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1 Corinthians 7:10-17  10  And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife 
depart from her husband:  11  But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her 
husband: and let not the husband put away his wife.  12  But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any 
brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away.  13  
And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her 
not leave him.  14  For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is 
sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy.  15  But if the 
unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath 
called us to peace.  16  For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? or how 
knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?  17  But as God hath distributed to every man, as 
the Lord hath called every one, so let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches. 
 
Remember that Paul is responding to questions from the congregation at Corinth regarding 
relationships between men and women. 
 

1 Corinthians 7:1a  Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It is good 
for a man not to touch a woman. 

 
Having addressed both the married and the unmarried regarding continence and abstinence in 
and out of marriage (fornication), Paul turns to the married and addresses separation and 
divorce and wives and husbands who are married to unbelievers. 
 
10a  And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart 
from her husband:   
 
Paul notes “not I, but the Lord” in contrast to his counsel in verse 6 regarding married couples 
consenting to refrain from physical intimacy for a time of fasting and prayer. 
 

1 Corinthians 7:6  But I speak this by permission, and not of commandment. 
 
10b  And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from 
her husband:   
 
We must remember the context of the letter: Paul is writing to Corinthians who were not 
previously subject to Judeo or Christian laws. The Mosaic law (which we will see in verse 11) 
only allowed men to “put away” their wives, not women, but over time women in Gentile society 
had begun leaving their husbands with and without legal divorce for nearly any reason. Paul is 
using the Mosaic law as a foundation (“not I, but the Lord”) to address the Corinthian questions. 
 
11a  But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her 
husband: and let not the husband put away his wife.   
 
A wife who is separated from her husband, not divorced for lawful reasons (we will see more 
about this in the next section of the verse), must remain unmarried or be reconciled to her 
husband. The Greek word for depart has the root meaning of putting distance between one 
entity and another entity. Consider the congregations of God and Jesus Christ. There is no 
chance of divorce, there is no chance of separation except by fornication on our part, there is 
only repentance, confession, and reconciliation before us when we depart from him. 
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11b  But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and let 
not the husband put away his wife.   
 
The command of the Lord regarding divorce was given by Moses. 
 

Deuteronomy 24:1-2  When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass 
that she find no favour in his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then 
let him write her a bill of divorcement, and give it in her hand, and send her out of his 
house.  2  And when she is departed out of his house, she may go and be another man's 
wife.   

 
We see here the difference between man and God. How God’s ways and thoughts are higher and 
holier than our ways and thoughts, for God would never divorce his people. Jesus Christ will not 
divorce the congregations of God. 
 

Jeremiah 3:1a  They say, If a man put away his wife, and she go from him, and 
become another man's, shall he return unto her again? shall not that land be greatly 
polluted? but thou hast played the harlot with many lovers; yet return again to me, saith the 
LORD. 

 
The reason God will not leave us or forsake us is “everlasting love”.  
 

Jeremiah 31:3  The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee 
with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee. 

 
This is the standard for marriage. Love should cover a multitude of sins. Love, as God has loved 
us, should be the foundation of Christian marriage. 
 
Jesus clarified why the Lord commanded Moses regarding divorce. 
 

Matthew 5:31-32  It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a 
writing of divorcement:  32  But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, 
saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever 
shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery. 
 
Matthew 19:3-9  The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it 
lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause?  4  And he answered and said unto 
them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female,  
5  And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and 
they twain shall be one flesh?  (Continued) 6  Wherefore they are no more twain, but 
one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.  7  They 
say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to 
put her away?  8  He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts 
suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so.  9  And I 
say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and 
shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put 
away doth commit adultery. 
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Jesus, who fulfilled the law and the prophets, clarifies the law of Moses for the Pharisees who 
had taken Moses’ “find no favor” and “find some uncleanness” clauses to mean that a man could 
divorce a woman for nearly any cause. The restriction upon the law was “except it be for 
fornication”. Fornication means harlotry, adultery, incest, or idolatry. This is the “uncleanness” 
that Moses noted and is the only biblically (God)-authorized reason for divorce. But God hates 
divorce because it destroys not only marriages, but families and nations.  
 

