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Every Church sings praises to  God…Every Church sings praises to  God…   

••   WHY do we sing in our worship service?WHY do we sing in our worship service?   
••   Just because  of  t radi tion…? Or  beJust because  of  t radi tion…? Or  be cause  God’s  word?cause  God’s  word?   

••   Is the singing as important as the Preaching of the Word? Or even more Is the singing as important as the Preaching of the Word? Or even more 
important than the Preaching? important than the Preaching?   

••   What Purpose we pursue with our songs and hymns?What Purpose we pursue with our songs and hymns?   
••   Characteristics of those songs to fulfill  THAT purpose?Characteristics of those songs to fulfill  THAT purpose?   
••   How can we differentiate betweeHow can we differentiate between an n an appropriateappropriate  hymn to worship God  hymn to worship God 

and some other and some other inappropriateinappropriate??   
••   Is there a right musical Style for Corporate worship? What is  it?Is there a right musical Style for Corporate worship? What is  it?   
••   Is MUSIC itself a NEUTRAL matter that we should leave to our own taste Is MUSIC itself a NEUTRAL matter that we should leave to our own taste 

and preference?and preference?   
••   What about the musical Instruments? What about the musical Instruments? How to discriminate? Are they all How to discriminate? Are they all 

appropriateappropriate  for worship? for worship?   
  
What does the Bible say?What does the Bible say?   

••   It depends on WHO do you ask the question to!It depends on WHO do you ask the question to!   
••   Charismatics open up the Psalms and find commands to clap,  dance,  and Charismatics open up the Psalms and find commands to clap,  dance,  and 

shout (Ps.35:27; 47:1; 149:3)shout (Ps.35:27; 47:1; 149:3)   
••   Presbyterians insist thatPresbyterians insist that  Scripture should be read only by ordained  Scripture should be read only by ordained 

ministers (Nehemiah 8:2ministers (Nehemiah 8:2 -- 7).7).   
••   Others emphasize cultural relevance promoting contemporary music Others emphasize cultural relevance promoting contemporary music 

(1Cor.9:22).(1Cor.9:22).   
••   Some take NT silence on instruments to worship a Capella only.Some take NT silence on instruments to worship a Capella only.   
••   Others claim Classical Hymns are the only acOthers claim Classical Hymns are the only acceptable music.ceptable music.   
••   Others claim the Psalms are the only songs  acceptable.Others claim the Psalms are the only songs  acceptable.   
••   Reformed Baptists  hold the “Regulative Principle” to forbid everything that Reformed Baptists  hold the “Regulative Principle” to forbid everything that 

it is  not specifically commanded by God.it is  not specifically commanded by God.   
••   Some forbid choirs ,  specia l  music ,  instruments,  announcements ,  e tc .Some forbid choirs ,  specia l  music ,  instruments,  announcements ,  e tc .   

••   Others think the Bible says nothing!! (“Whatever Principle”).Others think the Bible says nothing!! (“Whatever Principle”).   
••   Can we propose a Can we propose a Biblical Theology Biblical Theology about Corporate Worship?about Corporate Worship?   

  



  

Recommended Bibliography Recommended Bibliography   
Note: These books are mentioned in the order I happened to review them through the time I studied 
the subject. I give my personal perception about each one of them, but you may judge yourself after 
you read them. Also take into consideration that some of them are more inclined to Traditional 
music and others go the opposite way to be inclined toward Contemporary music. Regardless their 
preferences over music styles, it is valuable to ponder everyone’s arguments and compare them with 
the Scripture’s Principles or factual evidence before you embrace your own opinion on the subject. 

