
The Westminster Shorter 
Catechism
Q. 16. Did all mankind fall in Adam’s first transgression?
09/23/2020



Bibliography
Beeke, Joel R. & Ferguson, Sinclair B. Reformed Confessions Harmonized. Baker Books, 1999.
Calhoun, David. Reformation & Modern Church History: Lesson 18, The Westminster 

Assembly. Covenant Theological Seminary, 2006.
Gonzalez, Justo L. The Story of Christianity. Volume 2: The Reformation to the Present Day. 

HarperSanFranciso, 1985.
Presbyterian Church in America. The Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms. The 

Christian Education and Publications Committee of the Presbyterian Church in America, 
2007.

Smith, Morton H. Harmony of the Westminster Confession and Catechisms. Tolle Lege Press, 
2010.
Ward, Rowland S. A Short Introduction to the Westminster Assembly and its Work. Tulip  

Publishing, 2019.
Watson, Thomas. A Body of Divinity. Reformed Church Publications, 2009.

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Reformed_Confessions_Harmonized/qmImAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0
http://www.covenantseminary.edu/resources/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2014/12/CH320_T_18.pdf
http://www.covenantseminary.edu/resources/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2014/12/CH320_T_18.pdf
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Story_of_Christianity_Volume_2/GWoHUb5qQccC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=The+Story+of+Christianity.+Volume+2:+The+Reformation+to+the+Present+Day&printsec=frontcover
https://www.pcaac.org/bco/westminster-confession/
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Harmony_of_the_Westminster_Confession_an/uCT4jwEACAAJ?hl=en
https://www.google.com/books/edition/A_Short_Introduction_to_the_Westminster/dELADwAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=A+Short+Introduction+to+the+Westminster+Assembly+and+its+Work&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/A_Body_of_Divinity/WRQiCwAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22A+Body+of+Divinity:+Thomas+Watson%22&printsec=frontcover


Contact

dbcummings@prochristo.com



Q&A

Q. 16. Did all mankind fall in Adam’s first transgression?

A. The covenant being made with Adam, not only for himself, but for his 
posterity; all mankind, descending from him by ordinary generation, 
sinned in him, and fell with him, in his first transgression.



covenant

● with Adam

And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely 
die.” (Genesis 2:16-17 ESV)

● one point

For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. (James 2:10 ESV)
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his posterity

● all men

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to 
all men because all sinned— (Romans 5:12 ESV)

● many died

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much more have the 
grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. (Romans 
5:15 ESV)



his posterity

● one man

For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who 
receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus 
Christ. (Romans 5:17 ESV)

● one trespass

Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to 
justification and life for all men. (Romans 5:18 ESV)
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Good News

● all be made alive

For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. (1 Corinthians 15:22 ESV)

● free gift

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much more have the 
grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. (Romans 
5:15 ESV)



Good News

● one act

Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to 
justification and life for all men. (Romans 5:18 ESV)

● grace also might reign

so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.(Romans 5:21 ESV)


