 11:34)

     2. The ears – We know that they are significant, for “He that turneth away his ear from hearing the 
         law, even his prayer shall be abomination.” (Prov. 28:9) and “Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry 
         of the poor, he also shall cry himself, but not be heard.” (Prov. 21:13)

     3. The tongue – We know it is significant, for “Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and 
         they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.” (Pro. 18:21)  and “The tongue is a fire, a world of 
         iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire 
         the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.” (James 3:6)

     4. The hands – We know they are significant, for Scripture says, “If thy right hand offend thee, cut it 
         off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and 
         not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.” (Matt. 5:30)

     5. The feet – We know the feet are significant, for we are told, “Ponder the path of thy feet, and 
         let all thy ways be established. Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from 
         evil.” (Prov. 4:26-27)

Now we move to a more sublime “member” . . .

I. The IMAGINATION

A. Definition

1. The imagination is that faculty of the mind whereby we form ideas.  It is the means we have 
    been given to project into the future or recollect the past.  It is our means to picture what is 
    not before us in the material world.  



2. The imagination draws upon our history of experiences in the sensory world. (Hence 
     “imagine,” a derivative of imitari, from which we get “imitate.”)  

3. But it may not choose to stay true.  It may recollect and then modify, embellish, select, 
    block out, or create anew.  In other words, the will, the intellect, and the emotions – all of 
    which have been corrupted by sin – may manipulate the imagination.  

4. Something else even more powerful has access to the imagination: the spirit world.  Look, 
    for example, at how many times the Scriptures record spiritual influences on the imagination 
    in dreams. So Abimelech, Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, Joseph, Pilate's wife ….

B. Value

 1. The imagination is thus of immense value.  Albert Einstein said: “Imagination is more 
     important than knowledge.”  It is what sets people apart from lower forms of creation.  

2. The imagination provides for the possibility of so many character traits—creativity, initiative, 
     compassion, optimism, resourcefulness.... 

3. By it we can conceive history and prophecy.  By it we can plan, create, anticipate, and dream. 
    By it we appreciate the glories of heaven and the horrors of hell and worship God.

C. Stewardship

1.  It is a general truth that the higher the form of creation, the greater potential for good or evil.

2. We have this gift of immense capability that can be of great blessing or can be used to wreck
    everything of value in our lives.  

3. Indeed, this unique faculty is so powerful that its full-blown abuse marks the end of a 
    civilization (Gen. 6:5).

4. So how do we examine ourselves and use this gift rightly?

II. HOW TO YIELD THE IMAGINATION TO GOD

     A. Clarify – Do you have a “wince list” (that assortment of life experiences the memories of 
  which come back to pain you)?

1. These visitors may be vague or precise, light or heavy, acute or chronic, silly or serious,  
    recent or ancient, true/half-true/false, but in any case they are clearly unresolved and   
    bothersome. Maybe bothersome like gnats. Maybe bothersome like hornets.  But bothersome.

2. They may involve guilt, error, imbalance, misinterpretation, or innocence.

3. They usually involve the spirit world and especially the “accuser of the brethren.” (Rev. 12:10)

4. They hogtie you spiritually.  You feel impeded, unsuccessful, bogged down, heavy in soul,  
    not rising to the heights Christ promised you, not entering the joy availed to you.



5. They may sneak up on you at the most irrelevant or unwanted times.

6. How you can relate to Prov. 14:13, which says, “ Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful; and 
    the end of that mirth is heaviness.”

7. Yes, a wince list.  Those memories, floating beliefs, shapeless accusations, imaginations, and
    familiar enemies that abide or surface and cause you to flinch from the blow and pain.

8. Less thoughtful people may just live with these troubles, as people might live with arthritis or 
    parasites, as they know no other life or have heard of no remedy.

9. But there is another life.  There is a remedy.  

     a. Why else would we be told that we can cast “down imaginations, and every high thing that 
         exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bring into captivity every thought to the 
         obedience of Christ” (II Cor. 10:5)?

     b. Why else would Paul tell us that we can now yield ourselves unto God as those alive from 
         the dead and our members as instruments of righteousness unto God?

          10. And, again, the first step is to clarify.

     a. By that is meant to stop and look at your ailments.  Have the Holy Spirit of God lead you  
         through an identification process.  What's in there?  What is it saying?  And is it true?
         (Isn't that what David does in the psalms? Ex: “Why art thou cast down, o my soul?”)

     b. You may find your tormentors have a name and fall into a category.

          1. Name  
     – a specific event where you were rejected by your peers

        – a humiliating defeat
     – a moral failure
     – a rejected friendship
     – a betrayal
     – a painful word you were called
     – a lie you told
     – a crime you committed
     – a besetting sin
     – a shameful secret
     – a reputation
     – etc.

          2. Category
     – error where moral guilt is involved
     – error where no moral guilt is involved (operator error, youthful ignorance, etc.)
     – inaccurate characterization at the time 
     – inaccurate recollection afterwards
     – misperceptions on others' parts
     – misperceptions on your part
     – innocence
     – etc.



    [A. Clarify]

     B. Cleanse

1. Confess all sin to God – I John 1:3-9

2. Make restitution to man – Matt. 5:23-26

     C. Clear

1. See your healed history as God sees it – Ps. 103:8-14, Isa. 43:25, Heb. 10:1-10.

     D. Consecrate

1. Yield your new life to God to live fully for His purposes – Romans 6:13

DISCUSSION

1. Explain in your own words why the imagination is important.

2. Do you have a “wince list”?  If so, list some things on it and go about fixing them by using the 4 C's.

3. According to I John 1:3-9:  What is attainable?  What will block it?  What is the solution?

4. In a sentence, what's the message of Hebrews 10:1-10?

5. In your own words, what went wrong in Noah's time according to Genesis 6:5?