•• Pop Goes the  Gospel  Pop Goes the  Gospel  ( John Blanc(John Blanc hard) .  This  book is  an a t tempt  to  take  hard) .  This  book is  an a t tempt  to  take  ca lmcalm ,  ,  
balanced,  and biblical  look a t  the  whole  subjec t  of  what  has  been cal led ' ente r ta inment balanced,  and biblical  look a t  the  whole  subjec t  of  what  has  been cal led ' ente r ta inment 
evangelism' .  John Blanchard focused his  subjec t  on the  problem of  ROCK music  and he  evangelism' .  John Blanchard focused his  subjec t  on the  problem of  ROCK music  and he  
quotes  a  lot  of  non be lievers  who work quotes  a  lot  of  non be lievers  who work in  the  Ente r ta inment Industry of  Musical  in  the  Ente r ta inment Industry of  Musical  
Productions so the  readers  may understand the  I NTENTI ONAL agenda behind the  Productions so the  readers  may understand the  I NTENTI ONAL agenda behind the  
MUSIC BUSI NESS.  This  book was an EYE OPENER for  me  and I  loved the  way John MUSIC BUSI NESS.  This  book was an EYE OPENER for  me  and I  loved the  way John 
Blanchard br ings the  EVI DENCE quoting the  experts  in  the  industBlanchard br ings the  EVI DENCE quoting the  experts  in  the  indust ry to  explain the  ry to  explain the  
EFFEC TS tha t  the  MUSIC produces on the  human be ing,  and HOW the  Enter ta inment  EFFEC TS tha t  the  MUSIC produces on the  human be ing,  and HOW the  Enter ta inment  
INDUS TRY ta rgets  the  Chr is tian MARKET to make  them fee l  as  they would be  INDUS TRY ta rgets  the  Chr is tian MARKET to make  them fee l  as  they would be  
worshiping by manipulat ing the ir  fee l ings with the  MUSIC.  VERY ba lanced book for  worshiping by manipulat ing the ir  fee l ings with the  MUSIC.  VERY ba lanced book for  
new benew be lievers  and for  young people .lievers  and for  young people .   
  
•• Music  in  the  Balance  Music  in  the  Balance  (Frank Gar loc) .  One  of  the  more  enlightened SPEAKERS I  (Frank Gar loc) .  One  of  the  more  enlightened SPEAKERS I  
heard in  tha t  t ime  when I  began to  study the  subject  was Frank Gar loc  ( You can f ind his  heard in  tha t  t ime  when I  began to  study the  subject  was Frank Gar loc  ( You can f ind his  
recordings in  the  Inte rnet ,  even t ransla ted into Spanish) .  M rrecordings in  the  Inte rnet ,  even t ransla ted into Spanish) .  M r  Ga r loc  is  a  Fundamental ist   Ga r loc  is  a  Fundamental ist  
Baptist ,  Baptist ,  ra therra ther  radica l  in  his  thought  and ther e fore  he  promotes  TRADI TI ONAL hymns  radica l  in  his  thought  and ther e fore  he  promotes  TRADI TI ONAL hymns 
he  doesn’ t  see  any value  on Contemporary Musiche  doesn’ t  see  any value  on Contemporary Music  because  must of  contemporary music   because  must of  contemporary music  
has a  wrong message  (Rock,  seduct ive ,  e tc ) .  What  has a  wrong message  (Rock,  seduct ive ,  e tc ) .  What  I  REALLY LikedI  REALLY Liked  about  Frank  about  Frank 
Gar loc  is  his  THESIS about the  LANGUAGE of  the  M USIC.  So as  you wil l  see  a long Gar loc  is  his  THESIS about the  LANGUAGE of  the  M USIC.  So as  you wil l  see  a long 
these  S ESSIONS these  S ESSIONS tha t  wetha t  we  i f  you a re  able  to  understand that  MUSIC ( Not  just  the  lyr ics ,   i f  you a re  able  to  understand that  MUSIC ( Not  just  the  lyr ics ,  
I  am ta lking about  the  SOUND of  M USIC) ,  i f  you understand the  M ECHANICs of  I  am ta lking about  the  SOUND of  M USIC) ,  i f  you understand the  M ECHANICs of  
MUSMUS IC,  i f  you understand THE POWER and the  INFLUENCE that  MUSIC has over  IC,  i f  you understand THE POWER and the  INFLUENCE that  MUSIC has over  
our  SOULs,  then you wil l  be  WISE enough to  DISCERN what  should be  sung in  the  our  SOULs,  then you wil l  be  WISE enough to  DISCERN what  should be  sung in  the  
Church of  the  Lord.  We wil l  see  about  the  LANGUAGE of  the  M USIC la te r  on.Church of  the  Lord.  We wil l  see  about  the  LANGUAGE of  the  M USIC la te r  on.   
 

•• Measuring Music  Measuring Music  ( John Makujina) .  ( John Makujina) .  He  holds the  theology behind Gar loc’s  preaching He  holds the  theology behind Gar loc’s  preaching 
aga inst  Rock Music  as  something wrong to  incorporate  in  the  Chris t ian worship.aga inst  Rock Music  as  something wrong to  incorporate  in  the  Chris t ian worship.   
  
