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Nehemiah 7:73 So the priests, and the Levites, and the porters, and the singers, and some of 
the people, and the Nethinims, and all Israel, dwelt in their cities; and when the seventh 
month came, the children of Israel were in their cities. 

 
What is “the seventh month”? 
 
Tisri (which is the modern September/October) was the seventh month of the Jewish 
ecclesiastical calendar and the first month of their civil calendar. It consisted of many special 
days. The 1st day was a sabbath day of blowing trumpets, sacrifice, and gathering. The 10th day 
was a sabbath day of affliction (fasting) and sacrifice for atonement. The 15th day was the 
beginning of 7 days of sacrifice, feasting, harvesting tree branches, dwelling in booths (tents), 
and rejoicing, followed by 1 sabbath day. Solomon also dedicated the temple in the month of 
Tisri. 
 
Nehemiah 8:1-8  
 
1 And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the street that 
was before the water gate; and they spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of 
the law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded to Israel.  
 
All the people gathered and requested that Ezra bring the book of the law (either Deuteronomy 
or the Pentateuch) forth to be read. God’s people ought to gather and to be eager to hear and 
learn the law, the prophets, and the gospel. 
 

Psalms 119:33-35 33 HE. Teach me, O LORD, the way of thy statutes; and I shall keep it 
unto the end. 34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall observe it with 
my whole heart. 35 Make me to go in the path of thy commandments; for therein do I 
delight. 
 
Isaiah 2:3 3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of 
the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk 
in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from 
Jerusalem. 
 
Acts 28:23 And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; 
to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning 
Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening. 
 
Ephesians 2:2 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 
 

2 And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation both of men and 
women, and all that could hear with understanding, upon the first day of the 
seventh month.  
 
Ezra’s reading of the law occurred on the 1st day of the 7th month at the feast of trumpets. 
 

Numbers 10:1-2, 10 1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Make thee two 
trumpets of silver; of a whole piece shalt thou make them: that thou mayest use 
them for the calling of the assembly, and for the journeying of the camps. 10 Also in 
the day of your gladness, and in your solemn days, and in the beginnings of your 
months, ye shall blow with the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and over the 
sacrifices of your peace offerings; that they may be to you for a memorial before 
your God: I am the LORD your God. 
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Trumpets throughout scripture are used for announcing, celebrating, warning, calling, or 
signaling. It is fitting that the law of God would be read at the feast of trumpets, but this reading 
may have also been in preparation for the feast of tabernacles. 
 

Deuteronomy 31:10-13 10 And Moses commanded them, saying, At the end of every seven 
years, in the solemnity of the year of release, in the feast of tabernacles, 11 When all Israel is 
come to appear before the LORD thy God in the place which he shall choose, thou shalt read 
this law before all Israel in their hearing. 12 Gather the people together, men, and 
women, and children, and thy stranger that is within thy gates, that they may hear, 
and that they may learn, and fear the LORD your God, and observe to do all the 
words of this law: 13 And that their children, which have not known any thing, may 
hear, and learn to fear the LORD your God, as long as ye live in the land whither ye go over 
Jordan to possess it. 

 
But, whether it was for the feast of trumpets or tabernacles, the more important point of the 
reading was that it was to be read for all. God’s law is not limited in application by the belief of 
those who hear it. It is a universal standard for all. Like a trumpet, it announces, celebrates, 
warns, calls, and signals (directs) for all mankind, unregenerate and regenerate. It sounds forth 
from Zion, the congregations of God.  
 
3 And he read therein before the street that was before the water gate from the 
morning until midday, before the men and the women, and those that could 
understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive unto the book of the law.  
 
God’s law is for all who are able understand. Men, women, and children. Natural Jews and 
Jewish proselytes. Manservants and maidservants. Strangers and Gentiles. God’s moral law is 
for everyone, whether it be the revealed law or the natural law, because its origin is of God. 
God’s people ought to be especially attentive to the law, the prophets, and the gospel in order to 
hear, do, and teach them unto everyone. It is God’s people, in God’s congregations, that blow the 
trumpet of God’s word for all to hear. 
 

Deuteronomy 6:7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt 
talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up. 
 
Romans 2:14-15 14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things 
contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: 15 Which shew 
the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, 
and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;) 

 
4 And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood, which they had made for the purpose; 
and beside him stood Mattithiah, and Shema, and Anaiah, and Urijah, and Hilkiah, and 
Maaseiah, on his right hand; and on his left hand, Pedaiah, and Mishael, and Malchiah, 
and Hashum, and Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshullam.  
 
