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(2) WRESTLING WITH GOD’S ANSWER 
(SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2020) 

Scripture reading – Romans 1:8-17; Habakkuk 1:12-2:4 

INTRODUCTION 

I met recently with two friends who are both from Nigeria. They described the horrible 
situation that Christians especially in the middle of the country are facing. 

Nigeria is a rather large country about 100,000 square miles larger than Texas and a 
population of nearly 200 million. 

It is by the far the largest country in Africa by population. 

My friends described how Muslims now occupy all the key government positions. 

The president is part of the Fulani tribe, the very tribe that has been systematically raiding 
villages. 

It is jihad. It is a form of religious genocide.1 

In the middle of the night, members of the Fulani tribe will enter a village and seek to burn 
down as much of it as possible and either chase out people living there or kill them. 

And people protesting these wicked actions are subject to be arrested by the government.  

My friends were well able to identify with what we saw last Sunday from Habakkuk 1 and 
the perversion of justice and the crying out to God for justice. 

 

As we continue with the book of Habakkuk, we come to the second main section of the book.  

This second main section consists of Habakkuk’s question and lament starting with 1:12 
through 2:1. 

The rest of Habakkuk 2 is God’s answer to Habakkuk.  

We are only going to look at a portion of the answer up through 2:4. 

 

As we look our text for today, you will observe that the language is challenging. 

 
1 https://missionsbox.org/press-releases/icon-launches-new-report-proving-genocide-in-nigeria/ 
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It is not impossible or bewildering, but there are details that we might not completely 
understand. 

I am not going to try to cover every single issue or question. 

 

What we will see is that although Habakkuk understands that God is going to use fearsome, 
wicked Babylon as a means to bring about punishment, it is still difficult for him to 
understand how God will do this. 

The answer that God gives assures Habakkuk that God will give a clear answer. What God 
has promised will not be delayed. 

The choice and challenge that is set before us is whether we will live according to what God 
has revealed or try to come up with our own answers and solutions. 

 

We must cry to God. He has given us direction in His Word. The just shall live by faith. 

 

We will look at Hab. 1:12 – 2:4 in two parts 

1) 1:12 – 2:1 – Habakkuk’s second prayer  

2) 2:2 – 2:4 – A portion of God’s second answer 

 

1) HABAKKUK’S SECOND PRAYER, 1:12 – 2:1 

One of the most precious promises that God has given to us is Romans 8:28. 

Rom. 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 

Do you always live like this promise is true? 

And even when we seek to live consistently, this doesn’t mean that all is going to be easy. 

We know that Romans 8:28 is not a promise of ease, but rather a promise of God’s presence 
and power and love. 

 

Habakkuk has been given God’s first answer. 
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What we see in Habakkuk’s second prayer is a reflection on God’s difficult answer. 

Habakkuk understands but is still wrestling with God’s answer we can say. 

 

As we start looking at verses 12 and following, as I mentioned before, we come across some 
challenging language and questions about translations and interpretations. 

There are three parts to Habakkuk’s prayer. 

Verses 12-13 

Verses 14-17 

Chapter 2:1 

 

Let’s look more closely at what Habakkuk is saying in verses 12-13. 

Verse 12 begins with a question but obviously Habakkuk and we know the answer. 

Are you not from everlasting, O Lord my God, my Holy One? 

 

Moses prayed in Psalm 90:2 

2  Before the mountains were brought forth, 

 Or ever You had formed the earth and the world, 

 Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God. 

 

Habakkuk speaks of God’s holiness in this opening question. 

God cannot tolerate any evil, which is why there is tension or continued questioning here. 

 

Now look at the line in verse 12 that reads, “We shall not die.” 

Some translations read, “You shall not die.” 

Both translations can fit into what Habakkuk is saying, but obviously there is a difference. 

If what we have in our translation is the best, then Habakkuk is understanding that in light of 
God’s eternal nature and holiness, God is going keep His promises to His people. 
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Though there may be suffering, this does not mean the end of God’s people. 

 

Further then at the end of verse 12, Habakkuk understands that God is going to use the 
Chaldeans or Babylonians as His instrument to bring judgment and correction. 

The word for means God is going to use them for this purpose. 

