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Pastor’s Thoughts – Galatians 2 

 
Introduction: 
 
     Today is Saturday, the Pastor’s thoughts for today are taken from Galatians chapter 2:19-
21. As we prepare our hearts to worship, let us praise Him, let us worship Him, for He is 
worthy to be worshipped. Do you really understand exactly what He has accomplished for 
you? Because so many Christians do not understand their union with Christ.  

     They think, they can be righteous and Holy, and in a right relationship with God: By 
doing good, by their good works, or by the keeping of the Law?   

By just doing good – Jeremiah 13:23 - Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his 
spots?  then  may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil. 

By your good works – Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.  

By our keeping the Law  – Romans 3:28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by 
faith without the deeds of the law.  

     If a man could be saved any other way, than through the finished work of the LORD Jesus 
Christ, then ask yourself this very question; Why did God send forth His Son to die? For my 
friend there is but One Way – Jesus said in John 14: I am the way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  

     The Apostle Paul builds the vindication for salvation by grace through faith here in the 
book of Galatians. Because the Galatians like many today, had a common misconception 
that it was required to, add works to the finished work of Christ for Justification. No, no, no 
my friend as the Scripture teaches. 

     This is important my friend – Because if you miss this – you miss the reason for the Cross 
and what it accomplished! Do we not know the difference between justification and 
sanctification? 
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- Justification: PAST TENSE  

- Sanctification: PRESENT TENSE 

- Glorification: FUTURE TENSE 

     Justification: PAST TENSE - I have been saved from the Penalty of Sin. Sanctification: 
PRESENT TENSE - I am being saved from the Power of Sin. Glorification: FUTURE  TENSE - I 
will be saved from the Presence of Sin. Salvation is of the LORD! God will accomplish that 
which He has proposed in His Elect. He will see it through to the end! Because He started it, 
He will finish it! Why do people think – They must add to the finished work of Christ for 
their Justification? Will it puzzles me just as much as it puzzles you, and this very things 
also puzzled the Apostle Paul.  

Galatians 3:1-3 

1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose 
eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? 

2 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the 
hearing of faith? 

3 Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? 

     Having begun in the Spirit, I want you to notice the word Spirit there, - Capitalized  
Because it is God’s Spirit that brings about faith through the new birth.  

Galatians 3:3-5 

3 Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? 

God begins the work of Salvation, and what He starts He will see it through to the end.  

4 Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain.  

5 He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it 
by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?  

     Keeping this in mind, God’s will is always accomplished. So if Salvation is of the LORD, If 
the new birth is by the will of God, If grace and faith are a gift, If God performs a good work 
in you, remember this.  

Philippians 1:6 - Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in 
you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: 
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Jude 1:24 - Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless 
before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,  

     “For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed 
unto him against that day.” If He has begun it in you. He will perform it, He will keep! 

     That’s not faith in yourself my friend, or in your dead works of religion. That is faith in 
God.  And He will accomplish that which He has purposed to do.  

Paul tells us in: 

Galatians 2:16 

16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, 
even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not 
by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. 

Paul is simply stating the facts here –  

- Justification is by faith alone.  

- In the Person of Christ Alone.  

Galatians 2:17-18 

17 But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is 
therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid. 

18 For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.  

     Paul is saying – If you try to make yourself justified by a false system of dead works and 
not Christ. You make yourself a Transgressor! This is a hard saying! Who can hear it? Why 
should we not do this? 

Galatians 2:19 

19 For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God.  

     Because a true believer in Christ is dead to the Law. Dead to the Law so that they might 
live unto God: This is what the Child of God needs to lay hold of. It’s not do, do, do, to be 
saved. But it’s Done!  Not do, do, do, to be saved. But we do because we are saved, dead to the 
Law that we might live unto God – all for His Glory.  
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Galatians 2:20-21 

20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.  

21 I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead 
in vain.  

     This is what the Cross accomplished: Crucified with Christ – all believers, past, present 
and future.. . . . All that the Father gave Him.  By Faith, we are dead to the Law and declared 
Justified by the Sovereign God of all creation.  

- A onetime declaration, by God, through faith in His Son. 

     Now let us live our life unto God. We live, yet not us, but Christ liveth in us – and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me. This is the joy of our eternal hope in Christ. Let us not think that we must 
add to His finished work. Because it is not – do, do, do, but my friend in Christ – its DONE!  

Galatians 2:21 

21 I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead 
in vain.  

Ephesians 1:4 - According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: Because in Christ it is done! 

II Thessalonians 2:13 - But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren 
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: Because in Christ it is done! 

II Timothy 1:9 - Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before 
the world began. Because in Christ it is done! 

     Does that not move you to love and serve Him all the more? Knowing what He has done 
for you. Do not frustrate the Grace of God! For if you build again the things which are 
destroyed, you make yourself a transgressor of the Grace of God. Let us not glory in what 
we have done. Let us therefore glory in what He has done. For of him, and through him, and 
to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen. To God be the Glory! 

 


