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I. NAME OF THE BOOK 

A. The title of the book is given in the first verse of the first chapter in Revelation saying, “The 

Revelation of Jesus Christ”. 

B. Rather than identifying the author or the recipients with the name of the book, the name gives the 

purpose of the book and the central figure of the book. 

C. The word “revelation” is the Greek word apokalupsis and means an uncovering or unveiling. Here, 

revelation is that which God unveils and makes known regarding the future prophetic events in the 

end times. 

D. The key figure in the book of Revelation is the Lord Jesus Christ. In Revelation, Christ is affirmed as 

Deity (“Alpha and Omega” - Rev 22:13), Sovereign (“throne of God and of the Lamb” - Rev 22:1, 3), 

Pre-eminent (“King of Kings and Lord of Lords” - Rev 19:16), Righteous Judge (Rev 19:11), Ruler 

over life and death (“I have the keys of death and of Hades” - Rev 1:18), Revealer of the things to 

come (Rev 1:1, 19), and the One Who is coming again (Rev 2:16; 3:11; 22:7, 12, 20). 

II. AUTHORSHIP OF REVELATION 

A. John identified himself four times in Revelation (Rev 1:1, 4, 9; 22:8). This is the same apostle John 

(John of Zebedee) who wrote the Gospel of John and the three epistles of John. However, he did not 

identify himself in either his gospel (neither did the other authors of the three gospels) or his epistles. 

Nevertheless, the early church fathers unanimously viewed the apostle John as the author of all of 

these writings. 

B. In regard to the authorship of Revelation, Justin Martyr (approx. A.D. 135) wrote, “There was a 

certain man with us, whose name was John, one of the apostles of Christ, who prophesied, by a 

revelation that was made to him, that those who believed in our Christ would dwell a thousand years 

in Jerusalem; and that thereafter the general, and, in short, the eternal resurrection and judgment of 

all men would likewise take place” (Dialogue with Trypho, chap. 81). Since Justin Martyr lived in 

Ephesus for a time, and Ephesus was one of the churches to which John wrote, Justin Martyr’s 

testimony is especially significant. 

C. In addition to Justin Martyr’s account, we may add the testimony from the writings of Tertullian, 

Hippolytus, Clement of Alexandria, and Origen.  

D. Additional evidence is mounted when John’s testimony to be on the isle of Patmos is verified. This is 

substantiated by Clement of Alexandria, Eusebius, and Irenaeus who stated that John lived in Ephesus 

after he returned from exile on the isle of Patmos. 

III. PLACE OF PATMOS 

A. In Rev 1:9, John wrote that he “was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the 

testimony of Jesus.” Tacitus wrote that islands became places where prisoners were sent. He 

mentioned three, Donusa, Gyarus, and Amorgus. Patmos was not named among them which suggests 

that it was not a primary place of exile. John was sent to the island of Patmos to which Dr. Todd 

Bolen stated that, “It is not clear if John was imprisoned on Patmos or banished there to live.” 

B. Patmos is only 7.5 miles long and 6 miles at the widest point. The 13 square mile area is a volcanic 

island made up largely of rocks and a treeless landscape. 

C. Patmos is the small northernmost island of the Dodecanese Islands. Two other islands from the 

Dodecanese are mentioned in Act 21:1, namely Cos and Rhodes.  

D. The most impressive building on the island is the Monastery of St. John the Theologian. It was 

constructed in 1088 by a man named Christodoulos in the town of Chora. It was surrounded by 50-

foot walls to ward off ancient pirates. It was built on top of the early remains of a temple of Artemis. 

In fact, an inscription was found that mentioned the temple of Artemis.  

E. Another important site is the Cave of the Apocalypse. This is the spot where it is believed that the 

apostle John stayed on the island. Some suggest it was the place where he received the visions that he 

recorded in the book of Revelation. 

IV. DATE OF WRITING 

A. No other book in the Bible has had its date of writing so fiercely contested among evangelicals like 

the Book of Revelation. In this particular case, the dating of the writing of the Book of Revelation 

influences the context and the interpretation of the book. 

B. There are two main views concerning the date of the writing. The first view holds that John wrote 

Revelation before AD 70. So, Revelation is essentially a historical look at of the destruction of 
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Jerusalem. The second view holds that John wrote the book after AD 70. Therefore, the prophecies 

are yet to be fulfilled in the future. 

C. The first view (Early Date) usually posits that the writing was some time during Nero’s reign (approx. 

AD 68). This view is without external evidence, so it must rest its case on raising questions about the 

second view’s evidence. The argument attempts to downplay external evidence in general and/or to 

make the assumption that the early church fathers erred in their dates concerning when John wrote 

Revelation. Both of these arguments are tenuous at best. 

D. The second view (Later Date) usually gives the writing a date at the end of Domitian’s reign during 

the end of the first century (approx. AD 95).  

1. This view was widely held by the early church. The second-century church father Irenaeus 

wrote, “We will not, however, incur the risk of pronouncing positively as to the name of 

Antichrist; for if it were necessary that his name should be distinctly revealed in this present 

time, it would have been announced by him who beheld the apocalyptic vision [the book of 

Revelation]. For that was seen no very long time since, but almost in our day, towards the 

end of Domitian’s reign” (Against Heresies, 5.30.3). Mounce, in his commentary on 

Revelation, mentioned other church fathers, While Clement of Alexandria and Origen in the 

early third century do not actually use the name of Domitian, there is little doubt that he is 

the emperor they have in mind. Later references quite explicitly place the Apocalypse in the 

time of Domitian: Victorinus, Eusebius, and Jerome.”  