 

Then in verse 13, Habakkuk continues to state what is solid truth concerning the holiness of 
God. 

One translation reads: You are too just to tolerate evil; you are unable to condone 
wrongdoing. 

 

The LORD cannot tolerate any form of evil and sin. It is totally against His being and nature. 

But the question then follows. Why does the LORD then idly look at traitors and remain 
silent when there is great injustice? 

The word look which is used two times in this verse is the same verb as used in 1:3. 

 

We should consider from verse 13 the phrase – those who deal treacherously and the word 
righteous. 

Normally the word translated as treacherously is used for those who are disloyal, those who 
break their promise.  

Here it may not be directly describing the Babylonians but used in a sense of comparison. 

 

And the same thing is true for the word righteous. 

How could God’s people in their rebellion be described as righteous? 

Only in the sense that God had given to Judah/Israel His eternal covenant. 

It is not that Habakkuk is directly stating that God’s people were righteous. He is comparing 
Judah to the Babylonians. 
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In the next section of Habakkuk’s question, verses 14-17, Habakkuk continues his 
questioning, but the imagery now changes. 

To appreciate verse 14 and following we have to consider God’s original purpose and design 
in creation in Genesis 1. 

Gen. 1:26   Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 
over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth.” 

 

What Habakkuk is doing in his question in verse 14 is indicating that there is in judgment a 
reversal of the order and harmony of creation. 

Men who were made to rule over creation now are like fish and creeping things. 

And this imagery leads into a description of Babylon playing the role of fishermen, catching 
the nations into their nets and being filled with joy that the catch is so amazing. 

 

I am not a fisherman, but if you have spent time fishing, you know the thrill of getting a fish 
to bite and even more when you catch the fish and reel it in. 

Habakkuk observes that the Babylonians were becoming very proficient fishermen. 

 

So, Habakkuk’s final question here is whether there will be an end to the destruction and 
havoc the Babylonians were bringing. 

Will he therefore continue to empty his net (same word as verse 15, 16) and without pity 
continually slay nations? 

 

The third part of Habakkuk’s response is found in 2:1. 

Habakkuk will continue to stand at duty in his watch post or observation post. 

Habakkuk will continue to be on the lookout as it were for what the LORD will speak and 
how he will answer concerning his complaint. 
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This verse I think is one reason why Habakkuk’s name should be identified as referring to his 
willingness to embrace and wrestle with the LORD. 

 

Let’s consider two points of application before we look at the Lord’s response. 

1) It is not wrong to cry to the Lord and seek for understanding, for an answer, but we must 
always do so in a humble and respectful way. 

Some like to use the term forgiving God.2 I believe that is a totally abhorrent expression. 

Chris Brauns, in an article on this subject, talks instead of how we must repent before the 
Lord. 

In the end, what we see in the book of Job is that ultimately, to the extent that Job 
blamed God for his suffering, he repented.  He did not “forgive” God. Likewise, the 
Psalmist found an answer, not in forgiving God, but entering the sanctuary of the 
Lord so as to know God more intimately and to be assured that in God’s time, God 
would prevail (Psalm 73:17-18).3 

In times of difficulty and trial you must still seek the Lord and confess your sin to Him. 

 

2) The second application is what we find here in verse 1, that is waiting for the Lord to bring 
an answer in the matter we are needing His direction. 

Psa. 130:5-6  I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; my soul 
waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the 
morning. 

 

2) A PORTION OF GOD’S SECOND ANSWER, HAB. 2:2-4 

The rest of Habakkuk 2 contains God’s response not only to Habakkuk but to all of God’s 
people. 

 
2 https://www.premierchristianity.com/Past-Issues/2012/August-2012/Why-you-have-to-forgive-
God 
3 https://julieroys.com/guest-post-forgive-god/ 
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As we will see God brings a fearsome message to Babylon showing God is indeed concerned 
not only for His people as He both blesses and corrects but the LORD rules over all the 
nations. 

Verses 6-20 contain five woes or taunts against Babylon. 

But before that, the LORD brings a special message that Habakkuk and God’s people needed 
to hear. 

Here is the message in summary: 

God would bring a clear answer. 

God’s answer would not be delayed but would surely come. 