•• MUSIC and the  MIND MUSIC and the  MIND ( Anthony Stor r )  is  a  NON( Anthony Stor r )  is  a  NON -- Chr is tian point of  view about  Chr is tian point of  view about  
MUSIC in GENERAL.  S tor r  was a  Psychia tr ist .  This  book MUSIC in GENERAL.  S tor r  was a  Psychia tr ist .  This  book shows an EXCELLENT shows an EXCELLENT 
SUMM ARY about  the  theor ies  of  MUSIC f rom Pla to,  Schopenhauer ,  S travinsky,  SUMM ARY about  the  theor ies  of  MUSIC f rom Pla to,  Schopenhauer ,  S travinsky,  
Nie tzsche ,  Bar tók,  and others  philosophers .  What  I  L IKED about this  book was the  Nie tzsche ,  Bar tók,  and others  philosophers .  What  I  L IKED about this  book was the  
ANALYSIS about RELI GIOUS M USIC quoting John CALVIN,  and Sa int  AUGUS TIN.  ANALYSIS about RELI GIOUS M USIC quoting John CALVIN,  and Sa int  AUGUS TIN.  



I  found VEI  found VERY inte rest ing Quotes  I  plan to  share  with you as  wel l .  The  author  proves RY inte rest ing Quotes  I  plan to  share  with you as  wel l .  The  author  proves 
with the  his torica l  tes t imony of  many famous thinkers  inc luding our  theologians,  the  with the  his torica l  tes t imony of  many famous thinkers  inc luding our  theologians,  the  
universa l ity  and centra li ty  of  music  and how the  music  expresses  and a f fec ts  the  universa l ity  and centra li ty  of  music  and how the  music  expresses  and a f fec ts  the  
deepest  emotionsdeepest  emotions  of  the  human soul . of  the  human soul .   
  
•• Worship  in  the  melt ing pot  Worship  in  the  melt ing pot  (Pe te r  Maste rs ,  pastor  in  the  Met ropolitan Tabernacle  in  (Pe te r  Maste rs ,  pastor  in  the  Met ropolitan Tabernacle  in  
London) .  THIS WAS the  book I  l iked the  LES S because  London) .  THIS WAS the  book I  l iked the  LES S because  i ti t  LACKS of  Arguments to   LACKS of  Arguments to  
prove his  points of  view.  I t  seems this  was not  a  book wr i t ten f rom the  auprove his  points of  view.  I t  seems this  was not  a  book wr i t ten f rom the  au thor ’s  pen,  but  thor ’s  pen,  but  
someone  e lse  took the  se rmons of  Maste rs  and put  this  book together .  In  my opinion,  i t  someone  e lse  took the  se rmons of  Maste rs  and put  this  book together .  In  my opinion,  i t  
lacked of  good a rgumentat ion and it  was wr i t ten to  TRY to prove  why the  Char ismatic  lacked of  good a rgumentat ion and it  was wr i t ten to  TRY to prove  why the  Char ismatic  
a re  wrong in  everything.  Pe te r  Maste rs  s tates  tha t  Contemporary musicare  wrong in  everything.  Pe te r  Maste rs  s tates  tha t  Contemporary music  is  complete ly  is  complete ly 
wrong,  and he  t r ies  to  demonstrate  why you can’t  l i f t  up your  hands,  c lap,  e tc .  I t  i s  wrong,  and he  t r ies  to  demonstrate  why you can’t  l i f t  up your  hands,  c lap,  e tc .  I t  i s  
rea l ly  the  extreme in  t radi t ional  worship,  but  sadly without s t rong a rguments.  rea l ly  the  extreme in  t radi t ional  worship,  but  sadly without s t rong a rguments.  
HOWEVER,  i t  has  some inte resting ana lysis  in the  Book of  Psa lmsHOWEVER,  i t  has  some inte resting ana lysis  in the  Book of  Psa lms  regarding th regarding the  e  
subjec t  of  the  Psalms tha t  is  very va luable  and well  foundedsubjec t  of  the  Psalms tha t  is  very va luable  and well  founded..   

  
••   Worship  Matters  Worship  Matters  (Bob Kauff l in) .  Kauf f l in  is  a  professional  musician who (Bob Kauff l in) .  Kauf f l in  is  a  professional  musician who 

