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13a And on the second day were gathered together the chief of the fathers of all the people, 
the priests, and the Levites, unto Ezra the scribe, even to understand the words of the law.  
 
“The second day” was the day following the feast of trumpets. 
 
13b And on the second day were gathered together the chief of the fathers of all the 
people, the priests, and the Levites, unto Ezra the scribe, even to understand the 
words of the law.  
 
These men that “gathered together…unto Ezra” were the leaders of and ministers to “all the 
people” both in Jerusalem and throughout Judah. 
 

Nehemiah 8:1 And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the 
street that was before the water gate; and they spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the 
law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded to Israel. 

 
Nehemiah 8:12 And all the people went their way to eat, and to drink, and to send 
portions, and to make great mirth, because they had understood the words that were declared 
unto them. 

 
Although their people had “understood the words declared unto them” and “went their way” 
after they gathered for feast of trumpets the day prior, the leaders and ministers to the people 
desired a deeper understanding of the “words of the law” that Ezra had read, so they returned to 
him. This indicates that they meditated upon, gathered around, and discussed the word of God 
after it had been read and expounded upon to them. This is a sure sign of God’s people. 
 

Malachi 3:16-17 16 Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and 
the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him 
for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name. 17 And they shall be 
mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare 
them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. 
 
Acts 17:10-12 10 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: 
who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11 These were more noble than 
those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. 12 Therefore many of 
them believed; also of honourable women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few. 

 
The principle from this passage is that when the word is read or proclaimed, God’s people (in 
general) are encouraged to meditate upon it and discuss it and ask for further guidance on it, if 
needed, from those who are called to minister in the word, such as Ezra. And (specifically) those 
whom God has called to the servant leadership of his congregations (fathers, elders, deacons), 
should consistently practice the meditation, study, discussion, and application of God’s word in 
counsel with other men of similar calling. Paul’s letter to Timothy reveal’s God’s way of bringing 
up his ministers of his word: 
 

2 Timothy 3:14-15 14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and 
hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 15 And that from a child 
thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
 
2 Timothy 2:2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the 
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. 
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2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

 
When the leaders and the ministers came again to Ezra “to understand the words of the law”, 
they discovered it’s meaning and application.  
 
14 And they found written in the law which the LORD had commanded by Moses, 
that the children of Israel should dwell in booths in the feast of the seventh month:  
 

Leviticus 23:33-36 33 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 34 Speak unto the children 
of Israel, saying, The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the feast of 
tabernacles for seven days unto the LORD. 35 On the first day shall be an holy 
convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein. 36 Seven days ye shall offer an offering 
made by fire unto the LORD: on the eighth day shall be an holy convocation unto 
you; and ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: it is a solemn assembly; and ye 
shall do no servile work therein.  

 
Leviticus 23:39-44 39 Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have 
gathered in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep a feast unto the LORD seven days: on the 
first day shall be a sabbath, and on the eighth day shall be a sabbath. 40 And ye shall 
take you on the first day the boughs of goodly trees, branches of palm trees, and the 
boughs of thick trees, and willows of the brook; and ye shall rejoice before the 
LORD your God seven days. 41 And ye shall keep it a feast unto the LORD seven days in the 
year. It shall be a statute for ever in your generations: ye shall celebrate it in the seventh month. 
42 Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are Israelites born shall dwell in 
booths: 43 That your generations may know that I made the children of Israel to 
dwell in booths, when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your 
God. 44 And Moses declared unto the children of Israel the feasts of the LORD. 

 
Deuteronomy 16:12-15 12 And thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in 
Egypt: and thou shalt observe and do these statutes.13 Thou shalt observe the feast of 
tabernacles seven days, after that thou hast gathered in thy corn and thy wine: 14 And thou 
shalt rejoice in thy feast, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy manservant, and thy 
maidservant, and the Levite, the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, that are within thy 
gates. 15 Seven days shalt thou keep a solemn feast unto the LORD thy God in the place 
which the LORD shall choose: because the LORD thy God shall bless thee in all thine 
increase, and in all the works of thine hands, therefore thou shalt surely rejoice. 

 
15a And that they should publish and proclaim in all their cities, and in Jerusalem, 
saying, Go forth unto the mount, and fetch olive branches, and pine branches, and myrtle 
branches, and palm branches, and branches of thick trees, to make booths, as it is written.  
 
The leaders and ministers went to “publish and proclaim in all their cities” because some the 
people of Judah had returned to their cities (Nehemiah 7:73) and the feast of tabernacles was 
now about 2 weeks away. (What is not mentioned here in Nehemiah is if the feast of atonement, 
which was to take place on the 10th day of the 7th month, was also to be celebrated by the people 
during that time. The feast of atonement was a day of sacrifice by the high priest and fasting by 
the people for their sins people in remembrance of their sin of idolatry with the golden calf and 
God’s forgiveness and mercy in giving the tables of the law the 2nd time. It is however assumed 
that the feast of atonement took place in Jerusalem at the newly rebuilt temple (Ezra 3-6).) 
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15b And that they should publish and proclaim in all their cities, and in Jerusalem, saying, Go 
forth unto the mount, and fetch olive branches, and pine branches, and myrtle 
branches, and palm branches, and branches of thick trees, to make booths, as it is 
written.  
 
