
Fearless Suffering for Goodness Sake 
1 Peter 3:13-17 

PART ONE 

Introduction 

“Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12). 

“And they will look to the earth, but behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of anguish. And they will be 
thrust into thick darkness” (Isaiah 8:22). 

When a people of God lose their fear of God, begin to fear what pagans fear, and respond to evil in kind. 

“For the Lord spoke thus to me with his strong hand upon me, and warned me not to walk in the way of 
this people, saying: ‘Do not call conspiracy all that this people calls conspiracy, and do not fear what they 
fear, nor be in dread. But the Lord of hosts, him you shall regard as holy. Let him be your fear, and let him 
be your dread. And he will become a sanctuary’” (Isaiah 8:11-14). 

Darkness descends when a people of God lose their fear of God and turn away from Him and His Word. 

“And when they say to you, ‘Inquire of the mediums and the necromancers who chirp and mutter,’ should 
not a people inquire of their God? Should they inquire of the dead on behalf of the living? To the teaching 
and to the testimony! If they will not speak according to this word, it is because they have no dawn. They 
will pass through the land, greatly distressed and hungry. And when they are hungry, they will be enraged 
and will speak contemptuously against their king and their God, and turn their faces upward” (Isaiah 8:19-
21). 

“but man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward” (Job 5:7). 

"Man who is born of a woman is few of days and full of trouble” (Job 14:1). 

"If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world 
would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you: 'A servant is not greater than his 
master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you” (John 15:18-20). 

“I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. 
But take heart; I have overcome the world" (John 16:33). 

“Does disaster come to a city, unless the Lord has done it?” (Amos 3:6). 

 “The Lord of hosts has sworn: ‘As I have planned, so shall it be, and as I have purposed, so shall it stand’” 
(Isaiah 14:24). 

“I am acting with great boldness toward you; I have great pride in you; I am filled with comfort. In all our 
affliction, I am overflowing with joy” (2 Corinthians 7:4). 

“who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good?” (v13). 



How will we respond to persecution? With more hate and contempt? Or with love and good deeds? 

Yes, we do have to protect ourselves and our families. But these are the very people we are called to ‘win’ 
to Christ by meeting their evil deeds and revilings with good deeds and blessings. 

This is only the beginning. What will you do when things gets worse? 

"If you have raced with men on foot, and they have wearied you, how will you compete with horses? And 
if in a safe land you are so trusting, what will you do in the thicket of the Jordan?” (Jeremiah 12:5). 

Our path to security and peace when the storms of persecution come:  

1. Live a good life. Be zealous for what is good (v13). 
 
“Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good?” (v13). 
 
“See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to 
everyone” (1 Thessalonians 5:15).  
 
Righteous living forges the “breastplate” that saves you from the slings and arrows of the Enemy. 
 
“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil…that you may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and 
having put on the breastplate of righteousness” (Ephesians 6:10-11, 13-14). 
 
“be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might” by putting on “the whole armor of God that 
you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil” (Ephesians 6:10, 11). 
 
We are to live according to truth “having put on the breastplate of righteousness” (v14). 
 

2. A willingness to suffer unfair treatment (v14a). 
 
“But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed” (v14a). 
 
“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you” (4:12). 
 
If you respond well to unjust persecution, “you will be blessed.” “For to this you have been called” 
(2:21). 
 
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
"Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely 
on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven for so they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you” (Matthew 5:10-12). 
 
 