composed and a r ranged music  for  wel l  known Chr ist ian group ca lled GLAD. composed and a r ranged music  for  wel l  known Chr ist ian group ca lled GLAD. 
Kauff l in  has  been Direc tor  of  Worship for  C . J.  Kauff l in  has  been Direc tor  of  Worship for  C . J.  Mahaney so he  is  par t  of  Sovereign Mahaney so he  is  par t  of  Sovereign 
Grace  minist r ies ,  this  is ,  the ir  be l ieves  a re  Reformed Baptis t  but  their  exte rna l  Grace  minist r ies ,  this  is ,  the ir  be l ieves  a re  Reformed Baptis t  but  their  exte rna l  
worship is  Char is tmat ic .  INTER ESTI NG enough,  this  book was wr i t ten in  very worship is  Char is tmat ic .  INTER ESTI NG enough,  this  book was wr i t ten in  very 
BALANC ED way.  IF  you a re  a  LEADER in the  Church,  i f  you a re  a  LEBALANC ED way.  IF  you a re  a  LEADER in the  Church,  i f  you a re  a  LE ADER a t  ADER a t  
your  home,  i f  you Lead the  worship here  or  you lead the  pra ises  a t  your  local  your  home,  i f  you Lead the  worship here  or  you lead the  pra ises  a t  your  local  
church,  I  STRONGLY recommend this  book.  Kauff l in  has  a  very HUMBLE church,  I  STRONGLY recommend this  book.  Kauff l in  has  a  very HUMBLE 
approach acknowledging the  S trength on TRADI TI ONAL and Contemporary approach acknowledging the  S trength on TRADI TI ONAL and Contemporary 
worship.  My RESPEC T for  this  book.  worship.  My RESPEC T for  this  book.  Ve ry well  wr i t ten,  very spir i tual ,  very useful  Ve ry well  wr i t ten,  very spir i tual ,  very useful  
for  those  who t ry  to  li f t  up the  HEAR Ts of  the  congrega t ion in  PRAISES.  for  those  who t ry  to  li f t  up the  HEAR Ts of  the  congrega t ion in  PRAISES.  
EXCELLENT Book.EXCELLENT Book.   

  
••   Worship  By The  Book Worship  By The  Book (Donald Carson,  Mark Ashton,  Kent  Hughes,  Tim Kelle r ) .  (Donald Carson,  Mark Ashton,  Kent  Hughes,  Tim Kelle r ) .  

This  book is  for  grownups.  I f  you a re  SERI OUSThis  book is  for  grownups.  I f  you a re  SERI OUS  about  Worship Theology,  this  is  the   about  Worship Theology,  this  is  the  
book you must read.  I t  has  4  chapte rs:  F ir st ,  Donald Carson wr i tes  a  book you must read.  I t  has  4  chapte rs:  F ir st ,  Donald Carson wr i tes  a  bibl ical  b ib l ical  
theology of  worship  theology of  worship  in  the  opening,  which is  then followed by three  applicat ion in  the  opening,  which is  then followed by three  applicat ion 
chapte rs  wr i t ten by pastors  f rom dif fe r ing denominational  bacchapte rs  wr i t ten by pastors  f rom dif fe r ing denominational  bac kgrounds who se t  out  kgrounds who se t  out  
to show how they have  applied the  pr inc iples  of  such a  theology of  worship in  the  to show how they have  applied the  pr inc iples  of  such a  theology of  worship in  the  
pract ices  of  their  local  churches.  The  las t  chapte r  is  wr i t ten by Tim Kelle r ,  f rom pract ices  of  their  local  churches.  The  las t  chapte r  is  wr i t ten by Tim Kelle r ,  f rom 
Presbyte r ian church in Manhat tan,  NY.  One  of  the  best  books I  have  evePresbyte r ian church in Manhat tan,  NY.  One  of  the  best  books I  have  eve r  read about r  read about 
the  subject .the  subject .   

  
••   Worship  in  Spir it  and Truth.  Worship  in  Spir it  and Truth.  I  discovered this book because  i t  was quoted severa l  I  discovered this book because  i t  was quoted severa l  

times by Tim Kelle r  in  Worship by the  Book.  times by Tim Kelle r  in  Worship by the  Book.  John Frame John Frame is  a  Calvinist ic  is  a  Calvinist ic  
theologian,  a lso a  Presbyte r ian,  holding the  Confession of  Fa i th of  Westmintheologian,  a lso a  Presbyte r ian,  holding the  Confession of  Fa i th of  Westminste r .  ste r .  



With these  books of  Contemporary Music  and Worship in  Spir i t  and Truth,  Frame With these  books of  Contemporary Music  and Worship in  Spir i t  and Truth,  Frame 
provoked controversy because  of  his  inte rpre ta tion of  the  ( regiulei t iv)  provoked controversy because  of  his  inte rpre ta tion of  the  ( regiulei t iv)  
REGULATI VE pr inciple  of  worship (which he  subscr ibes  to)  in  a  nonREGULATI VE pr inciple  of  worship (which he  subscr ibes  to)  in  a  non-- conventional  conventional  
manner .  Frame regardsmanner .  Frame regards  contemporary worship music ,  musica l  instruments and  contemporary worship music ,  musica l  instruments and 
li turgica l  dance  as  permissible ,  which has  brought him into conf lic t  with other  li turgica l  dance  as  permissible ,  which has  brought him into conf lic t  with other  
re formed theologians who regard them as  forbidden.re formed theologians who regard them as  forbidden.   

