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Prayer: Father, we just again thank you for your grace and
goodness. We thank you for this opportunity once a

before you to again honor what you've done for us a

honor the love that you've bestowed on us and the g

love. And Lord, this morning as we are again appro

throne and approaching this your cross, we're going
something a little bit different this morning and s

your grace, | pray for your Holy Spirit's presence,

would be orchestrating as it were the events of our

morning so that you may be honored and glorified.

in Jesus' name. Amen.

Well, as you know this is communion Sunday, and thi
that we set aside and we set it aside to honor the
Christ and what he did for us on the cross. And th
we can do that is to honor what he has done and dem
going to the cross, and so we're going to do someth

different for communion Sunday this Sunday. We're
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with tradition as it were for a very specific reaso

for the last three weeks or so now I've been preach
deeply, from the heart. And I've spoken about the
plants in our hearts at salvation, how it is primar
God gives to us to give to those who won't, can't o
back. And | said that God gives us this love in it
form, that is God gives it to us as an acorn and he
grow it into an oak. And we pointed out how counte
love is to those of us who've been raised in a worl
says, "Do unto others before they get a chance to d
That's the standard operating rules of the way the
And God's answer to that is Matthew 5:43,
that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your
tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who
And we pointed in the last couple of weeks to three
that we can use to develop this counterintuitive ty
pointed to perspective, to patience, and to prayer.

morning we're going to see how God used these three

aspects of his love in one particular couple's life

As many of you know, last Friday Rich Samek died an
took place this last Tuesday. What many of you don
history that surrounds Rich, who many of you have n

of us here know Donna who is part of our church. A
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extraordinary things in the life of Rich and Donna
with regard to demonstrating the power of his love
against really extraordinary odds. And so one of t
was thinking of is that, you know, | can teach at g
about the principles that are involved in loving de
heart, but one thing that God made clear to me in t
spent with Rich and Donna is that their lives are r
examples of how these principles work. And so | wa
God has given to Rich and Donna particularly in the
of Rich's life, and | want to be able to get you to
God miraculously uses the power of love and how to
when it seems not just difficult but really impossi

to see just what God can do when we follow his coun

ways to love.

| first met Rich when we both served together as de
Baptist and that was many, many, many years ago. A
sharing with you this morning what Rich has given m
share. The bottom line, what is the core of all of

many, many years ago Rich left Donna in order to pu
homosexual life-style. They were separated and div
little or no contact until Donna felt God telling h
ex-husband who was now struggling with ALS needed d

love of Christ. She was convinced that God was cal
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someone who was not at all interested at the time i
back. And Donna, this is really your story, and so
going to do is Donna has agreed to invite us as a c
her life with Rich in a way that many people might
with. We all love our privacy and Donna loves hers
sometimes when God's grace floods into our private
to be exposed to a greater audience just so they ca
at work. So in a couple minutes I'm going to invit
and I'm going to ask her a few questions about what
life of Rich and Donna, particularly at the end. A
that session we're going to participate in the brea
participate in taking the bread, I'm going to deliv
the same message that | delivered last Tuesday. |
a very different congregation then. It was a congr
of Rich's family, friends and colleagues, some of w
former views and life-style. It was Rich's wish th

as well would hear the message of the power of God'
my goal when this particular service is over is tha
fully aware of just what a miracle God did in Rich
and that you might be inspired to live your life in

enables God to do these kinds of miracles in yours.

So Donna, if you would please come up here and | wi
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you need some water?

DONNA SAMEK: No. Tissues.

TOM MORTENSON: Okay. Tissues maybe but not water.

tissues. | want to start out by first just asking,
about your marriage to Rich, take us from you being
where the marriage had completely collapsed.

DONNA SAMEK: We were married in 1977. | thought |
marrying and was as it turned out a pillar of the c
newly saved probably six months and | didn't know v
anything spiritually speaking. Rich had been saved
grew up actually in my uncle's church, a Baptist ch
Binghamton, my favorite uncle by the way, and went
college. All the friends that he introduced me to
know, extraordinarily godly men, and | just thought
have it made, you know, hadn't been -- hadn't been
Christian, | just thought, well, this is going to w
well. | was teaching up in the area where he grew
and that's how we met, when he came home for vacati
already established down here, so we moved down her
Jervis, and started a Bible study in our home actua
Jan and Elise | think was four years old and came t
study and Sarah was in arms, and | remember that.
very specifically. So, anyway, that was in the beg

