David’s Flight and David’s Faith. 11 Samuel 15:13-16:14 8/22/10 #21

Introduction and review:
A. | and Il Samuel are about Israel looking for a leader: Eli, Samuel, Saul, David.
B. Civil war in Israel. 11 Samuel 15-20
1. Absalom’srebellion: stealing hearts, then stealing the kingdom. 15:1-12
a. David sflight (with meetings) 15:13-16:14
(1) Theclash of the counselors. 16:15-17:23
(1) The clash of thearmies. 17:24-18:33
a. David’sreturn (with meetings) 19
1. Therebelion isdecisively crushed. 20

David fleesinto the wilderness and encountersfriends and enemies. 15:13-16:14

A. David makesa quick escape. 15:13-18
1. Fleeingisnot new for David. | Sam. 19:12,18 22:17
2. Why does David leave the concubines behind? v. 16 12:11-12 16:21-22
3. How could the people of Israel turn against David after all he had done for them?

B. David’sloyal foreign friend Ittai the Gittite accompanies him into exile. v. 19-23
1. Ittai isan unlikely friend, being a Philistine from Gath (Goliath’s hometown).
2. David encourages Ittai to take him and hismen to safety. v. 19-20
3. Ittai declares hiswillingnessto follow David to thedeath. v. 20-22 Ruth 1:16-17

C. David’'spriestly friends are sent back to Jerusalem with theark of God. v. 24-29
1. David refusesto usetheark of God asatalisman (lucky charm). v. 25a | Sam. 4
2. Hesubmitshimsdf tothe LORD’swill. v. 25b-26 22:20 Ps. 3.8
3. Healso asks Zadok and Abiathar to be his‘eyes in Jerusalem. v. 27-28 17:15ff

D. David learnsthat one of his closest friends, Ahithophel, hasbetrayed him. v. 30-31
David praysthat the LORD will turn Ahithophel’s counsel to foolishness.

E. David's special friend Hushai will stay behind and play a vital role. v. 32-37 16:17
1. Hushai would be of no help in theflight to exile. v. 32-33
2. But hecould be very useful in Jerusalem asa spy (an answer to prayer?) v. 34-36

F. David isdeceived by afalsefriend (‘frienemy’), Ziba. 16:1-4 9:1ff 19:24-30
1. Ziba comesbearing gifts while claiming that M ephibosheth, to whom such mercy
had been shown, has betrayed David. v. 1-2
2. David rashly judges M ephibosheth and rewards Ziba. v. 3-4 Deut. 19:15
3. Later Mephibosheth contradicts Ziba' sstory. 19:24-30
4. David'scarelessnessillustrateswarningsin Proverbs. Pr. 18:13,15,17 25:2 29:5

G. David spares hisenemy Shimei who triesto hurt him when heisdown. 16:5-13

1. Shimei, anobleman who isa relative of Saul, curses David claiming that his
calamity isthe LORD’sjudgment upon him for bloodshed against Saul. v. 5-8
David refusesto let Abishai kill Shimei. v. 9-11 3:39 19:22
David hopesthat the LORD will reward him for hishumble forebearance. v. 12
Later, Shimei changes histune, but in the end heispunished. 19:16ff | Ki. 2: 36ff
Who else dared curse David, the LORD’s anointed one? | Sam. 17:43 Ps. 2

ahsrwnN

H. David finally reachesthe Jordan exhausted and humbled. 16:14 15:23,30 Gal. 6:7
Arethe covenant promisesin danger?



avid'sdarkest hour foreshadowsthat of Christ.
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D
. Jesus, the Son of David, wasrejected by Hisown people. 15:13 Jo. 1:11 19:151s. 53:3
B. Therearegeographic detailsin common. 15:23,30 Luke 19:37,41 22:39ff John 18:1
C. In Hisdarkest hour afew wereloyal to King Jesus. Luke 23:42
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Jesus had some unlikely followers. Luke 7:919:5 Mark 7:26ff

. Jesus, like David, sought to protect hisloyal followers. 15:20 John 18:8

Jesuswaswearied in His humiliation. John 19:28

. Jesus, like David, was betrayed by a false friend. 15:31 16:23 Ps. 55:8 41:8-9 Jo 13:18
. Jesus, like David, did not take revenge upon those who reviled Him, but remained

dglent, entrusting Himself to the Father. 16:10ff 1s. 53:7 | Pe. 2:23 Acts8:32
Jesus, like David, also restrains His followers from taking revenge on His behalf.
16:10 Luke 9:54ff Mt. 26:51ff

Jesus, like David, saw that His suffering was ultimately from God. 16:11 15:25-26
Isa. 53:10 Luke 22:29ff Acts?2:23

. Unlike David, Jesus was humiliated, not for hisown sin, but for ours. 12:10 | Pe. 2: 24f
. Jesus, like David, was brought back again to glory after His humiliation because the

LORD ddlighted in Him. 15:2516:12 Mt. 27:43 Acts2:24

IV. Application: Learn from David and from Jesusthe Son of David.

A.
B.

<

Sin has consequences. Beware, what you sow you shall reap. 12:10-12 Gal. 6:7
Trust God in the midst of your trials. Job 13:15

1. In David’ sdarkest hour he submitted to the LORD’swill. 15:25-26 16:10-11
2. If you have sinned, humble yourself before God and seek Hismercy. |sa. 55:6ff
3. God usesyour trialsto conform you to Christ. Ps. 119:67 Ro. 8:28-29 Heb. 12
4. Thereisatimeto grieve, but not asthose who have no hope. 15:30

5. Pray asDavid prayed. 15:31b Psalm 34155

It isappropriate to take action seeking answersto your prayers. 15:14,27-28,34ff

. Truefriendsareagreat help in timesof trial. Pr.17:17 27:9f 18:24b 11 Ti. 1:16-18

1. Beafriend, especially to those who suffer. Pr. 27:10

2. Becareful not to misread God’s providence in thetrials of others. 16:8 Pr. 24:17f
When othersinsult and dander you, imitate Christ (and David) by being humble and
patient. 16:10ff | Pe. 2:21-23 Ro. 12:17-21 Pr. 26:2

Just because our side seemsto be badly losing does not mean that God will not act.
Ps. 40:1,11-14

Conclusion: Areyou afriend to Jesus, the LORD’s Anointed One? 15:15,21,37
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E.

The people of Jerusalem were fair weather friendsto David. 15:6,12 19:8ff

Christ has many fair weather friends. Mark 4:1ff John 6:66-71

David, when re ected by most, had a few friends who stood with him. 15:21

Will you stand with Jesus, even when all seem to beagainst Him? | Pe. 4:12 Phil. 1:21
Mark 8:34ff 11 Co. 1:8ff 4:7ff John 12:26

Oneday Jesuswill return in glory to reward Hisfriends and to judge His enemies.

Discussion guestions

1. How does David illustrate the balance between prayerfully trusting God and taking action?
2. What are some parallels between David’s humiliation and the sufferings of Christ?

3. What isthe greatest difference between David’ s suffering and the suffering of Jesus?

4. How is Ahithophel like Judas?

5. How haveyou, like David, experienced the consequences of sin in your life? Gal. 6:7

6. How can you follow David’s example when in the midst of trials?

7. Isthere someonein trouble to whom you can express loyal friendship?

8. What do welearn from David about responding to our enemies?

9. How can we, like Ittai, show loyal friendship to Jesus?