  
••   Give  Praise  to  God Give  Praise  to  God is  a  very complete  book about the  whole  concept  of  Wis a  very complete  book about the  whole  concept  of  Worship.  I t  orship.  I t  

is  a  col lec tion of  a r t ic les  wr i t ten by very wel l  known theologians such as  De rek is  a  col lec tion of  a r t ic les  wr i t ten by very wel l  known theologians such as  De rek 
Thomas,  Ligon Duncan,  Alber t  Mohler ,  Ma rk Dever ,  and some others .  Of  course  i t  Thomas,  Ligon Duncan,  Alber t  Mohler ,  Ma rk Dever ,  and some others .  Of  course  i t  
is  a  Reformed view of  worship,  and Derek Thomas wr i tes  an a r t ic le  defending the  is  a  Reformed view of  worship,  and Derek Thomas wr i tes  an a r t ic le  defending the  
RegulRegula tive  Pr inciple  because  of  the  c r i t ics  re ce ived f rom John Frame,  among others .a tive  Pr inciple  because  of  the  c r i t ics  re ce ived f rom John Frame,  among others .   

  
••   Marva Dawn Marva Dawn is  a  LADY who wrote  “Reaching Out  without  Dumbing Down”.  She  is  is  a  LADY who wrote  “Reaching Out  without  Dumbing Down”.  She  is  

a  Lutheran Theologian DEF ENDING the  idea  tha t  CHRIATI ANI TY must be  a  Lutheran Theologian DEF ENDING the  idea  tha t  CHRIATI ANI TY must be  
t ranscending our  contemporary CULTtranscending our  contemporary CULT URE instead of  being conformed to i t .  She  says URE instead of  being conformed to i t .  She  says 
that  CONTEMPORARY preaching and worship is  an I NSULT to people ’s  that  CONTEMPORARY preaching and worship is  an I NSULT to people ’s  
inte l ligence  so she  insis ts  on the  se r ious EXEGESIS in  the  Bible  instead of  inte l ligence  so she  insis ts  on the  se r ious EXEGESIS in  the  Bible  instead of  
“Motiva tional  /  Ma rket ing Speeches.  She  acknowledge  tha t  some t radi t“Motiva tional  /  Ma rket ing Speeches.  She  acknowledge  tha t  some t radi t ional ists  have  ional ists  have  
let  the  l iturgy become an IDOL.  She  t r ies  to  engage  Chris t ianity's  r ich history,  but  let  the  l iturgy become an IDOL.  She  t r ies  to  engage  Chris t ianity's  r ich history,  but  
not just  follow i t  bl indly.  She  bel ieves  tha t  L I TURGY should be  taught  so we  can not just  follow i t  bl indly.  She  bel ieves  tha t  L I TURGY should be  taught  so we  can 
understand its  ful lness:  confession,  thanks,  prayer ,  e tc .  Memor ized forms,  understand its  ful lness:  confession,  thanks,  prayer ,  e tc .  Memor ized forms,  l ike  l ike  
c reeds and prayers ,  a re  impor tant ,  she  says,  because  they c rea te  a  sol id be l ieving c reeds and prayers ,  a re  impor tant ,  she  says,  because  they c rea te  a  sol id be l ieving 
community,  ra ther  than a  f ragmented loose associa t ion.   We must say AM EN to tha t .  community,  ra ther  than a  f ragmented loose associa t ion.   We must say AM EN to tha t .  
THE POI NT IS  THAT WE WANT TO B E BIBLICAL AND TALK WHERE THE THE POI NT IS  THAT WE WANT TO B E BIBLICAL AND TALK WHERE THE 
BIBLE TALKS,  AND R EMAIN SIBIBLE TALKS,  AND R EMAIN SI LENT WHERE THE BIBLE IS  SI LENT.LENT WHERE THE BIBLE IS  SI LENT.   

  
  
Premises /  Presuppositions  Premises /  Presuppositions    

••   Audience knows Audience knows the definition of the definition of WorshipWorship :  :  “the work of acknowledging “the work of acknowledging 
the greatness of our Lord”.the greatness of our Lord”.   

••   ScriptureScripture  Alone (1 Corinthians 4:6) Alone (1 Corinthians 4:6)   
••   “…that  you may learn by us “…that  you may learn by us not to  go beyond what  is  wr i t tennot to  go beyond what  is  wr i t ten…”…”   

••   The Bible has The Bible has no recordsno records ,  reference or musical notation on how the ancient ,  reference or musical notation on how the ancient 
psalms or hymns used psalms or hymns used toto   soundsound ..   