Malachi 2:14-16 14  Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the LORD hath been witness between 
thee and the wife of thy youth, against whom thou hast dealt treacherously: yet is she thy 
companion, and the wife of thy covenant.  15  And did not he make one? Yet had he the 
residue of the spirit. And wherefore one? That he might seek a godly seed. Therefore 
take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously against the wife of his youth.  
16  For the LORD, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away: for one covereth 
violence with his garment, saith the LORD of hosts: therefore take heed to your spirit, that 
ye deal not treacherously.   

 
Divorce is a spiritual matter, not only a matter of law or of personal choice. God gave man and 
woman “a living soul” when he formed them and breathed life into them at creation. Along with 
that soul comes the conscience which allows us to consider our actions in comparison to God’s 
will and truth. Husbands or wives considering divorce must first consider their own actions 
before their spouse’s.  
 
12a  But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and 
she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away.   
 
Again, Paul is giving wise counsel based upon his understanding of the old and new law, but the 
command he gives was not written in the old law or spoken by Jesus Christ. 
 
12b  But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, 
and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away.   
 
Divorce is not allowed if a Christian man is married to an unbelieving wife who continues to love 
and care for him. 
 
13  And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased 
to dwell with her, let her not leave him.   
 
Separation (and implied, divorce) is not allowed if a Christian woman is married to an 
unbelieving husband who continues to love and care for her. 
 
14  For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife 
is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they 
holy.   
 
The phrase “sanctified by” can be interpreted as “holy in”, so it is that marriage, whether by Jew 
or Gentile, Christian or pagan, or a combination of them as is in the case here, is sacred before 
God and therefore ought not to be dissolved without just cause, including differences of religion. 
If marriage outside of true faith in God was not sacred, it would not be valid before God, and 
therefore the children of such a false marriage would be illegitimate according to God. But that 
is not the case. Marriage transcends religion as it was instituted and sanctified by God prior to 
any religion came into being. 
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This does not mean that Christians should look outside of Christian belief for a spouse. This is 
applicable only in the case that a man or woman is converted to Christianity and has a wife or 
husband that is not a believer at the time of conversion. No, Christians seeking marriage should 
always look within Christianity for their spouses and marry believers if at all possible. That is 
God’s best for believers. 
 

2 Corinthians 6:14  Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what 
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with 
darkness? 

 
15a  But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under 
bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace.   
 
This is straightforward. The Christian spouse should remain in the marriage so long as there is 
no fornication on the non-Christian’s part. But if the unbelieving leaves the believer, then 
separation or divorce is allowed. 
 
15b  But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in 
such cases: but God hath called us to peace.  
 
It is difficult enough to have a marriage where both share the same belief system. It is far more 
difficult to have a marriage where the belief system is not shared. God desires for marriages to 
represent his Son and his congregations in peaceful, loving, and intimate relationship with each 
other. Divorce or separation is sometimes the better way for Christians in unequal marriages for 
the sake of peace in their family, their church, and the society. 
 
16  For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? or how 
knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife? 
 
Not in the sense of eternal salvation. But the Christian wife or husband with the unbelieving 
spouse must understand that their marriage is sacred and that God works through their faithful 
witnessing as believers to affect and, if God wills, to win their unbelieving spouse for Jesus 
Christ. And, even if the spouse is never won for Jesus Christ, God blesses the marriage for the 
faithfulness of the one. 
 

1 Peter 3:1-2  Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey 
not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the 
wives;  2  While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear. 

 
 17  But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so 
let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches. 
 
Whether unmarried and seeking marriage or remaining abstinent; whether married and equal 
or unequal in beliefs; those that are called as God’s children in all the congregations of God 
should follow the counsel and commands given by the apostle to the Corinthians in these 
matters. 