went on and we had three children in the 80's and o
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and | was very busy with them and | had my own issu es fighting
debilitating depression at times and | still do tha t, but it's
better, it's much better because of a lot of differ ent things. But
things just weren't right. | -- there just wasn't a connection
that I -- I knew things were not right. And it was shortly

after -- Mary Grace is our youngest, it was shortly -- probably a
year, 14 months after she was born that he confesse d to me that he
had this struggle. And at first compassion and all of those good
things were -- they were in my heart and | extended them, and
they -- you know, | was able to say, "Okay, we'll g et through
this." And then as time went on, | learned to know myself as |
never knew myself, the rage and the anger, and the "how dare you"
and all of that, and it just about ate me up for a while. And at
that point a scripture in Hebrews -- | had to write it out this
morning because | thought this is what -- this is w hat's going to
happen if I don't deal with being sinned against an d the proper
response. It's pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without

which no one will see the Lord: looking carefully lest anyone fall
short of the grace of God. And | thought | am not -- | am falling

very short because | want to at times kill you, you know. Lest any
root of bitterness spring up to cause trouble and b y this many
become defiled. Well that about, you know, put me in the grave

‘cause when | read that and meditated on that, that 's what was

happening to me. | was going to church, we weren't at the First



Baptist any more at that point, we were actually at
God church. So we skipped around through this tryi
But anyway, that verse just ate away at me. | coul
from under that and | had no -- being sinned agains
still God was asking me what -- your response is ju
what was done to you. Your response is no differen
that was very hard to hear. | didn't want to hear
there were a lot of people that would come alongsid
have every right, you know, to be how you are, natu
and then Psalm 51: Behold, that God does desire tr
innermost parts and in the hidden place he will tea
That -- what was my truth? What was -- you know, w
with me? What was the truth of my soul at this poi
that wisdom that he could teach me? So there were
scriptures and the whole Psalm 51, just the sin and
and the contrite heart and how do you get there, an
you've gone through that, then you have a platform
share the gospel with someone else. And it holds -
Psalm. The whole thing is right there after David’
about his sin.

So we were both raised in a very performance-orient
mine more so with perfectionism and those two thing
they have to die when you come to Christ, and it's

time, the identity of them is very easy but then wo
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going there, and not -- not building worth on those
things, that's difficult. And he had much more pra

| did because, like | said, he was in the church si
little. But there were deep, deep, deep, | think b
unmet -- legitimate unmet emotional needs of nurtur
know what else, how | would categorize it? -- that
in him. And I'm not saying that's true for every s
that stumbles upon homosexuality and finds it attra
saying that, but | do know Rich, for Rich it was tr
the end especially he would talk about that, he wou
-- to me, he just wanted me to sit by him and "just
hold my hand,” he said, like a child, just hold my
child, just be tender. And I did. And then those
most precious times that we ever had. So, | don't
at.

TOM MORTENSON: Can | ask you this? Can you take u
place where you just bought the house in Matamoras
contact with Rich who is now sick.

DONNA SAMEK: Okay. Rich had already bought a hous
Matamoras and so he was living on the other side of
The house that | found was -- they were separated b
did not choose the house because he was there. | -
house that | believe God said that this is the hous

supposed to have. And that was in -- right at the
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Hurricane Sandy, | believe. Our family house had t
couldn't keep living there by myself and so came in
for a lot of different reasons. That was in 2000-
the dates written down. Let me get that. | can't

memory.

TOM MORTENSON: It's like that for all of us now.

DONNA SAMEK: Here we go. That was in 2012. Can |

little bit?

TOM MORTENSON: Sure, sure.

DONNA SAMEK: Okay. That's when he was -- okay. |

you to hear these dates, all right? Rich moved out
He had gone at my request and Pastor Tom suggested
were all kinds of live-in programs -- well, not all
several live-in programs in the country and he had

of that year for a month to one of those but came b
no, I'm moving out. So he moved out in 2007. My d
2008. My mother moved in. Rich and | were out of
2008 to 2012. Mary and Anthony got married in 2009
was diagnosed in 2012 right after or right -- month
going to retire he was diagnosed and we ran into ea
Price Chopper parking lot, and he was limping and h
And immediately, you know, | had compassion, | went
| asked him, "What's the matter?" And he told me a