••   The Bible does The Bible does not prescribe a particular style not prescribe a particular style of music as being  solely of music as being  solely 
acceptable to God, nor does it condemn any particular styles.  acceptable to God, nor does it condemn any particular styles.    

••   The Bible The Bible dodoes contain principles es contain principles that we can apply to any situation  to that we can apply to any situation  to 
please God according to His Character.please God according to His Character.   

••   The The wordswords  we use to talk or sing to the Lord must be totally  we use to talk or sing to the Lord must be totally accordingaccording  to  to 



what the what the BibleBible  says regarding  says regarding His characterHis character ..   
••   It is  OK to have It is  OK to have personal preference personal preference and and traditionstraditions  for godly reasons  for godly reasons 

(association and appropriateness); BUT, if we elevate personal preference (association and appropriateness); BUT, if we elevate personal preference 
and tradition to the level of God’s  Word (Mark 7:6and tradition to the level of God’s  Word (Mark 7:6 -- 15),  we risk to fall in 15),  we risk to fall in 
legalism.legalism.   

      
RoadmapRoadmap  for  next 4  sessions: for  next 4  sessions:   
 

• Session #1 – The language of the Music. 
• Session #2 – Structure of Music 
• Session #3 – Choosing the Music  
• Session #4 – Leading Worship 

 

Music in Public  Worship Music in Public  Worship --   The Language of  the MusicThe Language of  the Music   
  
Proposed THESISProposed THESIS   

1. Music is a Language 
2. Music is not “neutral” 
3. You can discriminate appropriateness 

  
ThTh e Language of  Musice Language of  Music   

••   Language: “is a human faculty that allows communication through Language: “is a human faculty that allows communication through 
articulated sounds”.articulated sounds”.   

••   Music is  a Language because it has the elements of a language: the Music is  a Language because it has the elements of a language: the 
grammar,  the syntax, and the meaning.grammar,  the syntax, and the meaning.   

••   The Meaning of music is  abstract it is  not conThe Meaning of music is  abstract it is  not concrete.crete.   
••   Anthony StorrAnthony Storr ::  “There are many similarities between music and  “There are many similarities between music and 

conventional communication”. .conventional communication”. .   
••   Like music,  we have non verbal communication in our accent,  our tone,  the Like music,  we have non verbal communication in our accent,  our tone,  the 

volume, the emphasis,  and other EMOTIONAL meaning that it is  not volume, the emphasis,  and other EMOTIONAL meaning that it is  not 
grammatical or litgrammatical or literal, but more musical.eral, but more musical.   

••   Example:  Example:   The  phrase   The  phrase  “Do you mind?”“Do you mind?”  var ies  its  meaning depending on the  tone   var ies  its  meaning depending on the  tone  
we  choose  to  say i t .we  choose  to  say i t .   

••   “I t  is  not  only WHAT you say,  i t  is  HOW you say it  ( that’ s  the  tone) .“ I t  is  not  only WHAT you say,  i t  is  HOW you say it  ( that’ s  the  tone) .   
••   OPERA (musica l  drama putt ing music  to the  words to  OPERA (musica l  drama putt ing music  to the  words to  emphasize  theemphasize  the  emotional   emotional  

meaning) .meaning) .   

••   Storr: Indians “Mura” in the Amazonas communicates across the river with Storr: Indians “Mura” in the Amazonas communicates across the river with 
a musical language with a 3a musical language with a 3 -- holes flute.holes flute.   
  



The Bible Ilustrates Language with MusicThe Bible Ilustrates Language with Music   
••   1 Cor.14:61 Cor.14:6 -- 99  (ESV) (ESV)   
6 “Now,  brothers,  if  I come to you speaking in tongues,  how 6 “Now,  brothers,  if  I come to you speaking in tongues,  how will I benefit you will I benefit you 
unless I  bring you some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or teaching?unless I  bring you some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or teaching?   
7 If even lifeless instruments,  such as the flute or the harp,  do not give 7 If even lifeless instruments,  such as the flute or the harp,  do not give 
distinct notes,  how will anyone know what is  played?distinct notes,  how will anyone know what is  played?   
8  And if the bugle gives an indistin8 And if the bugle gives an indistinct sound, who will get ready for battle?ct sound, who will get ready for battle?  
9 So with yourselves,  if with your tongue you utter speech that is  not 9 So with yourselves,  if with your tongue you utter speech that is  not 
intelligible, how will anyone know what is said?. ..”intelligible, how will anyone know what is said?. ..”   