The bottom line is whether we will live based on our own understanding or by faith in God 
and in His revealed truth. 

 

Let’s discuss these three points more. 

The language of verse 2 is challenging, but God is wanting Habakkuk to carefully write down 
a message that would be understood and shared with others. 

The message Habakkuk was writing was to be written on clay tablets. 

It is the last part of verse 2 that is challenging – that he may run who reads it. 

The NET Bible reads:  

Record it legibly on tablets so the one who announces it may read it easily. 

 God is going to give a message and Habakkuk is to make sure that it can be communicated 
with others. 

 

Verse 3 then speaks that the vision that Habakkuk was to record would certainly be fulfilled 
even if it seemed that there was a delay in its fulfillment. 

There is some question whether the vision mentioned in verses 2 and 3 is the entire book of 
Habakkuk or whether it is focused especially on verses 4 and 5. 

I think it makes more sense to understand that vision refers to the entirety of the book 
understood in terms of the message that although God was bringing a fearsome judgment on 
His people, He would also bring judgment to Babylon. 
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God’s purposes would not be frustrated even though it seemed that the promised judgment 
was not coming quickly enough. 

John Calvin wrote: 

It is a common proverb, “Even quickness is delay to desire.” We indeed make such 
haste in all our desires, that the Lord, when he delays one moment, seems to be too 
slow. Thus it may come easily to our mind to expostulate [complain] with him on the 
ground of slowness. 

 

Finally here we come to what is perhaps the key verse in this entire book and one of the most 
central verses of all of Scripture as we will explore more next week, Lord willing. 

 

A great contrast is presented in verse 4, the proud vs. the just. 

The proud could speak of the Babylonians but I don’t think we have to restrict the proud to 
just the Babylonians, but to any who ultimately are just trusting in their own wisdom and 
understanding or power. 

Not all proud people show it. There are humble people on the outside who are filled with 
pride in their hearts. 

 

The contrast is with those who are called just or righteous. 

The word translated as just is a common word in the OT used about 200 times. 

Gen. 6:9   This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his 
generations. Noah walked with God. 

Psalm 1:6  For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

But the way of the ungodly shall perish. 

 

Often this word is used to speak of our Triune God. 

Psa. 7:11  God is a just judge, 

 And God is angry with the wicked every day. 
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We know that the word cannot just speak of righteousness that is measured by human 
obedience or merit. 

The word just/righteous must speak of God’s work of grace with respect to His people. 

 

We will look at this verse in greater detail next week, but we can see how important this verse 
is at this point in Habakkuk’s letter. 

There are many things that we will never understand in terms of the fullness of God’s plan.  

There are countless situations that will no doubt cause us to cry out to the Lord in sorrow and 
suffering. 

But here is the bottom line.  

When you face a situation that you don’t understand, are you going to think you will figure 
out the answer based on your own intellect or ability or will you submit to the Lord? 

 

John Calvin comments on the meaning of the word translated faith here. 

As amunat, is in Hebrew truth, so some regard it as meaning integrity; as though the 
Prophet had said, that the just man has more safety in his faithfulness and pure 
conscience, than there is to the children of this world in all those munitions in which 
they glory. But in this case they coldly [frigidly] extenuate the Prophet’s declaration; 
for they understand not what that righteousness of faith is from which our salvation 
proceeds. It is indeed certain that the Prophet understands by the word amunat, that 
faith which strips us of all arrogance, and leads us naked and needy to God, that we 
may seek salvation from him alone, which would otherwise be far removed from us. 

 

 

We sadly probably all know people that have turned from the truth because of some 
difficulty. 

Plenty of people blame God. 

Many think because of some tragedy, well that must mean God is not who He says He is. 
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While we are saddened by such responses and do everything we can to bring the truth to 
those we know, this type of response is that of pride rather than utter humility before God. 

 

Have you been humbled before the Lord such that you are trusting in Him and in what He 
has revealed or are you living a life of self-trust and pride? 

 

Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My 
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 

 

Prayer 

Closing Hymn: 531 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION – JUDE 24-25 

Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present you faultless Before the 
presence of His glory with exceeding joy, 

 To God our Savior, Who alone is wise, Be glory and majesty, Dominion and power, Both now 
and forever. Amen. 

 