believe it. | was like, "Oh, my goodness," you kno
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with him at that point. But then there were contac
that God would plan. | would go somewhere, even to
after church on Sunday with a friend and there he w
point using his walker. So | would see him getting
worse. And then one night | was awakened -- this h
once, never happened to me again -- | was awakened
very deep sleep, and | just -- | saw from the depth
for probably half an hour, | didn't know if | was g
through, and then as soon as it had started it was
for him, it was for him, and that was from the Lord
can't explain it any other way. | don't know.
TOM MORTENSON: What | want you to do is kind of ta
through the initial times when you started -- you f
telling you you really needed to reconnect with Ric
DONNA SAMEK: | did.
TOM MORTENSON: -- and Rich was -- Rich had an acer
he was healthy and he could be -- he could be nasty
DONNA SAMEK: Caustic.
TOM MORTENSON: Caustic. Caustic is a good word.
some of the interactions 'cause we're talking about
when they don't love you back --
DONNA SAMEK: Yeabh.
TOM MORTENSON: -- and | think Rich oftentimes didn

back.
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DONNA SAMEK: Yeabh.

TOM MORTENSON: What was that like?

DONNA SAMEK: Well, when Mary had her brain surgery
Baltimore, of course we all went and that was very
sitting in the, you know, in the waiting room waiti
doctors to come. And here he's sitting here and I'
we're both parents but we're not -- both on pins an
her survival and all of that, and yes, he was diffi
-- but those were -- you know, | came to see that t
self-protective responses and that | could do the s
different ways. | asked if | could come over one t
point he was still able to get around his backyard
wheelchair, and | said, you know -- these aren't ca
these are things that are coming to mind.

TOM MORTENSON: That's fine, that's fine.

DONNA SAMEK: | never, you know, I told him, "I nev
loving you," and he said, "l always loved you. It
that." And we would have like little conversations
then we'd look at each other and I'd walk away, wha
okay? What are we doing? But as time went on and
progressed, it became very evident to me that | was
there once a week with food, foods that | knew that
because he was just eating, you know, freezer dinne

caregivers would come and make for him. So I did t
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were -- it almost seemed like we were dating again.
we were talking to each other like we cared, which
we weren't allowing a lot of the defenses to get in
you know, dishes weren't flying any more. So | con
then there came a point when the whole family was t
was in his caustic attitude towards one of the kids
mother hen that | am, | just -- that was it. You'r
do this again. And that simmered and simmered, tha
went back over there that next week and | just real
it. And he ordered me out of the house and said, y
not welcome here again." And | thought that's it,
him again. And that was probably two years ago. |
Everything just kind of -- | was trying to get date
all just kind of mesh together.

And then the last seven weeks | was over there nigh
And | would no sooner get home, the phone would rin
caregiver would say, "We can't do anything with him

you." Okay. So -- and it wasn't -- how do | say t

a burden -- I'd rather be there, you know, | would

go now what do | do? | mean, | knew that | was doi
that | needed to do. And the connections that we h
seven weeks were more glorious than any of the conn

during our marriage. | mean, | think the real pers

in that time. And he kept talking, "l want to rema
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we had to work through all that, and | said | will

no monetary gain. | will remarry you only because
know is the right thing before God. And that was h
And so | kind of hedged on it. | didn't act on it

said it, I didn't call Tom or anything. | just lik

my own heart by myself. What am | supposed to do w
know, and then | called Tom and he came in and he r
So --

TOM MORTENSON: Yup.

DONNA SAMEK: He kept thinking he was going to get
There were some days he would say, "My breathing's
what we know with ALS, you do not get better. You
good day here and there but he honestly thought, yo
maybe | am going to get better. The day before --
he died, the night before, he did -- he had a BiPAP
was -- he would have it on all night but he just us
night and the next morning he said, "I'm getting be
speak better. I'm getting better." And that was t
And | was there. The caregiver called me to come o
"He's turning, turning all different shades of gray
get over here,” and | was there. Thank God | was t
know if I told you what you wanted to know.

