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KJV – Revelation 18:9-24 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson 41 

Introduction: 

     Revelation 17 and 18 show the divine judgments from the Sovereign hand of Almighty 
God that will befall Babylon. Verses four of chapter 18, God gives a warning to the elect. Just 
before utter destruction befalls the kingdom; I heard another voice from heaven, saying, 
Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her 
plagues. This is the last Sovereign call to evacuate before the final strike unfolds. God will 
call out His own elect to disentangle themselves from this evil system before it is destroyed. 

     There are those who say that there are only two certainties in life: death and taxes. This 
book of the Revelation of the LORD Jesus Christ adds a third and final certainty that is 
judgment against sin, wickedness and the evil persons and nations for the vindication of 
the just.  

     The last and final judgment for the Great Tribulation will reveal both God’s justice and 
mercy. The condemnation of the wicked exposes the justice of God and the salvation of the 
just show’s His Sovereign mercy and manifests His divine love in those whom He has 
chosen.  

Revelation 18:9-24 

9 And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, 
shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning, 

10 Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas that great city Babylon, that 
mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment come. 

11 And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their 
merchandise any more: 

12 The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and 
purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all 
manner vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble, 
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13 And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine 
flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men. 

14 And the fruits that thy soul lusted after are departed from thee, and all things which were 
dainty and goodly are departed from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all. 

15 The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear 
of her torment, weeping and wailing, 

16 And saying, Alas, alas that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, 
and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls! 

17 For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster, and all the 
company in ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off, 

18 And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like unto this great 
city! 

19 And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas that 
great city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for 
in one hour is she made desolate. 

20 Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you 
on her. 

21 And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, 
Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more 
at all. 

22 And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no 
more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall be found any more in 
thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee; 

23 And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom 
and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of 
the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived. 

24 And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon 
the earth. 

     Before God judges the world’s system of government and false religion, He gives a call to 
His elect from heaven “Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and 
that ye receive not of her plagues.” Then God will complete His decree upon Babylon the 
great and she will utterly fall.  
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Revelation 18:9-10 

9 And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, 
shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning, 

10 Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas that great city Babylon, that 
mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment come. 

     Babylon’s fall is a divine visitation of judgment. Just as the flood in the days of Noah. Just 
as the tower of Babel, Sodom and Gomorrah, and the plagues on Egypt. God’s judgments are 
swift, they are accurate and they are final. God saves whom He purposes to save. Babylon is 
the recipient of God’s wrath and He will judge Babylon with ferocious justice for everything 
she has done throughout history. The judgment of this great kingdom will cause the evil 
leaders and the sinful wicked people of the world to weep and the righteous through Christ 
to rejoice.  

Revelation 18:11-13 

11 And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their 
merchandise any more: 

12 The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and 
purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all 
manner vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble, 

13 And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine 
flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men. 

     Babylon will be a place of great wealth and luxury, an importer of the finest things that 
money can buy. The merchants of the earth will mourn over their losses because now 
because the kingdom is utterly destroyed. All of the shops are destroyed but the vast 
inventory of earthly gain and wealth is also destroyed.  

     The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and 
purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all 
manner vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble, and cinnamon, and 
odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and 
beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men. 

     Notice there toward the end of that, it says slaves, and the souls of men. This word 
salves, is not the Greek word for servants, but it means slaves. The slave trade has long 
been banned by the civilized nations of the world today. However it will be reinstated 
during the Anti-Christ’s new one world government and will be a common practice in the 
commercial system of Babylon.  
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Revelation 18:14-15 

14 And the fruits that thy soul lusted after are departed from thee, and all things which were 
dainty and goodly are departed from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all. 

15 The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear 
of her torment, weeping and wailing, 

     The things that their soul lusted after, material and not eternal are no more they are 
departed from the wicked and they shall find them no more at all. In that certain hour of 
that certain day which all this will end for Babylon, in the midst of all this destruction the 
merchants will look afar off because of the fear of her torment. Their sadness and mourning 
is centered on the fact that such great wealth and riches are come to nought in such a brief 
moment.  

     Dr. Charles C. Ryrie states; “This will be a stock market crash on a worldwide scale, and in 
the face of it the thoughts of unsaved men will only turn to how their own interests are 
affected. This is selfishness and greed in its most naked form” (Ryrie, Revelation - Everyman’s 
Bible Commentary, 1968; Page 108). 