2. The persecution mentioned among the churches (Rev 2:10, 13) fits better with the 

widespread persecution under Domitian. The persecution under Nero was mostly limited to 

Rome. Domitian persecuted Christians anywhere he could find them. 

3. Though Nero persecuted Christians in Rome and several emperors demanded deification, it 

was Domitian who demanded to be addressed as Dominus et Deus (“Lord and God”). It was 

specifically Domitian who persecuted Christians outside of Rome if they did not address him 

as “Lord and God.” 

4. In his own right, Domitian was more than capable of horrendous Christian persecution. He 

proposed a test-oath among Christians that if they refused to take it, they received the 

sentence of death. If they took it and professed to be Christians, the sentence was the same. 

5. The condition of the churches was relatively healthy when Paul wrote his letters before being 

beheaded by Nero in Rome (AD 68) (Ephesians, Colossians, 1 & 2 Timothy). By the time 

Revelation was written some thirty years later, the churches had significantly declined 

spiritually. Most had been deeply infiltrated by false doctrine and Ephesus had lost its “first 

love.” 

6. Paul never mentioned the false teaching of the Nicolaitans in his writings. However, by the 

time Revelation was written, they were a full-blown heretical group at the churches of 

Ephesus and Pergamum (Rev 2:6, 15). In addition, the Nicolaitans were so well known to 

these churches that no explanation was necessary. 

V. INTERPRETATIONS 

A. There is no question that apocalyptic literature can be the most challenging type of literature to 

interpret. There are four main views of interpretation. They are the Preterist View, Historicist View, 

Idealist View, and Futurist View. 

B. Preterist View - The term preterist comes from the Latin word praeter and means “past.” Basically, 

this position holds that Revelation is a historical (“past”) account of the first-century Roman Empire. 

1. This view denies the future prophecies that are described in the Book of Revelation itself 

(Rev 1:3; 22:7, 10, 18–19). The phrase the “time is near” often refers to the impending 

nature of the 2nd Coming. 

2. As terrible as the destruction of Jerusalem was in AD 70, the events prophesied in the book 

of Revelation obviously have not taken place in the magnitude in which they were described 

in apocalyptic terms. 

3. Though not all Preterists are completely faithful to that system, the logical conclusion of 

Preterism follows that Christ’s Second Coming has taken place in one sense or another. 

C. Historicist View - This view holds that Revelation is a panoramic history of the church from the 

apostolic age until today.  

1. However, in order to match Revelation with history, they often allegorize the text to make 

events fit (e.g., the fall of Rome to the barbarians, the rise of the Roman Catholic Church, the 

advent of Islam, and even the French Revolution). 

2. Because allegorizing is so arbitrary, the interpretations of the Historicists conflict among 

themselves and the actual events of history. 
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D. Idealist View - This approach depicts Revelation in a timeless struggle between good and evil. This 

view is neither historical nor predictive but simply thematic.  

1. Like the other views, this view also denies the prophetic nature of the Book of Revelation. 

2. This view basically denies any and all actual future events. 

3. Unfortunately, this view is reduced to a collection of myths and fables designed for spiritual 

lessons.  

E. Futurist View - The Futurist View holds that chapters 4-22 are future predictions concerning actual 

people, places, and events. 

1. This is the only view that interprets Revelation with the same literal, grammatical-historical 

hermeneutical method by which all other Scripture is interpreted. 

2. It is understood that there are various genres used in Scripture (apocalyptic, poetry, narrative, 

didactic etc.) and Revelation is certainly apocalyptic with its symbolic and vivid imagery. 

While symbolism is not to be taken literally (e.g., anthropomorphism - Psa 91:4), it has a 

literal message or may refer to a literal event. 

3. An example of apocalyptic symbolism is found in Rev 19:11-15. Even though this section is 

symbolically prophetic, it is predicting a literal future event known as “the Second Coming 

of Christ” (cp. Zec 14:2-4). 

4. The Futurist View is the position that will be taken in our study of the book of Revelation. 

VI. OBSERVATIONS AND APPLICATIONS 

A. Revelation is a book with blessings. The book of Revelation begins with a blessing and ends with a 

blessing. 

B.  Rev 1:3 states that there is a blessing for everyone who hears the words of the prophecy and takes 

heed to the things written in it. 

C. Rev 22:7 reiterates the message that the one who takes heed to the words of the prophecy of this book 

will be blessed. 

1. We are blessed when Christ’s glory is revelated to us in His deity, sovereignty, pre-

eminence, and power over life and death. 

2. We are blessed by understanding that God is sovereign and has a sovereign plan for the 

future that will not be thwarted. 

3. We are blessed when we understand God’s future plan by way of the Tribulation, Second 

Coming, Millennium, Great White Throne Judgment, and the New Heavens and New Earth 

in eternity. 

4. We are blessed when our lives are made more righteous and more holy by seeing the Lord’s 

righteous and holy judgments. 

5. We are blessed when we get a glimpse of our salvation, the marriage of the Lamb, the 

marriage feast, and eternity spent with Christ. 

6. We are blessed when we, because of the words in this book, are motivated to share salvation 

with others. 

 