TOM MORTENSON: There's a couple things that | just

three things that | have been talking about is what
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this loving deeply, from the heart is perspective.
thing that you've showed us is the perspective that

world would basically say, tell this guy to take a

DONNA SAMEK: And lot of people in church told me t

TOM MORTENSON: Yes. And the perspective that you

said, Psalm 51, the perspective that you had to be
came from the word of God. If you went to the worl
will tell you deep six this guy right now. So the

we were talking about and speaking of is how counte
word is, it goes directly against what everything e

is going to tell you to do. It's going to tell you

love of Christ to somebody who in many instances in
doesn't even want it. And your memory is blotting
bunch of times when | know Rich was less than kind
were very, very unhappy and --

DONNA SAMEK: You know what | -- | don't know if it
Lord's doing, and He does this with all his -- in t
keeps showing me where | could have done more. He
my depravity, and there's a -- teaching that balanc
what is is, you have boundaries, but where do you e
somebody who you know desperately needs that. And
keeps -- so it's hard to resurrect all of the -- gu
focus on that. He was just having me look at -- yo

mean?
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TOM MORTENSON: Yeah. Well, see, | think number on
things, you have the perspective, you had God's wor
part | was talking about is patience and that kind
if you're not patient, you're going to find lots an
you know, I've said this many times, people are rai
very comfortable with duking it out. Do unto other
unto you. That's what we understand, that's the ba
live our life. And so we're very comfortable with
suggest to you that Rich would have been very comfo
going in there with guns blazing because he's used
people who come in with their fists up. And wheny
-- as Eli said, not just with your fists down but w
open, people don't know what to do with that. They
something like that and they say I've got no defens
oftentimes they lash out even more. Oftentimes the
that by just saying | know | can goad her into what
with and that's her putting her dukes up. And so't
perspective of the word of God and the patience of
that oftentimes you're not going to get a good resu
God's way.

DONNA SAMEK: Some of the -- | had very good conver
some of the caregivers, especially one who's defini
and she would tell me that he would try those tacti

she -- she very clearly, we're not doing that. I'm
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for you, and we're going to, you know, work through
wasn't going to be this kind of adversarial relatio
yeah, he wasn't -- it's funny 'cause he didn't show
last while. He was very -- | didn't know how to us
machinery and do -- I'm not a medical type person s
taught, and sometimes in that he would get very, ve
but he would -- he never -- he was kind in his frus
guess.
TOM MORTENSON: | can attest to that. One of the t
was coming in at the end, he had a C-PAP mask on an
him, he would talk very -- he couldn't talk very lo
said as | walked up to him, he said, "I'm having a
adjust the valve, adjust the valve." And I'm looKki
said, "What valve?" He said, "Adjust the valve. Ju
valve.” "What valve?" Then he stopped and he goes
pulling your leg." 1 said, "Thanks." But that's t
that he was. He would do stuff like that, | mean,
pretty much on his death bed.
DONNA SAMEK: Yeah. He could do nothing -- he coul
but talk, and toward the end very little of that.
TOM MORTENSON: Well, the two things -- the three t
we were talking about is perspective, patience. Ca
little bit how prayer, what prayer did for you in t

heart, in terms of Rich's response?
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DONNA SAMEK: Yeah. The Psalms, the Psalms became
important to me and | didn't know they were extreme
him till | started going over there, and he would -
favorite Psalms, | shared 51 there with you, and th
27 and he would ask me to read those every day, 27,
every morning -- | was there from 9:00 to 11:00 eve
having a lot of times been there through the night
somebody else would come from 7:00 to 9:00 and then
there because -- every day from 9:00 to 11:00. But
read. We read the Psalms and | would sometimes thi
listening." So | would stop and he would say, "Rea
you know, "Read that last -- that last verse again”
repeat where | had stopped. "Why are you stopping?
like -- that was really kind of something we shared
then John one night from the psalter sang the Psalm
that was really -- that was meaningful, that was me
of them. What did you ask me?

TOM MORTENSON: | was just saying that, you know, |
role that prayer played in all of this and one of t
always say is that prayer changes your heart, you k
there's no way that you can't have some kind of def
towards the fact that you've been sinned against an
that, that's for sure. Part of what we were saying

you pray, God does a number of things. First of al
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your own heart.

DONNA SAMEK: Right.

