
Satan’s Hidden Agenda: Be Aware of The Limited Power
Hosea 4:6 KJV My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: . . . . . . .

(Part 5) (August 22, 2021)  (Ephesians 2:1-8 KJV

Background:
● Before believe: Ephesians 2:1-3 KJV And you [hath he quickened], who were dead in

trespasses and sins; (2) Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world,
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of
disobedience: (3) Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of
wrath, even as others.

● After believe -- “But God”: Ephesians 2:4-8 KJV But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great
love wherewith he loved us, (5) Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together
with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) (6) And hath raised [us] up together, and made [us] sit
together in heavenly [places] in Christ Jesus: (7) That in the ages to come he might shew the
exceeding riches of his grace in [his] kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. (8) For by grace
are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God:

● Oops: 1 Corinthians 2:8 KJV Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they
known [it], they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

● How did we get in this situation: Romans 5:12 KJV Wherefore, as by one man sin entered
into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

● The saving plan: Luke 19:10 KJV For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which
was lost.

Be aware of satan’s limited powers : (From BlueletterBible.org)
● He Is Not Opposite Of God: God is all-powerful, everywhere present, and all-knowing. Satan is

none of these. He does not have unlimited power, he cannot be everywhere at once, and he
does not know everything. He is a created, limited being. He depends upon God for his
existence.

● He Approaches God As A Subordinate Not An Equal: Job 1:6 KJV Now there was a day when
the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among
them.

● He Cannot Tempt Without God's Permission -- Satan was unable to tempt Jesus without the
permission of the Holy Spirit: Matthew 4:1 KJV Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted of the devil.
● Job 1:12 KJV And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath [is] in thy power; only

upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD.
● He Cannot Influence Nature Without God's Permission: Job 1:12, 16, 19 KJV And the LORD

said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath [is] in thy power; only upon himself put not forth
thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD. ... (16) While he [was] yet
speaking, there came also another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath
burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to
tell thee. ... (19) And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four
corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and I only am
escaped alone to tell thee.

● He Cannot Mention A Believer's Name Without God’s Permission: Job 2:3 KJV And the LORD
said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that [there is] none like him in the earth,
a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth
fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause.



● He Cannot Physically Harm Without God's Permission: Job 2:3-6 KJV And the LORD said unto
Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that [there is] none like him in the earth, a
perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth
fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause. (4) And
Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life.
(5) But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy
face. (6) And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he [is] in thine hand; but save his life.

● He Cannot Kill Without God's Permission: Job 2:6 KJV And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold,
he [is] in thine hand; but save his life.
● Satan has the power of death but not the authority: Hebrews 2:14 KJV Forasmuch then as

the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same;
that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;

● He Cannot Touch At All Without God's Permission -- satan’s complaint: Job 1:10 KJV Hast not
thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side?
thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land.
● 1 John 5:18 KJV We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is

begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.
● He Cannot Force Believers To Do Anything (Paul’s mission): Acts 26:18 KJV To open their

eyes, [and] to turn [them] from darkness to light, and [from] the power of Satan unto God,
that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by
faith that is in me.

● He Cannot Read Our Thoughts -- Only God: Psalm 139:4 KJV For [there is] not a word in my
tongue, [but], lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether.
● 1 John 3:20 KJV For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth

all things.
● Psalm 94:11 KJV The LORD knoweth the thoughts of man, that they [are] vanity.

● He Does Not Know The Future: Isaiah 46:9-10 KJV Remember the former things of old: for I
[am] God, and [there is] none else; [I am] God, and [there is] none like me, (10) saying, My
counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:

● He Does Not Know What We Dreamed: Daniel 2:27-28 KJV Daniel answered in the presence
of the king, and said, The secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise [men], the
astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, shew unto the king; (28) But there is a God in
heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in
the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these;

● He Is A Coward: James 4:7 KJV Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he
will flee from you.

● God will prevail: 2 Corinthians 2:14 KJV Now thanks [be] unto God, which always causeth us
to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.

Beware -- be aware:
● Be knowledgeable: Hosea 4:6 KJV My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because

thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing
thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.
● 1 Timothy 2:4 KJV Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of

the truth.
● Be vigilant: 1 Peter 5:8 KJV Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a

roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:
● Be persuaded: Romans 8:38-39 KJV For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor

angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, (39) Nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is
in Christ Jesus our Lord.


