
Jesus Calls “Follow Me”: ‘Not Me’ To ‘Sold Out’
What does it mean to “Follow Jesus” -- Hearing His Universal Call

(Part 1)  (August 29, 2021)  (Matthew 4:18-19 KJV; Acts 26:12-18 KJV)

Jesus began His ministry saying -- Follow Me:
● Matthew 4:18-19 KJV And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called

Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. (19) And he saith
unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.

Jesus “saith” His desires and promises:
● Believe: John 14:1 KJV Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.

● Paul expounds: Romans 10:8-9 KJV But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, [even] in thy
mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; (9) That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

● Greatest commandment  -- greatest desire: Luke 10:27-28 KJV And he answering said, Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength,
and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. (28) And he said unto him, Thou hast
answered right: this do, and thou shalt live.

● Jesus prepares a special place for us: John 14:3 KJV And if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, [there] ye may be also.

● The way: John 14:6 KJV Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me.

● Desire for fellowship and the joy connected:  “That your joy might be full”:  “Abide in me” is
used 5 times (John 15:1-15 KJV)
● Paul expounds: 1 Corinthians 1:9 KJV God [is] faithful, by whom ye were called unto the

fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
● Ordained and called: John 15:16 KJV Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and

ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and [that] your fruit should remain: that
whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.

● Response when called -- disciples: Matthew 4:20 KJV And they straightway left [their] nets,
and followed him.

The four stages of who is called to “Follow Me”:
● The “Not”:  Visitors; spectators, those wanting prayer (or money) by/from God’s people, those

in the hearing area -- usually anonymous (Zacchaeus - Luke 19:1-10 KJV) (Tom Papania)
● Jesus sees and knows: John 2:23-25 KJV Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in

the feast [day], many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did. (24)
But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all [men], (25) And needed
not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.

● Seekers:  Usually seeking answers to their own questions (Rich young ruler - Matthew 19:16–30
KJV; Mark 10:17–31 KJV; Luke 18:18–30 KJV);  (Mary at the feet of Jesus - Luke 10:38-42 KJV);
(Andrew asking “where dwellest thou” and telling Peter “we have found Messias” - John
1:35-42 KJV)
● Seek and find -- when: Jeremiah 29:13 KJV And ye shall seek me, and find [me], when ye

shall search for me with all your heart.
● Hebrews 11:6 KJV But without faith [it is] impossible to please [him]: for he that cometh

to God must believe that he is, and [that] he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
● Believers: Romans 10:8-9 KJV rewarded Romans 10:13 KJV For whosoever shall call upon

the name of the Lord shall be saved.



● “Sold Out” -- those that want to wade out a little deeper:
● Kingdom seekers become kingdom builders: Matthew 6:33-34 KJV But seek ye first the

kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. (34)
Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things
of itself. Sufficient unto the day [is] the evil thereof.

● Kingdom builders are all in: Matthew 28:18-20 KJV And Jesus came and spake unto them,
saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. (19) Go ye therefore, and teach
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
(20) Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am
with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen.

God uses “jolts” to move us stage to stage -- we do not drift:
● Seeker to kingdom builder -- Apostle Paul testimonial: Acts 26:12-15 KJV Whereupon as I went

to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, (13) At midday, O king, I saw
in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and
them which journeyed with me. (14) And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice
speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? [it
is] hard for thee to kick against the pricks. (15) And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I
am Jesus whom thou persecutest.

● Jolt of pain:  Brightness; blindness; fallen to earth; the kicking “against the pricks” (goad)
● Jolt of truth: “why persecutest thou me”;  “I am Jesus whom thou persecutest”
● Jolt of love (mercy & grace) -- Paul explains his stages in 1 Timothy 1:1-17 KJV:  Worst

persecutor to apostle; trusted with the “glorious gospel”; counted faithful; “put” into the
ministry; credits God’s mercy
● 1 Timothy 1:14 KJV And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and

love which is in Christ Jesus.

God’s jolts come with a directive/commandment: Acts 26:16-17 KJV But rise, and stand
upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness
both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee;
(17) Delivering thee from the people, and [from] the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee,
● Rise & stand; I jolted you “for this purpose”; make you a minister & witness (testimonial); of

things seen and things to come; “now I send thee”

God’s jolts become our mission: Acts 26:18 KJV To open their eyes, [and] to turn [them] from
darkness to light, and [from] the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins,
and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.

We are jolted into hearing the call of “Follow Me”:
Pain, suffering, tragedy

Hearing the true word of God
Realizing the mercy & grace of God which is the love of God

Fully jolted -- God is so, so good:
John 3:16 KJV For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.