TOM MORTENSON: He -- it also takes away the enemy
opportunity of strategically trying to just stoke u
in you just to get you wrapped around the axle cons
you're praying any time the enemy starts to stick y
or circumstance into your heart and turn around and
happens you're praying, well the enemy's going to s
is not working. So what prayer does, it changes yo
inside, it changes circumstances and just gives you

DONNA SAMEK: And a lot of people praying for both
know, | know that was true. But | didn't, like aga
reiterate this, this whole process has been me seei
responses, and I'm certainly not putting -- please
putting myself on a pedestal or something but you'r
situation where you -- and we are every day, you've
against. What is, you know, what is my response?
myself and see what God would, you know, what -- de
inner turmoil emotionally that's going on, do you w
out, do you want to -- and you do. But then in doi
soul separated from the One who -- the only One who
physically and continually and unconditionally. An
what -- you know, | can't afford to -- | can't affo

TOM MORTENSON: No, no. Understand that. One fina
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final question slash plug | wanted to put in here i
group where we meet the second Wednesday of every m
Parents of Prodigals, and it's people who meet to k
kind of just go over what it's been like to try enc
people who are praying for their prodigals, and you
that group for -- you were part of the group until
normally do is if somebody's -- we have a list of p
put up there that are prodigals for each of us, and

to move somebody, he goes from the left side of the
right side of the board, and that's people who have
Rich went from the left side of the board to the ri
board. And that was an incredible blessing for us
actually saw God working through that, and we've be
about five years and it's been hard, it's been -- t
times where you see -- you pray and you pray and it
nothing's happened. In your case something spectac
So | just would encourage folks who are thinking ab
their prodigals just to continue to pray. Sometime
and just to never give up, | mean, God tells us ove
not to give up and he gives us lots of examples of
being exactly what is pleasing to him even if it se
pestering. And so you pestered God on behalf of Ri
responded and that was a wonderful thing.

DONNA SAMEK: And in the prodigal story, | often sa
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brother left behind.

TOM MORTENSON: The elder brother?

DONNA SAMEK: Yeah. I identified with him. Well,
this and | was here and -- what about me? So --

TOM MORTENSON: All right. Well, what we're going
we're going to -- if the elders would come forward
the bread. You can have a seat.

DONNA SAMEK: Yes, thank you. Gladly. Thank you.

| appreciate Donna sharing with us as she has. Tha
again, as the elders are distributing the bread, |

to consider what Paul called the most excellent way
excellent way is loving those who don't love you ba
elements are being given, let me give you the warni
each time the elements are brought out. This is fr
11:28-32: But let a man examine himself, and so le
bread and drink of the cup. For he who eats and dr
unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself
the Lord's body. For this reason many are weak and
and many sleep. For if we would judge ourselves, w
judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened b
we may not be condemned with the world.

time, | say communion is extremely serious business

not right with God, if you're not a child of God, i
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some kind of bitterness that is there with your bro
sister or somebody else, then just pass the element
come to you. It's something that we need to take e
seriously because God takes it extremely seriously.
point out that on the other hand, you don't want to
extreme of saying well, I'm not flawless so I'm not
receiving communion, because being a child of God d
you're flawless, it doesn't mean that you never sin
what it does mean is that you recognize that you ar
of God because of God's grace and God's grace only,
you do fail, you are aware of the fact that you fai
you're in the kingdom. And being in the kingdom me
of God lives inside you and the Spirit of God, the

the one who convicts us of sin. And so we grieve b

God's children and we realize that this is somethin

him. And we recognize that God says in 1 John 1:9:

our sins he is faithful and just to forgive us our
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

each time, we recognize that we are sinners but we

that Christ is our advocate. And again 1 John 2:1,

dear children, | write this to you so that you will
if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the F
Christ, the Righteous One.

to do this. Because we have Christ, the Righteous
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Savior, we have an alien righteousness that belongs
not ours, it's his. Because we have his righteousn
to eat from his table. And | repeat this every tim
lived the life we were supposed to live and he died
we all deserved to die so that we could have the pr

coming to his table.

So as the bread is being distributed, | want us to
moment to ask ourselves this morning about risk. D
risk. It was a risk to reestablish a relationship
shattered and shattered in a way that the world wou
Donna, hey, you're fine, it's his bad. You're okay
to kind of reestablish that and that took some doin
guestion this morning and my question to ask is: A

to take a risk and that's the risk to love somebody

the heart? Spend a moment or so thinking about tha

1 Corinthians the 11th chapter, 23rd verse

from the Lord what | also delivered to you, that th

the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when

thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is my body whi

Do this in remembrance of me."