Ezra did not own the book of the law of God. It was for all the congregation and its proclamation 
was shared by those who stood beside him. The word of God belongs to God alone. Men are only 
the vessels by which it is read and preached. 
 
5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; (for he was above all the 
people;) and when he opened it, all the people stood up:  6 And Ezra blessed the 
LORD, the great God. And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up 
their hands: and they bowed their heads, and worshipped the LORD with their 
faces to the ground.  
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God’s people ought to pray unto, give honor unto, and give praise to God for giving them the 
law, the prophets, and the gospel. What a great blessing the revealed word of God is to God’s 
people! What a blessing it is to the world, for it is difficult to imagine a world without it! The 
sequence given here is applicable today. God’s people should pray over, stand for, agree with, 
and worship with humility about God’s word.  
 
But one may say, “Ezra was reading from the law, the Old Testament. Didn’t Jesus fulfill the law 
and therefore make it no longer applicable to us today?” No! The ceremonial law (of the 
tabernacle, temple, and sacrifices) is no longer needed because of the work of Jesus Christ, but 
the moral law given in the Old Testament is still very much needed and applicable today. 
 

Matthew 5:17-19 17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not 
come to destroy, but to fulfil. 18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot 
or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 19 Whosoever 
therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called 
the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

 
7 Also Jeshua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, 
Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, caused the 
people to understand the law: and the people stood in their place. 8 So they read in 
the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to 
understand the reading. 8 So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and 
gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading.  
 
God’s people need faithful men to read, preach, and teach God’s word. All the world needs the 
same, for God’s word is a guide for everyone, whether they are God’s children or not. 
 

Romans 10:13-15 13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 14 
How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in 
him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And 
how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of 
them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 
 
Isaiah 52:7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that 
saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 
 

Nehemiah 8:9-12 
 
9 And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the scribe, and the 
Levites that taught the people, said unto all the people, This day is holy unto the 
LORD your God; mourn not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when they heard 
the words of the law. 10 Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and 
drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for 
this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your 
strength. 
 
The people were sorrowful because the reading and understanding of the law of God convicts 
men of sin. 
 



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
09/19/2021 
Nehemiah 8:1-12 

 4 

Romans 7:14-17 14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin 
15 For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. 16 If 
then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good.17 Now then it is no 
more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 

 
So, it is not the law that makes men sorrowful, but it is their sin that brings them sadness. But 
instruction in the law is not just about sin, but it is also about redemption from sin. That is the 
gospel. Yes, the Jews of Nehemiah’s day would have to sacrifice for atonement, but God’s people 
today have the fulfillment of the law in the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross. A true 
understanding the law, the prophets, and the gospel brings joy because God’s people know from 
the word of God that they are too weak to overcome sin upon their own strength, but God is 
their strength through the work of salvation in Jesus Christ and sanctification in the Holy Ghost.  
 
God has promised us that he will teach us and guide us by his word. 
 

Psalms 32:8-11 8 I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I 
will guide thee with mine eye.  9 Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no 
understanding: whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle, lest they come near unto thee. 
10 Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: but he that trusteth in the LORD, mercy shall 
compass him about. 11 Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for 
joy, all ye that are upright in heart. 
 

God has promised us that his word will be within us. 
 
Jeremiah 31:33-34 33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; 
After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in 
their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And they shall teach no 
more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: 
for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the 
LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. 

 
God has promised us that generations to come will be taught his word. 
 

Isaiah 54:13 And all thy children shall be taught of the LORD; and great shall be the 
peace of thy children. 

 
God gives joy in his strength to both those who teach and those who are taught. 
 

3 John 1:4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. 
 
11 So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, Hold your peace, for the day is holy; neither 
be ye grieved. 12 And all the people went their way to eat, and to drink, and to send 
portions, and to make great mirth, because they had understood the words that were 
declared unto them.  
 

Isaiah 29:18-19 18 And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes 
of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness. 19 The meek also shall 
increase their joy in the LORD, and the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of 
Israel. 
 

Oh, that God’s people today would follow the guidance of Nehemiah, Ezra, and the Levites! May 
we go our way, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is 
prepared. May we live each day as holy unto our Lord. May we not be sorry and make great 
mirth; for the joy of the LORD is our strength. 