  

Music for each activity in Life seeks appropriateness  Music for each activity in Life seeks appropriateness    
••   Funerals have a different music plaFunerals have a different music played than birthday partyyed than birthday party   
••   The movies play The movies play backgroundbackground  music (Sound Track) for each scene to help  music (Sound Track) for each scene to help 

the moment to express the mood.the moment to express the mood.   
oo   I f  our  hero is  “ losing” the  bat t le  the  music  is  sad or  anxious.  I f  our  hero is  “ losing” the  bat t le  the  music  is  sad or  anxious.    
oo   I f  our  hero is  “winning” ,  the  music  wil l  be  for  t r iumph!!I f  our  hero is  “winning” ,  the  music  wil l  be  for  t r iumph!!   

••   How wouHow wou ld you feel with a horror music at the waiting room of your ld you feel with a horror music at the waiting room of your 
dentist?dentist?   

oo   Instead you need a  R ELAXING music .Instead you need a  R ELAXING music .   
oo   How do you know the  dif fe rence???How do you know the  dif fe rence???   

  

  
Music is  not  "neutral"Music is  not  "neutral"   

••   What’s the difference between a “BWhat’s the difference between a “B -- Flat” in a Christian song and a “BFlat” in a Christian song and a “B -- Flat” Flat” 
in a Rock song? in a Rock song?   

••   ALPHABET and MUSICALPHABET and MUSIC   
••   Alphabet  ( A,  B,  C ,  D ,  E ,  F ,  G… ) is  NEUTRAL.Alphabet  ( A,  B,  C ,  D ,  E ,  F ,  G… ) is  NEUTRAL.   
••   Sentences you wr i te  with the  Alphabet  a re  NOT neutra l .Sentences you wr i te  with the  Alphabet  a re  NOT neutra l .   

••   Musical NOTES (Do, Re, Mi or “C”, “D”, “E”…are NEUTRAL)Musical NOTES (Do, Re, Mi or “C”, “D”, “E”…are NEUTRAL)   
••   Musical Compositions are NOT Neutral.Musical Compositions are NOT Neutral.   

 

Quotes from thinkers and experts Quotes from thinkers and experts Regarding Regarding Moral  Character of  Moral  Character of  
MusicMusic   

••   1Sam.16:23 “And whenever the evil spirit from God was upon Saul,  David 1Sam.16:23 “And whenever the evil spirit from God was upon Saul,  David 
took the lyre and played it with his hand. So Saul was refreshed and was took the lyre and played it with his hand. So Saul was refreshed and was 
well, and the evil spirit departed from him.”well, and the evil spirit departed from him.”   



••   PL ATO (428 PL ATO (428 ––  348 BC). He said that “prope 348 BC). He said that “proper music is  a powerful r  music is  a powerful 
educational instrument able to transform the personality of those who study educational instrument able to transform the personality of those who study 
it,  leading them to reach interior order and harmony.”… “Rhythm, I insist, it,  leading them to reach interior order and harmony.”… “Rhythm, I insist, 
was given to us for the heavenly source to help us put order and was given to us for the heavenly source to help us put order and 
harmony.. .”harmony.. .”   

••   ARISTOARISTOTLE (384 TLE (384 ––  322 BC).  “Music represents the passions from the  322 BC).  “Music represents the passions from the 
soul,  and if someone listens to inappropriate music he will become in that soul,  and if someone listens to inappropriate music he will become in that 
kind of inappropriate person.”kind of inappropriate person.”   

••   JOHN CALVIN (1509 JOHN CALVIN (1509 ––  1564).  “We know by experience that music has a  1564).  “We know by experience that music has a 
secret power almost insecret power almost incredible to move the hearts”.credible to move the hearts”.   

••   DD rr.  MARTYN LLOYD. MARTYN LLOYD -- JONES (1899 JONES (1899 ––  1981).  “Music can produce an  1981).  “Music can produce an 
emotional state on the mind in which it won’t work properly and won’t emotional state on the mind in which it won’t work properly and won’t 
discriminate…”discriminate…”  

  
Quotes from pop music composers Quotes from pop music composers   
Regarding Moral  Character of  MusicRegarding Moral  Character of  Music   
••   Timothy LearTimothy Leary y (“Turn on, tune in,  drop out”).  “Don’t listen to the words,  (“Turn on, tune in,  drop out”).  “Don’t listen to the words,  

it’s  the MUSIC that has its  own MESSAGE… I have been drunk with it’s  the MUSIC that has its  own MESSAGE… I have been drunk with 
MUSIC many times… The music is  what turns you on”… MUSIC many times… The music is  what turns you on”…   

••   Graham Nash Graham Nash “Pop Music is  the COMMUNIC ATION MEDI A to affect “Pop Music is  the COMMUNIC ATION MEDI A to affect 
people’s way of thpeople’s way of th inking”.inking”.   