What | want to do now is I'm going to deliver the s

So take, and eat.
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| delivered on Tuesday. As | said, it was a very d
congregation that heard it on Tuesday. I'm going t
us this Sunday because | still think there is a ble

gained from it. So this is the message | delivered

| said R-I-P. Did you ever think of those letters?
them, we hear of them all the time whether somebody
after a long illness or somebody is taken in an acc
survivors say or what they express is summed up in
letters: R-1-P. Rest in peace. And | think today
overwhelming assumption on the part of most people
gualification for resting in peace is dying. | onc

on TV describe his friend's status after he had par
robbery in a shot-out that killed not only his frie
bystanders as well, and the friend said, well, at |
peace. And | saw and | heard that and | thought to
Rich Samek is a man who is completely at peace. An
not because | hope this is the case but because | k
case, because Rich sought that peace from the only
ever give it. Jesus said in
my peace | give to you. Not as the world gives do
Rich understood what the peace of Christ was all ab
many of his fellow Christians because for many, man

was at war with God. And | needed to tell you that
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you some of the details of that warfare for two rea
one, you can't really grasp the role that grace pla
life unless you understand the nature of that warfa

two, Rich asked me to.

Rich left Donna and as many of you know, as all of
left to pursue the homosexual life-style and he pur
years, and during that time | had very little conta

He was literally a sheep who had wandered far from
one day in the midst of his wandering he received a
one of the worst diseases you could possibly get.
diagnosis that Rich would come to see in some way a
It was ALS and ALS did more than just paralyze Rich
him to re-examine his life and his sexuality in the
word. And Rich knew that he had all kinds of optio
he could choose to see his life-style as a biologic
predisposition, maybe as an expression of his own a
sin, as a turning away from God's best. And Rich b
choice as one of turning away from God's best, and
he determined once again to turn around. We call t
around repentance. For Rich it meant literally ret
You see, God had had his hand on Rich from before t
foundations of the world had been established becau

chosen Rich as one of his sheep. And Jesus says ve
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John 10:27: "My sheep hear my voice, and | know th
follow me. | give them eternal life, and they will

and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Fat
given them to me, is greater than all, and no one i
them out of my Father's hand.”
and he went out from the flock only to find out tha
Shepherd, as he said, loses none of his sheep and t
snatch them out of his hand. Rich may have wandere
country but Jesus made it very clear what the Good
intent was from the very beginning in a story that
Luke 15, he said this, it says:
were all drawing near to hear him. And the Pharise
scribes grumbled, saying, "This man receives sinner
them.” So he told them this parable: "What man of
hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not
ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the o
until he finds it? And when he has found it, he la
shoulders, rejoicing. And when he comes home, he ¢
his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 'Rej
for | have found my sheep that was lost." Just so,
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner wh

over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repe

For many, many years Rich counted himself among tho
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who needed no repentance. That is a terrible place
see, the sinners that the Pharisees were complainin
about actually had amongst themselves a great spiri
These were the folks who were the marginalized. Th
folks who were the outcasts. Society had passed it
these people had all failed. | mean how dare Jesus
with these people? Well, in fact these sinners rea
how blessed they actually were. Jesus spent much,
among these people because they had no pretense of
like the ninety-nine. They were sinners and they k
the ninety-nine were sinners as well except they di
You see the great divide that separates the sheep f
not a division among sinners and righteous. Itis
sinners who know they are sinners and sinners who d
us that all of us have sinned and all of us fall sh
glory. And as Dane Ortlund puts it and | quoted th
kingdom of God the one thing that qualifies you is
don't qualify, and the one thing that disqualifies

that you do.” You see, when these sinners heard th
understood that their sins could be completely forg
their faith in the one perfect man who has ever wal
and they readily became his sheep. You see, all of
and all of us are in need of this gift that God giv

repentance. And we serve a God who gave his life o
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order to pay the price of our sin in order to purch

gift of repentance. And the journey that takes us
nine who have no need of repentance to the one who
it, well that's Rich's story as well. We serve a G
forgive us but God makes it very clear that when it
forgiveness, when it comes to forgiving sin, his fo
conditional. That is to say God does not make blan
he doesn't forgive if his forgiveness is not asked
forgives those who seek forgiveness and not those w
there's a verse in the Bible in 1 John 1:9
conditional covenant that God has with his people.

if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to

sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
"confess" in that statement is a Greek word made up
One word is "homo" which means "same" and the other
which means "to speak.”" The Greek word for "confes

