Psalm 98 To the LORD O Sing a New Song
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WorsHIP GUIDE
A Survey of Church History, Part 17¢: Jobn Hus

N 1402, John Hus was appointed rector and preacher at the Chapel
of the Holy Infants of Bethlehem in Prague. Thus, John occupied
two of the most strategic positions in all Bohemia - although he

was probably unaware of their importance. The city of Prague had a
lengthy tradition of reform and could boast some outstanding preachers,
who even preached from the Scriptures. To this tradition Hus fell heir.
The University of Prague was in the very center of the reform movement
and was a place of ferment as new ideas and programs for the church were
constantly being discussed. The chapel to which Hus was appointed was
raised in 1391 by a rich merchant as a center for reform preaching.

It was about the time that Hus began preaching that he also was con-
verted. It seems as if his conversion was centered in his calling to preach.
Prior to 1400, Hus had studied for the priesthood in the firm convic-
tion that this was the way to escape from poverty. But when actually
confronted with the task of preaching, his life underwent a fundamen-
tal change and he was overcome by the consciousness of the great task
of preaching the gospel of Christ. He himself wrote of how important
he considered preaching: “By the help of God I have preached, still am
preaching, and if his grace will allow, shall continue to preach; if per-
chance I may be able to lead some poor, tired, or halting soul into the
house of Christ to the King’s supper.”

The teachings of John Wycliffe had come to Bohemia as early as 1390.
A close alliance had been established between England and Bohemia be-
cause England’s king, Richard II, had married Anne of Bohemia, the sis-
ter of Bohemia’s king. Scholars had traveled between the countries, and
one eminent scholar, Jerome of Prague, had spent some time in Oxford,
Wycliffe’s school, where he had absorbed the teachings of Wycliffe. On
his return, he had spread Wycliffe’s writings and teachings throughout
Prague and the university:.

Although reform had been in the air for many years, the spread of
Wycliffe’s teachings gave it direction and a doctrinal foundation. John
Hus had become thoroughly familiar with the teachings of Wycliffe and,
convinced of their truth, he had himself begun to teach them in the uni-
versity and preach them in the pulpit. it is not surprising that the full fury
of the Roman Catholic Church was soon turned against him. When gen-
eral reform, especially of clerical corruption, was preached, even many
Roman Catholics supported the reform movement. But when Hus and
others began to preach doctrinal reform as well as moral reform, Rome
turned in a rage against the reformers, and especially against Hus.

The Psalm of Doxology
Q| y — - n —7 I —1 | — | f —]
AW IV\ x Il 1 Il : : i i a: ‘;1 i al GI i Il 1
F rftesp 7 ¢ F F TTT 7
1. 'All  peo-plethat on earth do dwell, sing  to theLord with
|| | | | | [ | | |
Q T } | —1 T —1 | I T I ]
r——=z s — ———-—— |
S Frrr 7
cheer - ful  voice: *him  servewithmirth,his praise for|th
| | | | | | | | |
== . & 2 : l‘_’_lﬂ—r e - :
Q T T 1 —i T f I —i f  — n |
O e T e 2 » 1]
“# F T Brf F 7 7
tell, cor‘ne ye be - fore him and re - joice.
| | | | | | | |
1= i
I T [ |= r\_/| [ F
Psalm 100:1-2 The Scottish Metrical Psalter, 1650
OLD 100TH. L.M. CCLI License #473612
The Extroit
0 , . | , , ] ] | |

[#)

©
©

F resP P rPrPFPr rr PP

1. 'Praise give the LORD, you nationsall; All peoples, pra|ise now bring.
I I || |

Ia || | | I O

\
TR

e tri: ;o7 s

- tolthe LORD, you peoplesall, Ex - tol Him —praise and sing!
| | | | [ 1 1 | || |

7] {2 B— il |
] I I Il 1 1 11 |

| | 1 T 1 1 | \ o
Psalm 117:1 Tim and Julie Tennent, 2017
AZMON. C.M. CCLI License #473612

The Heidelberg Catechism Question 1

What is your only comfort in life and death? That I am not my own, but
belong with body and soul, both in life and in death, to my faithful Savior
Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and
has set me free from all the power of the devil. He also preserves me in
such a way that without the will of my heavenly Father not a hair can fall
from my head; indeed, all things must work together for my salvation.
Therefore, by his Holy Spirit he also assures me of eternal life and makes
me heartily willing and ready from now on to live for him.
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