September 27, 2020 Sunday Service
The Scripture Reading: Revelation 1: 8-18; 12:1-6; 17; 22: 16-21

Revelation 1: 8-18
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” ° I, John,
your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island
called Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 0 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard
behind me a loud voice like a trumpet ! saying, “Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus
and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”

12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning | saw seven golden lampstands, 2 and in the midst
of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. * The hairs of his
head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, *° his feet were like burnished bronze,
refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 6 In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth
came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength. 17 When I saw him, | fell at his feet as
though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, | am the first and the last, 8 and the living one. | died, and
behold

I am alive forevermore, and | have the keys of Death and Hades.

Revelation 12:1-6
L And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown
of twelve stars. 2 She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. ® And another sign
appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. * His tail
swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about
to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it. 5 She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the
nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his throne, ¢ and the woman fled into the wilderness,
where she has a place prepared by God, in which she is to be nourished for 1,260 days.

Revelation 17
Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the judgment of the
great prostitute who is seated on many waters, 2 with whom the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality, and
with the wine of whose sexual immorality the dwellers on earth have become drunk.”  And he carried me away in the Spirit
into a wilderness, and | saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads
and ten horns.  The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, holding in her
hand a golden cup full of abominations and the impurities of her sexual immorality. > And on her forehead was written a
name of mystery: “Babylon the great, mother of prostitutes and of earth’s abominations.” 8 And | saw the woman, drunk
with the blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.

When | saw her, | marveled greatly. 7 But the angel said to me, “Why do you marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the
woman, and of the beast with seven heads and ten horns that carries her. & The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is
about to rise from the bottomless pit and go to destruction. And the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in
the book of life from the foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is not and is to come. ° This
calls for a mind with wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman is seated; *° they are also seven
kings, five of whom have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come, and when he does come he must remain only a little
while. 1 As for the beast that was and is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to the seven, and it goes to destruction. *2 And the
ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received royal power, but they are to receive authority as kings for one
hour, together with the beast. 1® These are of one mind, and they hand over their power and authority to the beast. 1* They
will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him
are called and chosen and faithful.”



15 And the angel said to me, “The waters that you saw, where the prostitute is seated, are peoples and multitudes and nations
and languages. 16 And the ten horns that you saw, they and the beast will hate the prostitute. They will make her desolate and
naked, and devour her flesh and burn her up with fire, ¥ for God has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose by being
of one mind and handing over their royal power to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. 1 And the woman that you
saw is the great city that has dominion over the kings of the earth.”

Revelation 22: 16-21
16 <, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of
David, the bright morning star.” 17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let
the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. 8 I warn everyone who hears the
words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 1° and if
anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the
holy city, which are described in this book. 2° He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen.
Come, Lord Jesus! 2! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.
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Praying Through the Lens of John’s Revelation
Daring to Draw Near

I Prayingin the Spirit
II.  Prayingin the presence of Christ in the midst of his Church
[II.  Praying in the presence of Christ who is over all - the visible and the invisible
IV.  Praying Christ’s counsel to us