"homologeo” which means "to same speak.” It litera

on the same page with," "to agree with," "to speak
language as.” And what God is saying here is that
necessary to receive God's forgiveness is to agree
Spirit about the sin that we're asking forgiveness

when we same speak with God, when we confess our si
faithful and just to forgive us our sins on the bas

death on the cross. When we refuse to agree with G
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unwilling to confess sin regardless the sin, it cou
could be stealing a paper clip, well then we face t

of turning a forgivable sin into an unforgivable si
God is not going to forgive us but because we refus
forgiveness. See, the ultimate sin against the Hol
blaspheme the very one who is bringing you the gift
by refusing to accept it. It's rejecting the very

us to come under the conviction of sin. For many,
was locked in this pattern of unforgivable sin, not
wouldn't forgive him but because he simply refused
style as sinful. And then God brought Rich a sever
when God took away from him almost every single asp
physicality, he gave Rich the time and the space ne
rethink God's conditional covenant and the need for
God granted Rich the gift of repentance. God broke
resistance by demonstrating to him over and over ag
much he was loved by God and he did that first and
Donna and her persistent and loving care for Rich.
has already told you, she'd be the very first one t
was enough blame to go around for everyone on every
dissolution of their marriage and she doesn't want
that she was some kind of angel up there playing he
Donna did hear God's Holy Spirit telling her that s

minister to her ex-husband who had left her years a
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very sick. And many's the time she would bring a m
Rich and come away from the encounter saying, "That
never again." | mean there was still anger and bit
they had to work through on both sides, but make no
it, it was Donna's obedience to the Holy Spirit tha

to the breakthrough in her relationship with Rich.
simply was no match for the love of Christ expresse
him through Donna. As I've said many, many times,
been very happy if Donna that came in with guns bla
raised. He could not defend against the love of Ch

what broke him.

| mean, | had the privilege of being with Rich towa

| was able to ask him directly if he had repented o
sins. Not only did he give me a resounding "Yes,"
that | tell his story and give the hope that he fou

is locked in any kind of sin. He also said that he
his wedding vows with Donna, and | had the privileg
Rich and Donna two weeks ago. And this brings me b
of rest in peace. You know, | understand that it's
to people who are in pain and | also have to insist
time that God says the way to peace is not simply b
way to peace is through surrender. It's through la

arms and surrendering to the Lordship of Jesus Chri
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something that Rich did once as a child and once ag
prodigal returning home. Rich became the one sheep
on his shoulders and walked back into the fold beca
snatches his sheep from his hands. And | don't thi

to simply say, "Rich, rest in peace.” | don't thin

into some place of calm, quiet solitude that passes
most people. My belief is that Rich actually enter

the likes of which you and | have never seen becaus
"There will be more joy in heaven over one sinner wh
over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repe
was that one sheep who like all sheep needed the gi
and God gave him that gift. Donna basically brough
he accepted it. And as he lay on his bed towards t
confessed to me how sad he was about wasting a sign
of his life and he also said that he wanted to be a
statement about the grace of God and the joy of rep
available to anyone who is locked in sin. This is

| mean, | asked Rich how it felt to be sitting on t
eternity, and he said he was frankly terrified of h
happen but he was extremely excited to see what was
afterwards. Well, Rich has already gone through th
and God chose to bless him in that, it was remarkab
And now he's no longer just resting in peace, now h

the very presence of the God of the universe. He i
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the saints that have gone on before him and he is a
eternity stretched out before him full of grace, gr
unique pleasure of being molded into the very image
R-1-P, Richard Samek, rest eternally in the pleasur

presence of God.

That was the message that | delivered on Tuesday.
first one to tell you that it's very rare that thes
circumstances get all neatly tied up in a bow in a
kind of way like we saw with Rich and Donna. It ju
happen that way. And God doesn't guarantee the out
because his view and his vision is far greater and
ours, but he does guarantee the very best outlook t
for our good and his glory. And what | want you to
in all of this is what Paul refers to as the most e

It is the power of love over the power of power. |
Jesus to the cross and it needs to be the driving p

of our lives as believers in Christ.

So finally this morning as -- before we take up the
can start to distribute right now, | want to ask us

