
The Canons of Dort (1619) 
Third and Fourth Heads of Doctrine  

(The Corruption of Man, His Conversion to God, and the Manner Thereof) 

LORD’S DAY #35 

REJECTION OF ERRORS 

The true doctrine having been explained, the Synod rejects the errors of those: 

Paragraph 5  

Leader: Who teach: That the corrupt and natural man can so well use the common grace (by which they 

understand the light of nature), or the gifts still left him after the fall, that he can gradually gain by their good use 

a greater, that is, the evangelical or saving grace, and salvation itself; and that in this way God on His part shows 

Himself ready to reveal Christ unto all men, since He applies to all sufficiently and efficiently the means 

necessary to conversion.  

People: For both the experience of all ages and the Scriptures testify that this is untrue. He showeth his word 

unto Jacob, his statutes and his ordinances unto Israel. He hath not dealt so with any nation; and as for his 

ordinances, they have not known them (Ps. 147:19, 20). Who in the generations gone by suffered all the nations 

to walk in their own way (Acts 14:16). And: And they (Paul and his companions) having been forbidden of the 

Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia, when they were come over against Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia, 

and the Spirit of Jesus suffered them not (Acts 16:6, 7). 

Paragraph 6  

Leader: Who teach: That in the true conversion of man no new qualities, powers, or gifts can be infused by God 

into the will, and that therefore faith, through which we are first converted and because of which we are called 

believers, is not a quality or gift infused by God but only an act of man, and that it cannot be said to be a gift, 

except in respect of the power to attain to this faith.  

People: For thereby they contradict the Holy Scriptures, which declare that God infuses new qualities of faith, of 

obedience, and of the consciousness of His love into our hearts: I will put my law in their inward parts, and in 

their heart will I write it (Jer. 31:33). And: I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and streams upon the dry 

ground; I will pour my Spirit upon thy seed (Is. 44:3). And: The love of God hath been shed abroad in our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit which was given unto us (Rom. 5:5). This is also repugnant to the constant practice of the 

Church, which prays by the mouth of the prophet thus: Turn thou me, and I shall be turned (Jer. 31:18). 

 


