
Revelation Chapter 13 – The Unholy Trinity 

(September 2, 2017) 
 

 
Rise Of The First Beast – The Unholy Father & Son: 
Revelation 13:1-3   And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, 
having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of 
blasphemy.  2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a 
bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and 
great authority.  3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound 

was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.  
 We are still parenthetical (Revelation 11:15 - Revelation 15:1) 

 Introduction of two beasts (verse 1 & verse 11) whose power come from the dragon (verse 2) 

 Illustration of the dragon’s wroth of Revelation 12:17 – The removal of the Restrainer of            
2 Thessalonians 2:6-7 is fulfilled 

 Two goals of satan are to rule the world and be worshipped as god 

 Two methods to persecute Israel and rule the world are now illustrated  

 God assists at this point:  2 Thessalonians 2:11-12 ………. God shall send a strong delusion, 
that they should believe a lie;   That they all might be damned who believe not the truth .. 

 It is confusing whether the “I” of verse 1 is the dragon or the Apostle John 

 The sea is the gentile nations of the world 

 The description:  “seven heads”  “ten horns”  “upon his horns ten crowns”  “upon his heads 
the name of blasphemy” 

 Description of Revelation 13 are based on prophecy of Daniel 2, 4, 7, 8, 9 & 11 

 The beast is both gentile and of the Mediterranean area 

 The term “beast” refers to a kingdom, an empire or a dictator 

 “Ten horns” are ten kings receiving power for a short time under the anti-christ (Revelation 
17:12) and through Daniel’s prophecy a ten nation revived Roman Empire with Rome the 
headquarters  

 “Seven heads” are seven mountains (Revelation 17:9) (possibly Rome?) and seven kings 

(Revelation 17:10) (fallen heads of the old Roman Empire?) or seven gentile kingdoms 

connected to the rule over Israel: Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome and 
a future kingdom.  At Apostle John’s time -- First five are fallen, one is and one not yet 
come (Revelation 17:10).  The beast becomes the eighth ruler of (Revelation 17:11). 

 “Ten Diadems” indicate that the ten independent nations will be ruled by ten kings.  They 
give their power and authority to the beast (Revelation 17:12-13).  Daniel 7:7-8,20-22 
prophecy indicates that three lose power. 

 “Name of blasphemy” are self-assigned names with a hidden meaning (against God) or 
perhaps the god or gods worshipped by each of these nations 

 Like “a leopard” “a bear” “a lion” parallel Daniel 7:4-6 where Babylon is a lion, Medo-Persia is a 
bear and Greece is a leopard.  However, some theorize that these represent modern day 
countries – Russia, Great Britain, Germany 

 The dragon/satan gives the power 

 The wound that was healed belonged to one of the seven nations or kings:   Revelation 
17:8-11   “was, and is not; and shall ascend” points to the seventh and eighth nation – 

revived Roman Empire Or possibly Judas – an imitation of crucifixion & resurrection 



Apostle John writes about the anti-christ:   1 John 2:22   Who is a liar but he that denieth that 

Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.    1 John 2:18   Little children, 
it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many 
antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time. 
Prophecy about the final ruler:       Daniel 8:23-25   And in the latter time of their kingdom, 

when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark 
sentences, shall stand up.  24 And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall 
destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy 
people.  25 And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall 
magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the 
Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without hand.. 

 Transgressors are to their fullness 

 Power of the ruler is great – not by his own power ( 2 Thessalonians 2:11-12) 

 He is self-magnified (and worshipped), use peace to destroy, then feel invincible 

 “Shall be broken without hand”    Daniel 7:21-22   I beheld, and the same horn made war with 
the saints, and prevailed against them;  22 Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was 
given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom. 

Power Given By The Dragon and Power of the Beast: 
Revelation 13:4-10     And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they 
worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?  5 And 
there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto 
him to continue forty and two months.  6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to 
blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.  7 And it was given unto him 
to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and 
tongues, and nations.  8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not 
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.  9 If any man have an 
ear, let him hear.  10 He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the 
sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.   

 Remember:  Two goals of satan are to rule the world and be worshipped as god 

 Now:  “who is able to make war with him?” – “they worshipped the dragon” – “they 
worshipped the beast” 

 Power was given ( 2 Thessalonians 2:11-12) – forty-two months 

 “make war with the saints” (Revelation 12:17) 

 All kindreds, tongues and nations 

 Worshipers of the dragon and beast:  “whose names are not written in the book of life of the 
Lamb” 

 “Here is the patience and the faith of the saints” 

The False Prophet – The Unholy Spirit: 
Revelation 13:11-15     And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns 
like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.  12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before 

him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly 

wound was healed.  13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven 
on the earth in the sight of men,  14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of 
those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the 
earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.  15 
And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both 
speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.   



 Come out of the land:  No scriptural basis for this phrase, but could indicate that he is an 
apostate Jew.  He is submissive to the first beast.  (Sea = all nations – Land is a portion) 

 Description:   “a lamb”  “spake as a dragon”  “power of the first beast” 

 Duty:  “causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast” 

 Methods:  “great wonders”  “maketh fire come down”  “deceiveth them” 

 Goal:  “them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast” 

 Power:  “power to give life unto the image of the beast”  “as many as would not worship the 
image of the beast should be killed” 

Assigned to the False Prophet -- Mark of the Beast:     Revelation 13:16-18     And he causeth 

all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their 
foreheads:  17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he had the mark, or the name of the beast, or 
the number of his name.  18 Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of 
the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.  

 Worshipper identification assigned to the false prophet:  Mark on hand or forehead 

 Power of the mark:  “no man might buy or sell, save he had the mark” 

 “Here is wisdom”:    

 Are the “mark of the beast” and “666” one or two images – we automatically infer this.  It 
does say “number of his name”, but that is all 

 666 is a mystery with no scriptural backing 

 Possibility:  6 is number of man – satan has a trinity of satan and two men (three 6’s is 666)  
 
 
 
 

 
Wolf In Sheep’s Clothing: 
Matthew 7:15-16   Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly 

they are ravening wolves.  16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of 

thorns, or figs of thistles? 

 
Encouragement: 
Revelation 14:1   And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred 
forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads. 
 


