
REVELATION – SERMON 19 
 

LITTLE CHURCH, BIG GOD 
 

Revelation 3:8-10 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
• Many seek honour and glory of this life and this world, but do not care for 

the Lord’s approval. 
 
• “For not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom the Lord 

commendeth.” (2 Corinthians 10:18) 
 
• My opinion of myself, and the world’s opinion of me, is irrelevant: it is 

God’s opinion that matters. 
 
• “That which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of 

God.” (Luke 16:15) 
 
• The world saw the Philadelphian church as weak, poor and pitiable. 
 
• But in God’s sight they were great – He had nothing but commendation 

for them. 
 
• They were not the only church among the seven who were commended 

for their labour for the Lord. 
 
• But their works were not tainted by a loveless heart as with the 

Ephesians; or spoiled by false teaching and immorality as with the 
Thyatirans. 

 
• They were the way a church is supposed to be. 
 
• The modern day “Church Growth Movement” takes a pragmatic approach 

to luring more people into their churches through entertainment, and by 
being “culturally relevant”, and whose mottos is, “Does it work?” 

 
• This is far removed from the Scriptural pattern for the church that is to 

please and obey the Lord, not pander to the lusts of sinful men. 
 



• The church in Philadelphia did not employ “seeker sensitive” methods to 
please the world, but rather stood faithfully upon the word of God. 

 
I. THEY WERE UNSUBSTANTIAL YET STRONG IN FAITH 
 

A. Little strength 
 

1. Small in number, limited in resources, of low social status 
 

2. We all must recognise our weakness and helplessness without 
God (Romans 5:6; cf. Proverbs 30:26) 

 
3. God delights in using weak vessels for His glory (1 Corinthians 

1:26-29) 
 

4. God’s true churches have generally been comprised of the lower 
classes 

 
5. Note that even though they were weak and small, the Lord “knew” 

them and their works (Matthew 18:20)   
 

6. It is often these smaller, less prominent churches that are used of 
God to spread the Gospel (2 Corinthians 8:1-5) 

 
7. God is not limited by human weakness 

 
a. “There is no restraint to the LORD to save by many or by few” 

(1 Samuel 14:6) 
 

b. Asa said, “LORD, it is nothing with thee to help, whether with 
many, or with them that have no power” (2 Chronicles 14:8-
11) 

 
8. Paul came to understand, “when I am weak, then am I strong” (2 

Corinthians 12:5-10) 
 

9. The faithful servants of God throughout history, “out of weakness 
were made strong” (Hebrews 11:34) 

 
II. THEY WERE UNWAVERING IN THEIR STAND FOR THE FAITH 
 

A. They kept God’s word 
 

1. They possessed the word of God and preserved it 



 
2. They obeyed God’s word 

 
a. Obedience is proof that we love God (John 14:15,21; 15:10) 

 
b. Obedience is blessed by God (Revelation 1:3; 22:7) 

 
3. They kept the word with patience (v.10) 

 
a. The believer is to patiently wait for Christ (2 Thessalonians 

3:5) 
 

b. The believer must patiently bear the cross and endure the 
trials that attend the Christian life (Revelation 14:12) 

 
B. They did not deny Christ’s name (cf. 2:13) 

 
1. This is to openly confess Christ before men (Matthew 10:32; 

Romans 10:9-10) 
 

2. This is to live in a manner that accords with our profession (Titus 
1:16) 

 
3. This is to have not only the form of godliness, but the power of it 

also (2 Timothy 3:5) 
 

4. Those who deny not the Lord will have open doors set before 
them 

 
III. THEY WERE UNYIELDING AGAINST SATANIC FOES 
 

A. They faced persecution particularly from the Jews of the city 
 

1. The church in Smyrna also suffered at the hands of the Jews (2:9) 
 

2. The Jews were particularly cruel to any Jews who converted to 
Christianity, ostracising them and cutting them off from their 
community 

 
3. They persecuted the church generally by slandering them 

 
4. They attempted to corrupt the churches by introducing the false 

doctrine of legalism (Acts 15:1) which was effectively a false 
gospel (Galatians 1:6-7) 



 
5. Though such Jews regarded themselves as God’s chosen race 

(Matthew 3:7-12), they were in fact children of the devil (John 
8:44; cf. Romans 2:28-29) 

 
6. Throughout history, the most vehement persecution of Christians 

has come from those who claim to serve God (John 16:2) 
 

B. Though often using human means, Satan is at the root of opposition 
to God’s people 

 
1. It is a spiritual battle we are engaged in (Ephesians 6:12) 

 
2. Satan is the accuser of the brethren (Revelation 12:10) 

 
3. Satan desires to sift believers, tempting them to sin and deny their 

Lord (Luke 22:31) 
 

C. At His coming, Christ will force these persecutors to worship the true 
God in the presence of the Christians, honouring them and 
acknowledging their own wicked works against Christ and His people 
(cf. Genesis 42:6; Isaiah 60:14) 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
1. The question is not, “How big is your church?” but “How big is your God?” 
 
2. Our strength comes not from ourselves, but from the Lord (Ephesians 

6:10) 
 
3. Just as a the strength of a tree lies in its roots, hidden from sight, so the 

believer’s source of strength is hidden from man’s sight, rooted in the 
Lord Jesus Christ (Colossians 2:6-7) 

 
4. Those who rely on their own strength shall faint, but “they that wait upon 

the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not 
faint.” (Isaiah 40:28-31) 

 
5. “It is the greatest of all mistakes to do nothing because you can only do a 

little. Do what you can.” – Sydney Smith (1771 - 1845) 