Revelation 18:16 

16 And saying, Alas, alas that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, 
and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls! 

     Listen to their response to their earthly loss: 

Revelation 18:16-19 

17 For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster, and all the 
company in ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off, 

18 And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like unto this great 
city! 

19 And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas that 
great city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for 
in one hour is she made desolate. 

     In one hour, everything lost. 60 minutes earlier all was well, good job, plenty of money 
and absolutely no worries what so ever; then total devastation and destruction. All those 
connected with the commerce of this kingdom of Babylon will lament over the destruction 
of Babylon.  
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     Their weeping is centered own their earthly wealth, the material and not the eternal. 
What can we as believers learn from this portion of this lesson? Exactly what the LORD 
Jesus told us.  

Matthew 6:19-21 

19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal: 

20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 

21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

I John 2:15-17 

15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. 

16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
is not of the Father, but is of the world. 

17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth 
for ever. 

     The best way to use your earthly gain is for the Kingdom of God, laying up your treasure 
in heaven. Giving to the work of the ministry for the cause of Christ, “Not because I desire a 
gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account” (Philippians 4:17). 

Luke 16:10-13 

10 He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the 
least is unjust also in much. 

11 If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your 
trust the true riches? 

12 And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another man's, who shall give you that 
which is your own? 

13 No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else 
he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 
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     If your heart is in your pocket book and what you have there, it can in no way be with 
God. These kings of the earth that mourn over the great losses of their wealth could not 
serve two masters nor can you. 

Revelation 18:20 

20 Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you 
on her. 

     The King James has translated the word “Saints” for holy and by during so it leaves out a 
vast multitude of the redeemed, resurrected and glorified Saints rejoicing in heaven. The 
NASB reads: “Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints (holy ones) and apostles and 
prophets, because God has pronounced judgment for you against her.” 

    The verse is showing a rejoicing in heaven by the Saints, which leads weight again to the 
doctrine of a pre-tribulation rapture of the saints. This is God’s vindication for all His elect 
and especially those of the tribulation martyrs that cried for retribution in Revelation 6:9-
10). God will vindication His elect and we are told to rejoice over it, and we shall because 
our God’s righteousness and justice will prevail.  

Revelation 18:21 

21 And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, 
Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more 
at all. 

     This large millstone cast into the sea is used as a metaphor to describe just how swift 
God’s judgment will be upon Babylon. This action of divine judgment will cause utter 
destruction and this great Babylon shall be found no more. 

 

Revelation 18:22-23     

22 And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no 
more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall be found any more in 
thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee; 

23 And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom 
and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of 
the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived. 
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     Commentator Alfred McBride (McBride, Meditation & Commentary on Revelation; 1993; 
Pages 144-146) states these verse show five major outcomes resulting from the judgment 
of Almighty God.  

1. The music has stopped – normally music is associated with joy in this sense it has 
ceased completely. And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and 
trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in thee.  
 

2. The Productivity has ceased – are commerce and productivity has been completely 
halted by utter destruction.  Of whatsoever craft he be, shall be found any more in 
thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee.  
 

3. The Family is disintegrated – Families disappear as do their labors. John uses the 
symbol of the millstone to make this point. The grinding of corn and wheat was done 
at home by the family and this sound was a familiar one to any member of the 
household. And the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee.  
 

4. The lights are darken – Darkness throughout the kingdom of Babylon. And the light 
of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee.   
 

5. The weddings are stopped – Marriage between a man and a woman is a command of 
God and a necessity for the continuation of the human race, the culture and the 
family. And the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all 
in thee. 

     Why was all this done? We know it was part of God’s Sovereign plan, but God is 
vindicating His elect by bring judgment and destruction upon those who reject Him and 
persecute His own. 

Revelation 18:24 

24 And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon 
the earth. 

     The religious, political and commercial systems embodied in Babylon has, is, and will 
continue to commit unspeakable atrocities against God’s people. They cry out for 
vengeance and God here executes Sovereign vindication upon the world’s system that 
oppose, persecute and slaughter His people; thus fulfilling His promise from Revelation 6. 
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Revelation 6:9-11 

9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were 
slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 

10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not 
judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 

11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they 
should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that 
should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