This was the message delivered to the people in all of Judah and Jerusalem: that they ought to 
celebrate the feast of tabernacles by gathering branches and making booths (temporary shelters) 
to live in for 7 days beginning on the 15th day of the month. All the men were required by the law 
to participate in the feast, but all the people were encouraged to participate in the feast.  
 

Exodus 23:14, 17  14 Three times thou shalt keep a feast unto me in the year. (Passover, 
Pentecost, and Tabernacles). 17 Three times in the year all thy males shall appear before 
the Lord GOD. 

 
16 So the people went forth, and brought them, and made themselves booths, every 
one upon the roof of his house, and in their courts, and in the courts of the house 
of God, and in the street of the water gate, and in the street of the gate of Ephraim. 
17a And all the congregation of them that were come again out of the captivity 
made booths, and sat under the booths: for since the days of Jeshua the son of Nun 
unto that day had not the children of Israel done so. And there was very great gladness.  
 

Ezra 3:1-2, 5 1 And when the seventh month was come, and the children of Israel were in the 
cities, the people gathered themselves together as one man to Jerusalem. 2 Then stood up 
Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and his brethren the priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 
and his brethren, and builded the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings thereon, as it 
is written in the law of Moses the man of God. 4 They kept also the feast of tabernacles, as it 
is written, and offered the daily burnt offerings by number, according to the custom, as the duty of 
every day required; 
 

Some commentators suggest that there is a mistake in the scriptures where “Jeshua the son of 
Nun” (Joshua) is written and that it should instead state “Jeshua the son of Jozadak”, but the 
scriptures must be trusted here. The people celebrated the feast of tabernacles with the same 
concern for the law and the same fervor as their ancestors had when they came into the 
promised land. Moses brought the law from God’s hand in the wilderness, but Joshua delivered 
the people by God’s hand into the promised land. The people of Judah had heard the law read by 
Ezra and had seen their deliverance by God’s hand from captivity in Babylon. 
 
17b And all the congregation of them that were come again out of the captivity made booths, 
and sat under the booths: for since the days of Jeshua the son of Nun unto that day had not the 
children of Israel done so. And there was very great gladness. 
 
The feast of tabernacles was a feast of rejoicing for deliverance from captivity. It was to look 
back at a time when the people had no permanent dwellings, when they were strangers and 
sojourners in the wilderness because of their sins against God, yet the grace and mercy of God 
prevailed in deliverance and provided for them all that they required as they wandered. It was to 
look to the present when the people had permanent dwellings in Judah and Jerusalem, again 
through God’s deliverance. And it was to look forward to a time when there was no need for 
earthly dwellings or earthly kingdoms, but everlasting mansions in the eternal Jerusalem, by 
God and through the Messiah, Jesus Christ, of whom all the feasts were all typical. This is a 
cause for great rejoicing today as it was then. 
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The principle from these passages about the feast of tabernacles is this: God’s word reveals what 
God’s people are to do. Revelation of the word of God by the Holy Ghost produces conviction 
and sorrow for sin, then joy for salvation from sin and redemption to God, and then good works 
because of conviction, sorry, salvation, and redemption (not for those things). The people built 
their booths and dwelt in them because of their joy in their deliverance. The Holy Ghost reveals 
to us how this applies to us under the New Testament in the scriptures.  
 
First, the Word of God (Jesus Christ, the Messiah) tabernacled among us on earth.  
 

John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
 

We also tabernacle in our flesh upon the earth. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:1-3 1 For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. 2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which 
is from heaven:3 If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked. 

 
Second, Jesus Christ was full of the Holy Ghost and led by the Spirit of God while in his earthly 
tabernacle. 
 

Luke 4:1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by 
the Spirit into the wilderness, 

 
We also are given the gift of the Holy Ghost and Spirit of God. 
 

Acts 15:8 And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy 
Ghost, even as he did unto us; 

 
2 Corinthians 5:4-5 4 For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for 
that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life. 5 Now 
he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us the 
earnest of the Spirit. 

 
Third, Jesus Christ was sacrificed, bled, died, was buried, and was resurrected in his earthly 
tabernacle, resulting in the salvation and redemption (deliverance) of God’s people. 
 

Hebrews 9:11-14 11 But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a 
greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this 
building; 12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in 
once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. 13 For if the blood 
of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying 
of the flesh: 14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works 
to serve the living God? 
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We also must sacrifice our earthly tabernacles as proof of the redeeming work of the blood of 
Jesus Christ and the sanctifying work of the Holy Ghost in us. 
 

Romans 12:1-2 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

 
How then may we, in these tabernacles, be transformed, renew our mind, prove what is good, 
acceptable, perfect, and the will of God? How then may we continue in “very great gladness”? 
 
18 Also day by day, from the first day unto the last day, he read in the book of the 
law of God. And they kept the feast seven days; and on the eighth day was a solemn assembly, 
according unto the manner. 
 
We must continue in the revealed word of God (the scriptures). 
 

Psalms 119:105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. 
 

We must continue with the living Word of God (Jesus Christ). 
 

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 

 
John 1:4-5 4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shineth in 
darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 

 
John 8:12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that 
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 
 