••   DonovanDonovan .  “Rock Music is  the music to affect the conscience”..  “Rock Music is  the music to affect the conscience”.   
  

I F Music communicates… THEN…I F Music communicates… THEN…   
You Must  discriminate  Appropriatness!You Must  discriminate  Appropriatness!   

MUSIC is a LAN GUA GE and it COMMUNICA T ES a MESSAGEMUSIC i s a LAN GUA GE and it COMMUNICA T ES a MESSAGE   

••   Ancient ph i lo sophers ta lked about the power of Music to express the Anc ient ph i lo sophers ta lked about the power of Music to express the feel ings of the human feel ings of the human 
soul.soul.   

••   Mus ic ians fro m the Clas sica l era agreed Mus ic was a Universal language to express the Mus ic ians fro m the Clas sica l era agreed Mus ic was a Universal language to express the 
passion i t se lf.passion i t se lf.   

••   Movies and Theaters indust ry leverage on Musica l  composi t ions to commun icate a Movies and Theaters indust ry leverage on Musica l  composi t ions to commun icate a 
s t ronger message beyond the movie characters.s t ronger message beyond the movie characters.   

MMUSIC is Not Neutral because  every COMPOSIT ION communicates wel l  defined and USIC i s Not Neutral because  every COMPOSIT ION communicates wel l  defined and 
INT EN T IONA L messages.INT EN T IONA L messages.   

••   Greek Phi losophers talked about Greek Phi losophers talked about ““ MODESMODES”” or  or ““ musica l scalesmusica l scales””  ab le to commun icate  ab le to commun icate 
d ifferen t MOODS (Menta l Piece, exal ta t ion,  anxie ty,  sadness,  etc.) d ifferen t MOODS (Menta l Piece, exal ta t ion,  anxie ty,  sadness,  etc.)   

••   POP and POP and Rock mus ic composers were very in ten t io nal in their compo si t ions and they Rock mus ic composers were very in ten t io nal in their compo si t ions and they 



claimed tha t the power of the message i s no t the words, i tclaimed tha t the power of the message i s no t the words, i t ’’ s the MUSIC!!!s the MUSIC!!!   

••   Chris t ian th inkers (Luther, Calv in,  Augus t ine, etc.) were very consc ious of the power of Chr i s t ian th inkers (Luther, Calv in,  Augus t ine, etc.) were very consc ious of the power of 
mu s ic in the soul omu s ic in the soul o f people. (even sacred music!)f people. (even sacred music!)   

DISCRIMINAT E the SOUND to be ACCORDING to your INT EN T IONDISCRIMINAT E the SOUND to be ACCORDING to your INT EN T ION   

••   What do you want to express to the WORLD?  ANGER? SADNESS? HATE? LOVE? What do you want to express to the WORLD?  ANGER? SADNESS? HATE? LOVE? 
CELEB RATION? HOPE?CELEB RATION? HOPE?   

••   What do you want to express to ALMIGHTY GOD? (Be carefu l!!!!!)What do you want to express to ALMIGHTY GOD? (Be carefu l!!!!!)   

••   Does you MUSIC Does you MUSIC accords to the WORDS you are tel l ing our LORD?accords to the WORDS you are tel l ing our LORD?   

  

5 questions when evaluating music in the Church5 questions when evaluating music in the Church   
F ro m Grace Communi ty ChurchF ro m Grace Communi ty Church   

••   What is  the What is  the lyricallyrical  content of the song? Are the  content of the song? Are the wordswords  true? Are they  true? Are they 
biblically accurate?biblically accurate?   

••   Does the way in which the Does the way in which the lyricslyrics  are pres are pres ented cheapen the message?ented cheapen the message?   
••   Does the Does the songsong  make you conscious of the Lord, and draw you to Him, or  make you conscious of the Lord, and draw you to Him, or 

does it distract from true worship?does it distract from true worship?   
••   Do the Do the musicalmusical   stylestyle  and performance promote and facilitate a worshipful  and performance promote and facilitate a worshipful 

atmosphere? Or do they somehow undermine the truthatmosphere? Or do they somehow undermine the truth  and purity of the  and purity of the 
lyrical content?lyrical content?  

••   Is the Is the lifelife -- stylestyle  of the  of the musicianmusician  honoring to God? honoring to God?   