If the elders would distribute the cup. | would li
some guestions about perspective, patience, and pra

first question about the perspective of God's count
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love. And the question is this: Am | committed to
word as the source of his wisdom and understanding,
goes against most of what this world has taught you
You know, lots of times people hear what God is say
that you are to love your enemies, pray for those w
you, and they say that's crazy, that's nuts. | can
There's no way. | hate this guy. | hate this woma
they did. And time and time again we have seen God
demonstrated that if you accept God's alternative w
counterintuitive way of loving the unlovely, the fi

it does is it's going to change you. It's going to
heart, it's going to change the way you respond to
temptations. And as Donna has noted and | mentione
times that there was a person in my life that | was
bitter over and as | started to pray for him, my pr
simply was because | didn't want to get wrapped aro
twenty times a day. | didn't want to hear this guy
head and then suddenly find myself grinding my teet
minutes have passed and all I've been doing is play
what -- quote -- "he did to me." And so the first

pray for our enemies is not necessarily for our ene
us. So my standard recommendation to people all th
you have a bitter foe, when you have somebody that

designated enemy, what does Christ say? He says pr
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Pray for your enemies. So we start out praying for
and it's not for their sake so much as it is for yo

I'm talking about is the idea of perspective. You
perspective from the world. The world says if some
something to you, do it back to him twice as hard.
that perspective from the word of God, so our persp
from God's word. In Donna's case it was Psalm 51.
to you in many, many different ways depending on wh

and your circumstance is, but you've got to be in t

Secondly is: Am | waiting patiently for God's will
There were plenty of opportunities, | guarantee you
interaction with Rich, she could have said, "Okay,
really meant it, being done. Being patient is unde
God is in this for the long haul, and that like | s
times when you are approaching somebody with the lo
with the hands down love of Christ, without the duk
don't know how to respond. They don't know what to
frequently they'll lash back out at you in an attem
back to where they're comfortable with and that's y
dukes. So it requires not just a different perspec

of God, it requires patience, it requires allowing

unfold and in Donna's case it was literally years.
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And thirdly: Am | bathing all of these efforts in
know, recognizing that literally strategic prayer s

from using my own bitterness against me while it ch

and gives me the wisdom necessary to advance an age

Christ loved. See, we have been given this extraor
privilege. You go outside the door here and nobody
what I'm talking about. In fact what I'm talking a
nonsense. It's crazy talk. And yet this is the po
given to us. It's the most excellent way, the powe
Christ loves, and we've been given an example of wh
today. Literally the power of Christ broke Rich, b

of repentance to Rich, and I'm convinced every one
in our lives that we need to express the love of Ch
that is not easy at all. We've been given this inc
privilege, we have wisdom that comes directly from
power of his Holy Spirit to put it into practice.

like us to just take a moment to consider that befo

cup.
1 Corinthians 11:25 says: In the same manner he also took the cup

after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance o f me."  So take,

and drink.
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This is our head, hands and feet time, this is the

want to look for something practical in what it mea
Christ. And if there's one thing that | want you t

of this is to understand that the gospel going forw
entails some kind of risk. And | just want to ment
different risks this morning. The gospel went forw
life because Donna was willing to take a risk, an e

if you will, just to kind of put her heart out ther

getting it squashed and smashed again. My question

this morning is there somebody in your life that yo

telling you you need to take a risk with this perso

speaking to you about somebody who may have hurt yo

or did something in your life at some point that yo

before him and ask him how can | love this person w

love? How can | just go ahead and go forward with

God gave Donna an excellent opportunity. He gives

opportunities but we have to be willing to take the
them. So just take a moment to ask yourself, am |
that risk to love somebody as Christ loves? And th
to -- also | have one other risk which has to do wi
next week is our baptism picnic. And again, going
waters of baptism is another risk. There's an awfu
that say | don't want to get up there in front of e

feel stupid and it's risky. But every time the gos
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it's because somebody was willing to risk something
baptized is an opportunity to publicly declare your
King Jesus and the kingdom of God and it involves s
would like us to again take some time to think also
individuals in our life but if God is calling you t

of baptism, seriously consider that. | mean as Don
us, the gospel is always going to involve some risk
strictly social. If you read The Voice of the Martyrs
it was a story, one of the lead stories in there is

would was in Yemen and he went and he publicly got

that started a downward spiral where he was beaten,

ostracized from his job, he was -- his wife was pub

his wife was eventually murdered. This is what it'

baptized in Yemen. We don't even know what that's

our risks are strictly social. But God gives us th
asks us to go through those risks and the more risk
to take socially, the more you're ready to take any

risk. So yeah, it's a risk. So is loving the unlo

prayer for us is that we are willing to take that r

pray.

Father, | just again, | thank you for Donna, | than
| thank you for what you are teaching us through th

pray that you would continue this day to give us th
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and the knowledge that the gospel advances when we are willing to
take these risks. Give us the ability, give us the strength, give
us the grace, give us the power to do just that, | pray in Jesus'

name. Amen.



